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Abstract:

The topic of this research paper is the political representation in autocratic regimes. For this
I ask the main research question: How does Svetlana Tikhanouskaya claim to be a
representative of Belarusian people’s will towards the EU? I answer the research question
through examining Belarus as an autocratic state in this case study.

Through the theory of political representation - claim-making by Michael Saward and
empirical data of Svetlana Tikhanouskaya speeches, 1 argue that non-electoral
representatives can construct the same level of political validity as conventionally elected
officials through representative claims. In this, aesthetic and cultural representation plays a
crucial role. This finding can help to examine political representation in autocratic regimes
more easily in the future.

At the same time, the finding questions the epistemological boundaries of political
representation. Further theory-based research is needed to examine the boundaries of the
epistemology of political representation. Claim-making as a non-electoral representation
might not meet a traditional definition of political representation.

Key words: political representation; electoral autocracy; European Parliament; Belarus
elections; aesthetic and cultural representation; non-elected representatives.
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1. Introduction

This paper aims to research political representation in authoritarian contexts. As a case
study - Belarus. Belarus has held 6 presidential elections since its independence in 1994,
5 of which were recognised as illegitimate by the international observers versus
Alexander Lukashenko being a ‘winner’. In 2020, when a fraudulent election took
place, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya became a newly chosen leader and internationally
recognised winner of the 2020 Belarus election. At the same time, without holding a
traditional electoral power, she can hardly be named as a president of the Republic of

Belarus.

Since then, there is unclarity on a normative representation of Belarusian citizens’ will
and thus a president of the Republic of Belarus after the Belarusian election in 2020;
legitimacy of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya without official electoral power over high
supranational bodies and institutions, such as the European Parliament; scale and
longevity of Ms. Tsikhanouskaya non-electoral representation and its meaning for

authoritarian contexts such as Belarus.

The study promises to fill this gap and to understand how political representation
functions in autocratic regimes. For this, the thesis focuses on one case study - Belarus.
To examine this, I ask the main research question: how does Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya
claim to be a representative of the Belarusian people’s will towards the EU? The
research promises to contribute to the knowledge about electoral autocracies and how

political representation functions in such conditions.

Research on political representation is not new: started with Hanna Pitkin’s
conceptualization of acting for people’s interests (1967), it involved. Recent Michael
Saward theory argues that political representation is “an activity of making claims to
represent others” (Fossheim, K., 2022). It has been researched how political
representation functions in democratic regimes, including empirical implications of
Saward’s theory. I answer the main research question by applying Saward’s theory of

claim-making to this case study.



In parallel, the research promises to answer such sub-questions as alternative democratic
representations of non-elected representatives, its role in democratisation processes in
electoral autocracies, examine the normative dimension of a political representation of

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya and produced within it discourses.

2. Theoretical section

2.1. Literature review

Due to the multifacetedness of the research question, there are 3 subtopics to identify
for the literature review: electoral autocracies, non-elected representatives, and Belarus
elections.

e  Electoral autocracy

The study of political representation in an autocratic set of elections is a new branch of
inquiry. Before the case studies of elections in autocratic regimes (Malesky & Schuler,
2008; Magaloni, 2006) were examined to define common patterns. The first
comprehensive analysis of the research on elections in authoritarian regimes, where the
reasons, dynamics, and goals of those elections are covered, is “Elections under
authoritarianism” (Gandhi & Lust-Okar, 2009). Based on the comparative case analyses,
the authors conclude that the role of elections in autocracies can be both dangerous and
stabilising for the regime. The regime aims to prevent the possibility of a power change
and to eliminate electoral uncertainty (Gandhi & Lust-Okar, 2009; Miller, 2014).
Structure of elections reveals its purpose: omnipresent violence and repression,
ballot-box stuffing, and breaching the rule of law are the nature of autocratic elections.
It might be to show - opposition is futile (Gandhi & Lust-Okar, 2009; Magaloni 2006;
Malesky & Schuler, 2008). Elections eliminate the elements of choice, where an
electoral change most probably is not at stake. Nevertheless, reiterated elections
increase vulnerability (Gandhi & Lust-Okar, 2009). The autocratic control over the
course of the elections can prove to be insufficient: unexpected results as an electoral
change might occur in competitive authoritarian regimes through the protests as a
narrative of stolen elections. For example, Slovakia 1998, Ukraine 2004, Serbia 2000
(Bunce & Wolchik 2010; Hyde & Marinov 2012). The only citizens willing to pay high
costs of disagreement are those who strongly disagree with the status quo offered by the

incumbent (Gandhi & Lust-Okar, 2009). The main research question to examine



elections in autocracies: when they lead to autocratic survival and when to a democratic

transition? (Gandhi & Lust-Okar, 2009).

Since the first inquiry, significant progress has been made on political representation in
autocratic regimes. A chapter on electoral authoritarianism was written in a Handbook
on political representation (“Research Handbook on Political Representation,” 2020c).
Before, it was researched a subordinate role of autocratic elections (Gandhi &
Lust-Okar, 2009) and top-down exercises with a mix of subtle and brutal pressures
aimed at silencing a dissent (Cotta, 2020, p.155). Cotta spotlighted that there are
special conditions when elections in autocratic states can play an insubordinate role but

pointed to an empirical research gap on those conditions (Cotta, M., 2020, p.155).

Schedler argues that multi-party autocratic elections benefit not only incumbents but
also the opposition, even though asymmetrically (2013). Bernhard (2019) argues that
the elections are a risky game, which can either stabilise a regime if to institutionalise
electoral uncertainty or make a regime vulnerable to an electoral change if not to reduce
this uncertainty. For this, incumbents adopt institutional tools: selective exclusion of
parties and/ or individual candidates, registration hurdles, control over voters through
bribery or intimidation, and so on. However, the main advantage for incumbents in
autocratic regimes is that those candidates admitted to the electoral race were admitted
from above in comparison with the democratic delegation from below (Cotta, 2020,

p.152).

Regularly held elections and an established parliament are the instruments for
conveying to diverse public audiences the image of a legitimate regime (Cotta, 2020,
p.154). But the incumbents should be careful in the level of repression (Seeberg, 2019).
Thus, not only violence is and should be used: Chang (2021) argues that majoritarian
electoral systems are incentivised by resource-poor dictators to co-opt ruling elites in
the legislature. Also, election monitoring and media manipulations are implemented

(Seeberg, 2019).

Case studies of electoral authoritarianism continued to be researched (Swedlung, 2023),
specifically in the framework of politics of uncertainty (Shesterinina & Matejova,

2024). Inherent, routine, and extreme types of uncertainty were examined as



conditionality of autocratic regimes. For an electoral change to happen, the citizens
should cross the revolutionary threshold, making their personal preferences public. This
might inspire others to do the same, generating a revolutionary bandwagon

(Shesterinina & Matejova, 2024).

Electoral authoritarianism uses strategies that prevent long-term challenges to
authoritarian rule as well as short-term risks arising from regular elections. Thus,
elections become a mode of reproduction rather than a mode of transition, but still have
a small window of opportunity (Shesterinina & Matejova, 2024). Inherent, extreme,
routine types of uncertainty contribute to the understanding of the dynamics in electoral

authoritarian regimes, where uncertainty is an inherent part of (Bedford, 2023).

The research reveals the gap in the oppositional candidates' motivation to run a
presidential campaign in an electoral autocracy, the gender aspect of it, the role of
international recognition or non-recognition of elections for electoral autocracy stability
and non-elected representation as a result of electoral authoritarianism has not been

researched at all.

° Non-elected representatives
The traditional account of representation as “the act of standing for someone’s interests”
(Pitkin, 1967) was shifted with Michael Saward’s theory of representative claim-making
(2010). “An activity of making claims to represent others” (Saward, 2010) highlights
the non-electoral character of a political representation. Democratic representation is
ensured by authorisation and accountability. However, without fair and democratic

elections, the non-electoral mechanisms of authorisation and accountability are absent.

The legitimacy of non-electoral representatives had attention in research (Maia, 2012;
Montaro, 2012). It was argued that non-electoral democratic representation is sought
from 3 points of view: constituency, democratic bodies, and non-constituency, mainly
through discursive interactions (Maia, 2012). Montaro (2012) claimed that non-electoral
representation functioned as a mechanism for constituency formation not visible before.
Democratic representation is a relationship between a constituency and a claim-maker
when a constituency empowered to authorise and demand accountability is the same

constituency whose interests the representative claims affect (Montaro, 2012).



Further research has been done on the democratic representation of non-elected actors.
It was admitted that a non-electoral mechanism to secure the democratic representation
of a claim-maker constituency has its discursive character (Fossheim, 2022). Mainly the

research has been done on the relationships between a constituency and a claim-maker

(Fossheim, 2023).

The most recent work on non-elected representatives remains Fossheim (2023). It states
that non-elected representatives operate in the spaces of democratic power so that they
are subject to democratic standards. Regular interactions between constituencies and

non-elected representatives secure the legitimization.

Democratic representation can hold a non-electoral character. At the same time,
representatives are accountable towards democratic standards if this political
representation is democratically legitimate (Fossheim, 2023). The non-electoral
mechanisms of authorisation and accountability are organisational and discursive. Also,
Fossheim (2022) argues that non-electoral representatives depend on more than one
authorisation source. The notion of the audience’s role was admitted. Fossheim (2023)
argues that the audience’s judgments can  supplement deliberative

representative-constituent relationships as part of democratic representation.

There is limited research on multiple audiences and/or multiple constituencies involved
in political representation, democratic standards of non-elected representatives without
electoral authorization and legislative power, and the accountability of non-elected

representatives without accountability in a traditional sense.

A research gap is revealed in the process of accountability and in sources of
authorisation of non-elected representatives. The gap exists in multiple audiences'
involvement in building the legitimacy of non-elected representatives as well as

democratic standards of political representation without electoral authorisation.

No research has been done on the political analysis of the political representation of
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya as a winner of the Belarus elections 2020 without holding

electoral power in a traditional sense. Being a political figure on the highest



supranational levels: specifically in the European Parliament, there is a research gap on
the non-electoral character of this representation. My work intends to fill this gap. How
does Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya claim to be a legitimate representative of the Belarusian
people’s will without electoral authorisation, jurisdictional power, and accountability
towards the EU? Political representation in Belarus after the 2020 elections will be

examined as a case study.

e  Belarus elections
Significant research has been done on the topic of Belarus’ political development since
2020, especially the nature of social protests and societal mobilisation in 2020 (Mateo,
2022; Bedford, 2021): when the 6th presidential elections took place. 5 presidential
elections (2001, 2006, 2010, 2015, 2020) have been recognised as illegitimate by the
EU member states under international law (Campos, 2003). Throughout 28 years of
illegitimate rule since Lukashenka’s election in 1994 and the first unlawful change of
constitution in 1996 (Vashkevich, 2011), regardless of the opposition in the Supreme
Council (Davidonis, 2001), there has been no nationwide fair, accountable, democratic

elections.

The 6th presidential election in Belarus took place in the autocratic tradition. Human
rights center ‘Viasna’ documented violations of electoral rights such as unlawfully
denied access of candidates to run for an election, threatening and persecution of the
dissent, long-term incarceration of the strongest members of the opposition at the
pre-election stage of running elections (Viasna, 2021). It led to the irrevocable loss of

Lukashenko’s legitimacy among the population (Bedford, 2021).

Lukashenko stated that the only left oppositional candidate Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya as
“a woman will never be a president in this country”, allowing her to run for an election
(as cited Jalalzei, 2023). The gender aspect of the elections in Belarus 2020 was
researched (Bedford, 2021; Jalalzei, 2023). A prominent feature of the formed
opposition and protests was a feminine narrative of it (Bedford, 2022). Tsikhanouskaya
was admitted to the election race through an unthreatening image of a woman without
any political ambitions. The Belarusian opposition in 2020 was led not by the traditional

oppositional parties but by an individual candidate. Ms. Tsikhanouskaya claimed that



the only aim of her is to unify the Belarussians against the dictatorship and organise

new fair democratic elections (Jalalzei, 2023).

The 6th Belarusian election caused unprecedented societal mobilisation (Bedford,
2021). On the 9th of August, the most numerous protests in the history of contemporary
Belarus took place, aiming at rigged elections (Bedford, 2021). “The results, which
were shared by the key state-owned media, alleged that Aliaksandr Lukashenka won the
election with 79.7% of the votes” (Viasna, 2021, p.7). The EU parliament stated:
“according to independent research, social polls, and real data from a number of polling
stations, Ms. Tsikhanouskaya achieved around 60 % of the votes and should be
considered the real winner of the election” (Fotyga, 2020). After the fraudulent
election, protests were recognised to be formative for a newly politically motivated

nation, at the same time being Russian-speaking ones (Kazharski, 2021).

The presidential election of 2020 caused for the first time Belarus to have an
internationally recognised new winner of elections. But it also documented the most
brutal dissidents’ oppression. EU recognised the cruel repression and torture of peaceful
protesters and detainees, 4 deaths following presidential elections in Belarus, calling for
a full international investigation (Fotyga, 2020). Human rights center ‘Viasna’
documented massive detentions, beatings, and torture of protesting people, the first time
in the history of Belarus, usage of armament against protesters and bystanders, as well

as 2 deaths from special police forces (Viasna, 2021).

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya is recognized by Western audiences as a legitimate national
leader despite lacking a formal role in Belarus (Jalalzei, 2022; Kazharski, 2024). United
Transitional Cabinet - Tsikhanouskaya representative body for post-Lukashenko
peaceful transition of democratic power, located in Lithuania, Vilnius. From 2020, the
Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya’s campaign and the office were holding the aim “to organise a
new presidential election” (Kazharski, 2024); the office now is aimed at a broader set of
tasks. For example, the initiative was formed to issue new Belarusian passports, which
would be legitimised by the EU countries and would be moved towards independence
from the Lukashenko regime (Kazharski, 2024). Also, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s

office promises to shape relationships with Western countries independently from the



Lukashenko regime. A voluntary transition of power in Belarus remains rather wishful

thinking (Kazharski, 2024).

Further research has been done on EU-Belarus relations since 2020, where the EU
responses to the Belarusian crisis were criticised (Nizhnikau, 2022). The EU reduces its
responsibility to symbolic acts of solidarity and support, maintaining normative power

as an identity-building project (Loucas, 2023).

Belarus elections 2020 became a prominent case in the literature on the politics of
uncertainty (Shesterinina & Matejova, 2024). Inherent, routine, and extreme types' of
uncertainty contributed to the remarkable character of elections in Belarus — the largest
political event since 1991 (Shesterinina & Matejova, 2024). There was no reliable
information on the Belarusian autocratic system's support level among the population
during the 2020 elections, creating opacity of real citizen preferences. Reducing
informational uncertainty, Lukashenko was depicted as Sasha 3% by protesters and in
the media in 2020. (Shesterinina & Matejova, 2024, p.54). Bedford (2023) argues that
mobilisation happened due to extreme uncertainty brought about by COVID-19.

The fact of Lukashenko not being re-elected for the 5th time, as was expected,
contributes to the study of global uncertainty in electoral authoritarianism. The
Tsikhanouskaya’s campaign created revolutionary bandwagoning (in collaboration with
Maryia Kalesnikava (Babaryka®s campaign manager) and Veranika Tsapkala
(Tsapkala®’s wife). Belarusian women were ready to take the lead in the transformation
of society (Shesterinina & Matejova, 2024). Belarusian citizens became active voters in
2020 in conditions of uncertainty. It was admitted that stability versus electoral change
can play a role as a constraint for mobilisation as it was in Belarus’ elections before
(Korosteleva, 2009). The 2020 developments have been described as Belarusians
“breaking with the very foundations of their cherished stability for the sake of dignity”
(as cited in Bedford, 2023, p. 55).

' Routine uncertainty - uncertainty of everyday politics; extreme uncertainty - sudden, transformative
events.

2 Oppositional candidate, persecuted and detained before the day of the election

3 Oppositional candidate, fled from Belarus before the day of the election



The research gives a comprehensive analysis of the role of elections in Belarus 2020 on
pro-democratic transition but is limited to the short notice of the European Union’s role

in it as a current residence point of Ms. Tsikhanouskaya.

The research reveals the gap in the EU’s role in a pro-democratic transition of Belarus
after the 2020 election, as well as Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya’s office accountability
without electoral authorisation. The gap exists in the motivation of Svetlana
Tsikhanouskaya to run for office when 4 elections before were considered illegitimate.
The role of gender in forming a successful opposition candidate hasn’t been researched.

All these gaps are promised to be answered throughout the research further.

2.2. Conceptual framework of the study

The below suggests the conceptual framework of the following study. Through
Saward’s conceptual frame of a representative claim, which functions through the social
constructivist *lens, it becomes possible in a non-normative but analytical manner to
examine political representation in the authoritarian context. Due to the non-electoral
character of a representational claim, those claims can be brought as an instrument to
advance our understanding of political representation and examine it in authoritarian
systems. It gives an open space and an opportunity to examine a political representation

where traditional, non-constructivist theorists would not have noticed it.

Michael Saward developed his theory of representative claims at the beginning of the
21st century, opening a new way for political theorists to examine representation. From
the traditional view, where the representation is primarily seen as a relationship between
the elected subject and a constituency (Pitkin, 1967), Saward (2010) highlights the
constructivist, non-electoral nature of a political representation. He argues that political
representation primarily occurs through representative claims, where different actors

give and create those claims (Saward, 2004).

The Saward concept is widely used to examine political representation in liberal
democracies. But it is problematic to conceptualise a political representation in the

authoritarian contest, where it is a priori, in a traditional view is absent. The conceptual

4 “the core idea of social constructionism, it is that some object or objects are grounded in, or caused,

constituted, or controlled by, social or cultural factors rather than natural factors” (Standford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy).



framework by Saward gives an open space to examine non-elected actors within an
authoritarian, non-electoral political system as well and to look at the dynamics of

claims produced.

A representative claim exists in the framework (Figure 1): a maker of a claim, subject
addressed, object - interest/matter, which is represented, referent, which is related, and

an audience - those to whom this claim is addressed. Through this framework

Figure 1. Conceptual framework scheme

a claim can be either rejected or accepted by an audience. In a way, it resembles a
pentagon shaped framework: “A maker of representations (M) puts forward a subject
(S) which stands for an object (O) which is related to a referent (R) and is offered to an
audience (A)” (Saward, 2006, p.302).

To analyse the effectiveness of representative claims, how the claims are accepted and
legitimised or rejected, “we need to look closely at how, and by whom, they are made,
received, and judged” (Saward, 2010, p.1), the structure of it must be clear. Due to
non-elected character and impossibility of a legislative power, a claim is impossible to
examine through the implemented policies and/or juridical power of a constituency. The
acceptance is examined through the dynamic relationship between a maker, a subject
addressed, an object of a matter, a referent and an audience to whom a maker addresses

a claim. A referent - a group or an audience to whom the claim is directed, a subject that
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a representative claims to speak for or act on behalf of, “flesh and blood people of the
constituency” (Saward, 2010, p.37). A subject - the entity that is purported to be the
representative in the claim. An object - constituency interests, “the embodiment of

constituency interests” (Saward, 2010, p.37).

To examine the effectiveness of a representative claim by Saward, the understanding of
the audiences and its multiplicity is crucial for understanding. “Makers of representative
claims could be makers of bad, or unacceptable, or unaccepted claims; they could also
be makers of compelling, resonant claims about themselves and would-be constituents”
(Saward, 2010, p.303). Claims themselves cannot be contested completely new in their
character but are built upon existing ones, adding new shades and colouring. “Claims
must repeat the familiar as well as (indeed, in order to) create something new; must
iterate features of political culture to cross a threshold of potential acceptability”

(Saward, 2010, p.303).

Representative claims exist if ‘audiences’ acknowledge them and engage with them
(Saward, 2010). Thus, the audience becomes a substance of a claim to exist and be
secured. “Representation is produced by processes of claim-making and consequent

acceptance or rejection by audiences or parts of audiences” (Saward, 2010, p.303).

Audience-creation, reading-back, and silencing are three characteristics and potential
effects of a representative claim (Saward, 2010). “Makers of representative claims
attempt to evoke an audience that will receive the claim and (hopefully, from the
maker’s point of view) receive it in a certain, desired way. Makers of representative
claims suggest to the potential audience: (1) you are/are part of this audience, (2) you
should accept this view, this construction — this representation — of yourself, and (3)
you should accept me as speaking and acting for you” (Saward, 2010, p.303). The
performativity of a claim-maker becomes more evident than in a purely electoral form
of a political representation. Legitimization of a claim-maker and a speaker occurs in a
performative way. It is the process where a claim-maker legitimises the experience of a

represented subject to be represented (Saward, 2010).

It is preferable if a claim is simply accepted without contestation. If an audience or
multiplicity of audiences does not accept a claim, the legitimacy of a claim-maker is

questioned. If a claim is accepted, the audience is constructed. At the same time, a claim
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is not simply received: “In the same way that postmodern literary theorists posited the
‘death of the author’ — readers become authors in that they actively recreate the story
through reading” (Saward, 2010, p.304). Reading back becomes a new creation and
reinterpretation of a claim rather than a reciprocal act of accepting. Those who receive a

claim create their own understanding of this claim and the story behind it.

The power dynamics of claim-making presuppose a silencing effect. A silencing effect
becomes a legitimising force for a claim-maker: “absence of the represented from the
political arena” (Saward, 2010, p.304) is a weapon to create a constituency: a subject

addressed.

Michale Saward steps far away from the traditional understanding of political
representation, arguing that a representative claim has the same validity as an electoral
representational form. “As such, ‘representation’ can be said from this perspective not
to exist; what exists are claims and their receptions” (Saward, 2010, p.306). The
traditional political arena becomes a stage for different representative claims and those
who will make claims. According to Saward’s theory to examine the representational
dynamics, non-elected representatives have the same weight as those who were

‘traditionally”’ elected.

“We might elect a politician or party into office, but the simple fact of their election,
important though that is, does not mean they can or will speak for the range of interests
and identities that make us up” (Saward, 2010, p.84). Democratic voting is not available
for half of the population (Saward, 2010), but it should not stop political theorists from
examining non-elected forms of political representation in authoritarian contexts.
Further it will become more prominent how representative claims can exist and have its

political legitimacy in an authoritarian voting system.

Saward divided a representative claim into 4 typologies, giving it a firm epistemology:
singular-multiple,  particular-general,  implicit-explicit, and internal-external.
Singular-multiple claims, where a maker can address a multiple claim, for example,
addressing a party. At the same time, a singular claim often constitutes multiple ones

(Saward, 2010).

There are particular-general and strategic claims. “A claim at a high level of generality,

then ... enables more specific claims” (Saward, 2010, p.308). Within a
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particular-general line of claim-making, a strategic representative claim emerges.
Internal claim is where a maker and a subject are the same person (Saward, 2010).

External - where a maker and a subject are different people (Saward, 2010).

Developing further the conceptual and epistemological understanding of a
representational claim, Saward unites electoral, aesthetic, and cultural political
representation. “Conventional views of political representation are concerned with how
electoral mechanisms do or do not induce responsive behaviour in elected
representatives; whether accountability works prospectively or retrospectively; and what
is the appropriate role for the representative to play” (Saward, 2010, p.309). A
claim-maker has to be creative. Political representation is not conventional acting on
behalf of someone but creating what and who will be represented and to whom. “If an
electoral district or constituency interests were transparent, patently evident, singular
and obvious, to most people, then a representative could simply ‘read off’ those
interests and act on them.” Instead, an object “is a picture, a portrait, an image of that
electorate, not the thing itself” (Saward, 2010, p.310). Political representation becomes
cultural and aesthetic to portray constituencies, subjects represented, objects, and/or

audiences.

“It may seem odd to include formal institutions, including electoral institutions in this
‘cultural’ frame. However, those institutions are themselves ‘per- formed’ or enacted.
Their pieces of crucial institutional and constitutional culture” (Saward, 2010, p.311). “I
would resist confronting the ‘institutional’ with the ‘performative’, which is credibly
hard to frame only as performative. It cannot be stated that politics is simply performing
a certain cultural domain of life. Politics has a juridical power; at the same time, not

every even democratically legitimate political representation does.

One more cultural dimension of a political representation is that “a representation, a
political claim, is nothing if it is not heard, seen, or read by its intended audience, those
whom it is meant to attract and convince. In politics, portrayals of constituencies or the
nation or voters’ interests are just that: portrayals” (Saward, 2010, p.312). A
claim-maker, through the subject and an object, portrays those who will be represented
to a portrayed audience. “Representing the other needs, goals, situations and, in fact,
who they are. Representing them as such and such” (Saward, 2010, p.312). “Whether

the represented, the imagined, and constructed see themselves as they are seen or
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portrayed is, of course, another matter” (Saward, 2010, p.312). It would refer to the

legitimisation of a claim-maker to speak or act on behalf of a subject.

Hypothesis: the theory of Saward is applicable in regard to the case study, when a
non-elected actor, through claim-making, officially claims legitimacy. Non-elected
actors can construct and create the same level of political validity as conventionally
elected officials. “Political representation is not a given outcome of elections but a
constructed interplay of different representative claims” (Saward, 2010, p.3). We can
examine political representation through representational claims on an equal basis as

electoral forms of political representation.

3. Methodological section

Political representation can be theorised through claim-making by Saward. To turn the
abstract concept into measurable variables, political discourse analysis as a method is
used. “The term political discourse could be referring to any talk or textual output that is
either about a political subject or which is politically motivated” (Tannen et al., 2015,
p.775). Analysis of political discourse” (APD) is socially-oriented studies of politics,
located at the intersection of politicalpublic discourse and political’social institutions
(Dunmire, 2012). To understand the political representation of this case study, the
variables of this discourse analysis will be the public speeches of Svietlana

Tsikhanouskaya.

Discourse analysis is just one among several social constructionist approaches” (Philips
& Jorgensen, 2002, p.4), as well as claim-making theory by Saward. “Reality is not
simply given to us through language, rather it is mediated through different forms of
language representation” (Wilson, 2015, p.776). Accordingly, through the discourse
analysis, it is possible to analyse how the non-electoral character of Svietlana
Tsikhanouskaya’s representation is constructed through the speech (discourse). Those
speeches will be operationalized further on a certain number of representative claims
and analysed within the above conceptual framework: claim-making by Saward.

Political discourse is the “interplay between language and politics”, where language
should be understood as a strategic resource whereby politicians gain and hold power
(Dunmire, 2012, p. 736). The key terms of politics — power, influence, and authority —

refer to linguistic modes in pursuit of political goals (Dunmire, 2012). Political
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“statements” do not represent “cool,” “objective,” and ‘“‘comprehensible’ utterances
but rather function as a ““screen, a false scent, a safety net” designed to achieve political
goals, create alliances and oppositions. “Language is not a reflection of a pre-existing
reality” (Philips & Jorgensen, 2002, p.12). Language becomes the ““‘perceptual lens” for

examining political phenomena (Dunmire, 2012).

To examine the political discourse of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya, her speeches as
variables are operated. Document analysis, interviews, panel discussions, case studies,
and the data, drawn from a variety of different types of "talk" and "text" are
operationalised as data analysis from the time span of the 2020 electoral campaign till
now. As the methodology for the discourse analysis, first, specific claims within the
chosen speeches (discourses) will be distinguished, further coded as products of speech
acts manually, then categorising the data (axes) into emerging patterns. “Discourse
analysis is the analysis of those patterns” (Phillips § Jorgensen, 2002) as a linguistically
grounded analysis of political language. Analysing the categories and meanings within
discourse, interpreting these results, and documenting these findings, newly emerged
patterns will emerge. New patterns and changes in those patterns will become a key to a
newly emerging theory and picture of non-electoral political representation in autocratic
regimes. Accordingly, inductive reasoning as a method is used and Belarus as a single

case study to examine those patterns.

Analysts often explain politics as a relationship between language and power,
specifically that political control is a form of language control” (Wilson, 2015, p.777).
Discourse is not produced without context into consideration... Discourses are always
connected to other discourses that were produced earlier, as well as those that already
exist (Wodak & Meyer, 2001). One of the central concerns of political discourse is the
question of how the world is presented to the public through forms of linguistic
representation (Wilson, 2015). The discourse analysis suits to analyse the representative
power of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya through the speeches and/or claim-making by

Saward.
Much research on political discourse focuses on political actors in a variety of contexts,

with the politician as the producer of discourse, as opposed to the politician as a product

of such discourse (Wilson, 2015). Politicians discursively construct what it is what they
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do, why they do it, and how out of all this they produce their own individual and
political group identities” (Wilson, 2015, p.785)

4. Empirical part

The empirical part consists of 10 speeches by Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya (see Annex
1 speeches). The speeches from 10 to 24 minutes long were selected as the most
prominent public speeches of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya. 5 of them were made in
Belarus as part of a presidential campaign rally or on a TV broadcasting program
presidential campaign with the Belarusian audience involved. The 1st speech in Belarus
was on the 19th of July 2020, during the start of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s presidential
campaign in Minsk. The Tsikhanouskaya part lasted 10 minutes and was done with
Tsepkalo and Babariko headquarters representatives involved. The 2d speech, 16
minutes long, was on the TV national broadcasting channel when all registered
candidates for president of the Republic of Belarus gave their speeches. The 3d speech
was on the TV national broadcasting channel one more time as a final speech for a
candidacy for president of the Republic of Belarus, 23 minutes long. The 4th speech is
in Minsk on the 30th of July, 2020, as a part of a pre-electoral, registered rally and a
presidential campaign with Tsepkalo and Babariko headquarters representatives.
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s part lasted 24 minutes. The 5Sth, last speech was done on the
YouTube channel of a non-registered candidate, Viktor Babariko, on the 7th of August,
2 days before the official day of elections. It was named a “message to the Belarusian
people from a presidential candidate Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya”. After this speech, in 4

days, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya would flee Belarus into Lithuania.

The selected speeches performed in the European Union were 12-16 minutes long. The
first speech in the European parliament was an award of the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought, which Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya received on the 16th of
December 2020. The second speech was on the 24th of November 2021, in the
European Parliament again for the European Parliament Members as a targeted
audience. The 3d speech was the interview in November 2022 to the newspaper
POLITICO, where Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya first time claimed herself publicly a
“president-elect”. The 4th speech refers to the quotation of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya by
the president of the European Parliament Roberta Metsola. The 5th speech, 16 minutes
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long, is the second speech of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya in the European Parliament, 2
years after the 1st one, on the 13th of September 2023. It was performed after the
Russian War of Aggression had already started. 4 out of 5 selected speeches inside the
European Union were done for the European Parliament Members as an audience. The
speeches were taken from the YouTube open access and transcribed, further manually

coded.

The coding was done based on Saward’s claim-making theory, and every claim was
coded based on its content. It further led to the identification of 14 frames, seen below.
After that, all claims were assigned, grouped, and distributed thematically on these 14

main topics (see Annex 2 coding):

In Belarus speeches: 1. - political narratives; autocratic regime; political repressions;
political injustice. 2. - moral obligations; claim/framing - ’'m a wife; family narrative. 3.
- mobilising messages; mobilisation. 4. - claim - elections 2020 would be different from
all (4) before; claim on the emergence of a concept “New Belarus”. 5. - Political
demands to the pre-electoral Belarusian regime; presidential campaign of Svietlana

Tsikhanouskaya.

In the EU speeches: 6. - Belarusian citizens will construct. 7. - European narrative. 8. -
claim - Belarusians are Europeans (historically, culturally). 9. - Portraying Belarusians
as heroes. 10. - human rights in Belarus. 11.- claim -I’m a president of the Republic of
Belarus. 12. Political demands towards the EU; guidelines for MEPs to act alike. 13.
Belarusian autocratic regime as a threat to the EU. 14. Lukashenko’s illegality and state

of criminality.

Further, all distributed claims were operationalised based on Saward’s concept of
claim-making (see Annex 2 coding). As an example, one of a representative claim by
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya:

“Authorities decided to use their own methods - detentions. At the time of registration,
Sergei was sitting in a temporary detention center, for far-fetched reasons he was not

registered’ (Speech 1, 2020), was operationalised as:
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(M) Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) electoral authoritarianism, autocratic elections, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) participants of the rally in Minsk. All other

claims were coded respectively.

The analysis of claims promised to answer the main research question. Both speeches
within Belarus and within the European Union led to emerging results. They could not
be separated as it is a continuing narrative of Belarusian people’s will representation and
political representation in autocratic regimes. At the same time, the speeches within the
European Union specifically answered the question of how political representation is
performed and legitimised towards the European Union. The measurement of variables
was 14 emerged themes/frames accordingly. Every frame was analysed individually and
in comparison with each other. After all analytical steps were completed, the following

results emerged:

5. Results

Due to the multifacetedness of the research agenda, the section <resultsy is divided on

four subtopics:

5.1. Non-elected representation of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya, from framing herself as a representative and leader of a
pro-democratic movement in 2020 and a person to organise free and fair elections inside
Belarus and step away: “within six months I will create conditions and hold fair and
independent elections for a new president, and this president will be chosen by YOU!”
(Speech 11, 2020), became a representative of Belarusian citizens without the traditional

electoral power at the EU level.

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya claims to be a representative of the Belarusian people’s will
towards the EU through strong claim-making about Belarusians being inherently
Europeans, which lies as a red thread through all claims and is a core idea of all

analysed public speeches.
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Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya starts from claims about Belarusians’ democratic, peaceful
but brutally oppressed post-electoral mobilisation in 2020, connects it to the democratic
values of Belarusian society and its belief in a democratic future: “We stood for our
freedom, dignity, national identity, but we faced the brutal nature of the regime”
(Speech VI, 2020). Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya uses aesthetic representation to “create
that which is to be represented” (Saward, 2010, p.310): “on your way to the European
Parliament, you could see a shocking photo on the facade of the building. A woman in
white, falling down to her knees before the riot police” (Speech VI, 2020), “Two
realities confronted: peaceful bright people with flags and flowers against armed men in

black hiding their faces behind balaclavas (a photo showed)” (Speech VI, 2020).

Ms. Tsikhanouskaya highlights the connectedness and possibility of the Belarusian
democratic future with the future of the European Union, framing Belarus’s democratic
movement as being directed towards the European Union membership:
“Our strategic objective -Belarus membership in the European Union” (Speech X,
2023), “European Union is our ultimate destination - period” (Speech X, 2023).
She claims that European political rights include the rights of the Belarusian citizens

and, thus, those unjustly imprisoned:

“882 of my fellow citizens have been recognized to be in prison for exercising basic
political rights people in the rest of Europe take for granted” (Speech VII, 2020),

giving an emphasis on the political prisoners in Belarus.

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya legitimises these claims as the geographical connection
Belarus has to Europe and European Union, Belarus’ European (cultural and historical)
past, and Belarus’ inherent Europeanness:

“Belarusians are fundamentally European” (Speech VIII, 2022),
“Belarusians were always a part of Europe and will always be” (Speech 1X, 2023),
“Europe is where we come from and where we are heading” (Speech X, 2023).

Ms. Tsikhanouskaya claims Belarus is already a part of a European nation: “... these are
only some of the courageous people our European nation is extremely proud of™”
(Speech VI, 2020), stating “European aspirations of Belarusians” (Speech X, 2023).

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya emphasises the (inter)dependence of the European Union on
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the democratic development and freedom of Belarus, as the EU security politics:

“Without free Belarus, Europe is not fully free either” (Speech VI, 2020).

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya uses a frame of Europe’s moral obligation to support the
democratic path in Belarus as a geographical neighbour, “forgotten Europeans”,
possible future member,

and securitization strategy for the European Union, Russian war of aggression as a
threat to the European project:

“Our fight for freedom is your fight for freedom too” (Speech VII, 2021).

Ms. Tsikhanouskaya claims that New (democratic) Belarus must be a part of the
European Union and appeals to a democratic partnership now. She creates a new image
of the European project:

“Without Belarus and Ukraine, the European project will not be completed. A European
project from Lisbon to Minsk is a nightmare for Putin, but for us, it's a reality we strive

to live in” (Speech X, 2023).

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya not only speaks about the Belarusian constituency towards
the European Parliament Members but also shows, using symbolic representation.
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s hands hold Belarusian citizens’ lives: in her hands are a
Belarusian red-white-red national flag, which symbolises a democratic movement but
forbidden in Belarus, photographs of the bitten people, peaceful but violently met

protesting people, portraits of Belarusian opposition figures, who are detained.

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya continues with the appeal to the European Parliament
members about the unfair elections of 2020, the unpopularity and criminality of
Lukashenko among the Belarusian population, and thus a complete loss of any
legitimacy of Lukashenko’s regime. She calls the European Parliament Members to help
to criminally prosecute Lukashenko for Lukashenko’s contribution to the loss of
sovereignty and independence of Belarus in regard to the Russian war of aggression and
crimes against humanity:
“Finally, help us to bring Lukashenko to a count, murderers, and opening of death

squads, the torture of peaceful protesters, the abduction of Ukrainian kids, launching a

quiet war against Belarusians and collaboration in a war against Ukraine” (Speech X,

2023).
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“I am the Belarusian president-elect,...” (Speech VIII, 2022). “The West must stop
pretending Lukashenko is president” (Speech VIII, 2022) - Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya
declares to be and calls on the West to stop calling Lukashenko a president. At the same
time, at the first rally towards the Belarusian audience, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya stated:
“I'm not a politician” (Speech I, 2020), denying her political background and political
ambitions, but saying:

“I am here for love. My husband, Sergei Tikhanousky” (Speech I, 2020).

Ms. Tsikhanouskaya appeals to common universal values such as family values and
family anguish due to an autocratic regime:

“When all is left of your child is a framed photograph with a black ribbon. Because they
beat him to death” (Speech VII, 2021)

Human rights frame, and its extreme violations are used extensively:
“Alexandr Raikovski, he was protesting against the falsified elections. ... and he was
shot dead” (Speech VI, 2020). “People in prisons were poisoned with chlorine”
(Speech VII, 2021). “Activist Vitold Ashurak died in prison for unknown reasons.
17-year old Dzmitry Stakhouski couldn't bear the endless interrogations by the police...
He killed himself” (Speech VII, 2021). “In June, political prisoner Stsiapan Latypau
attempted suicide in court because the regime threatened to torture his father if he
didn t plead guilty” (Speech VII, 2021). Belarusian citizens commit suicide due to the

tortures within the juridical system of the incumbent Belarusian regime.

Beyond aesthetic, cultural, and electoral representation, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya
claims the absence of Belarus’ agenda representation in the world media. Thus, she
mentions a new dimension - media representation as part of a political representation:
“Meanwhile, in Europe, many said that the situation must have “stabilized” since there
were no new pictures of mass protests”. “In Europe, the media interest in Belarus was

rapidly vanishing” (Speech VII, 2021)

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya not only speaks about the Belarusian constituency towards
the European Parliament Members but also shows, using symbolic representation.
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s hands hold Belarusian citizens’ lives: in her hands are a

Belarusian red-white-red national flag (during speech X), which symbolises a
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democratic movement in Belarus, photographs of the bitten citizens, peaceful but
violently met protesters (during speech VI), portraits of Belarusian opposition figures,

who are detained (during speech VI).

5.2. Presidential campaign of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya was running a pro-democratic presidential campaign in a
stable since 1996 electoral autocracy. The campaign was “unusual”, as Svietlana
Tsikhanouskaya stated:

“New, honest, fair elections, with the participation of all alternative candidates and
transparent vote counting. By voting for me, you are voting for new, honest, and fair
elections”

(Speech I1I, 2020),

and regarded the democratic principles.

Claims done as part of a presidential campaign in Belarus held mobilising meaning and
created a strong mobilisation message to the civic population of Belarus:

“The authorities thought that this was the end of it. But no, that's where it all started”

(Speech 1, 2020).

There were a lot of very strong mobilising messages: with an emphasis to defend the
votes “no matter what happens next” (Speech I, 2020):

“We have two ways: to continue living in poverty and unfulfilled promises or to build

the Belarus we deserve” (Speech II, 2020). Another claim is
“One last thing is to protect your voice. ... The authorities should realise that we are the
absolute majority and we will never stand aside” (Speech 111, 2020),
“The incumbent president has been in power for 26 years not because the people want

him, but because he doesn't want to leave” (Speech 111, 2020).

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya as an alternative candidate, was threatened through the
threats to her children. Ultimately, it led Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya to flee to the
European Union on the 11th of August, 2020: 2 days after the official day of elections.

5.3. Comparative analysis of the speeches done in Belarus and in the European

Union

22



When comparing claims and speeches done in Belarus and in the European Union, the
following pattern is seen: Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya was consistent in her claims
throughout the considered period 2020-2024. The democratic narrative of claims done
in Belarus didn’t change and continued in the European Union. Change from the
Belarusian audience to the European one created completely new discourses and claims

but didn’t change the semantic component as such.

For example, Ms. Tsikhanouskaya addressed electoral authoritarianism to Belarusian
audiences: “Authorities decided to use their own methods - detentions. At the time of
registration, Sergei was sitting in a temporary detention center, for far-fetched reasons
he was not registered” (Speech 1, 2020), “We can't have fair elections” (Speech 1, 2020)
and openly talked about political injustice. Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya continued to
address political injustice and the autocratic system of elections to the European
Parliament Members: “If we invited all of the Belarusians unjustly imprisoned for the
wrong colour of their dress or socks, even four halls like this one would not be enough
room” (Speech VII, 2021), at the same time using more strong expressions: “Unlike the

war in Ukraine, ours is a quiet war” (Speech X, 2023).

Another example of consistency, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya claimed to the Belarusian
audience: “When this government leaves, we will not lose our independence, we will
gain our freedom” (Speech III, 2020) and continued to the European Parliament
audience the narrative of independence: “Our fight for freedom is your fight for freedom
too” (Speech VII, 2021), “Lukashenka is gambling with Belarus’ sovereignty. We must
Stay firm in non-recognition policy and be clear that independence and sovereignty
cannot be traded or undermined” (Speech VII, 2021). The narrative of freedom and
independence was present for both Belarusian and European audiences, but for the
European audience, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya added a strong European narrative,

which was absent for a Belarusian audience.

Claims made in Belarus hold the same as for the European audience condemning
character of the incumbent autocratic regime. “I despise the government for the
nefarious methods it has used to get rid of its competitors” (Speech 1, 2020), “Peaceful

people were beaten, peaceful people were taken away in autozaks, peaceful people were
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taken away to an unknown direction, I looked at the police and OMON and thought -
what are you doing?” (Speech 1V, 2020). Ms. Tsikhanouskaya continued the
condemnation of violence and a narrative about the detention of peaceful protesters to
the European Parliament audience: “Belarus actively resisting a regime that has only
grown more abusive” (Speech VII, 2021), “Detainees marked with different colours to
determine how severely they should be beaten by the police officers. It’s a peaceful
Belarus” (Speech VI, 2020).

With that, very new claims emerged when the European Parliament members got
involved as an audience for claim-making. Predominantly portraying Belarusians as
Europeans was done in the claims for the European Parliament members and was absent
for the Belarusian audience. There were narratives completely absent in Belarus: they
emerged only with the European Parliament audience involved. One of them is the
membership of Belarus in the European Union. Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya several times
claimed through different statements that “our strategic objective - Belarus membership
in the European Union” (Speech X, 2023), "We chose Europe centuries ago. We
reconfirmed that choice in 2020. You know, sometimes people say: how did it come that
there were no European flags in protests in 2020? Of course, they were there. Our
national white-red-white flag (showing it to the public) is a European flag. These
colours symbolise freedom, our European past and our European future. Europe is
where we come from and where we are heading” (Speech X, 2023). At the same time, in
the period of Belarusian protests in 2020, no claim was made about mobilisation to have

a pro-European character.

All those frames and themes, which emerged during the speeches in Belarus, were used
after in the European Union. Nevertheless, none of the European Union themes/frames

was used before, in Belarus.

5.4. Unexpected results

The thematic pattern has tremendously changed since the EU audience involvement.
The EU audience created EU-dominant discourse in regard to the Belarusian citizens’
voicened ‘preferences’. While Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya does not have traditional

electoral power, she is recognised as a representative through the construction of a
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Belarusian constituency and its will towards the EU. “Belarusians want”, “Belarusians
asked me to say...” expressions to construct the represented constituency. Svietlana
Tsikhanouskaya started to construct the preferences of Belarusian citizens as the
European Union membership dominant, when the European Parliament members as an
audience got involved. European preferences of Belarusians were absent during the

analysed speeches done in Belarus.

“Constituencies, like communities, have to be “imagined”... . The equivalent of Klee’s
painting is required in order to make it imaginable, to make it visible, normally both to
the would-be members of that constituency and to a wider potential audience” (Saward,
2010, p.51). Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya constructs the constituency of Belarusian citizens

2 (13

and portrays it as “humble”, “furious”, “grateful”, and as “heroes”, as “Europeans”
towards the EU. Thus, the aesthetic depiction is linked to the political representation in
this case study, even though it’s only Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s depiction of a
constituency. Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya depicted potential constituencies of Belarusian
citizens towards the Belarusian audience as “peaceful people who want a peaceful
change”, “courageous, talented, creative people”, “worthy specialists”. The image of a
Belarusian constituency for a Belarusian audience was different than for the European

Union.

The results shown above display that different audiences created different discourses.
From the messages aiming at mobilising the Belarusian population and the presidential
campaign on new free and fair elections, the discourse has been changed to Belarus' EU
membership. From claiming to be a wife without political ambitions to the Belarusian
audience, the discourse has been changed to claiming to be a president-elect and

Lukashenko being criminally prosecuted to the European and Western audiences.
The results show the newly emerged theory: claims will differ based on the audiences
involved, and audiences construct the agenda (object) of those claims. Thus,

constituency interests are constructed based on the audience directed.

6. Discussion
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The findings of this study confirm the findings of previous studies on political
representation in autocratic regimes (electoral autocracy), non-electoral representatives

and Belarus elections but add new, more precise findings:

6.1. Electoral autocracy

The literature review highlighted that there are special conditions when elections in
autocratic states can play an insubordinate role, but pointing to an empirical research
gap on those conditions (Cotta, M., 2020, p.155). Belarus case study showed that one of
those special conditions might be when an oppositional candidate mobilises the civic
population through the presidential campaign. Other conditions can contribute to the
insubordinate role of elections in autocratic regimes, but this study does not reveal other

possible conditions.

At the same time, it might seem paradoxical that Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya was allowed
to run her pro-democratic presidential campaign in the autocratic system. She openly
talked about corruption, political injustice, and an unfair electoral system during her
presidential campaign: “We don't need million-dollar private jets. We don't need
expensive events for the president and his family at the expense of the people. We will
not spend your children's and grandchildren's tax dollars on their entertainment like the
current government does. We will spend them on pensions because that is our sacred
responsibility” (Speech III, 2020). It could be to show the legitimacy of the incumbent
system: regularly held elections are the instruments of conveying the image of a
legitimate regime (Cotta, 2020, p.154). Nevertheless, the speeches precisely opposed
this legitimacy. Speeches of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya played a considerable role in the
biggest mobilisation of the Belarusian civic population. Shesterinina & Matejova (2024)
stated that for an electoral change to happen, the citizens should cross the revolutionary
threshold, making their personal preferences public. Citizens of Belarus made their
preferences public through the mass protests, but it didn’t cause an electoral change.
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya left Belarus 2 days after the elections, independently or was
brought out by force. There is no research done yet on the possible scenario if Svietlana
Tsikhanouskaya stayed in Belarus. Hypothetically, it can be argued that the outcome of
the protests could be different.
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Cotta (2020) revealed that the main advantage for incumbents in autocratic regimes is
that those candidates admitted to the electoral race were admitted from above in
comparison with the democratic delegation from below (Cotta, 2020, p.152). It was true
in the Belarus case study: Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya was admitted from above.
Lukashenko stated that the only left oppositional candidate Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya as
“a woman will never be a president in this country” (as cited Jalalzei, 2023). Four years
later, Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya does not have parliamentary power to be named the

president of the Republic of Belarus.

6.2. Non-electoral representatives

Due to the autocratic set of Belarus elections 2020, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya became a
non-elected representative of a Belarusian pro-democratic movement, when she left
Belarus on the 11th of August, 2020. It was argued that non-electoral democratic
representation is sought from 3 points of view: constituency, democratic bodies and

non-constituency, mainly through discursive interactions (Maia, 2012).

Non-electoral democratic representation of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya is secured through
the constituency - Belarusian citizens' communicative channels and legitimisation by
Belarusian citizens, democratic bodies acceptance - European Parliament and discursive
interactions, such as with the media. Thus, accountability comes mainly from the
constituency. Such democratic bodies as the European Parliament play a role in the
legitimation of the non-electoral character of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya. Non-elected
representatives operate in the spaces of democratic power, so that they are subjects to
democratic standards (Fossheim, 2023). Meanwhile, the European Parliament does not
hold Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya accountable, but Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya asks the
European Parliament to hold accountability in regard to the democratic standards and

crimes against humanity in Belarus.

As a non-elected representative in a traditional political theory understanding, Svietlana
Tsikhanouskaya legitimises herself through claim-making. A cultural and aesthetic
domain of political representation emerges. By convincing the audience (European
Parliament Members) through cultural and aesthetic representation that Belarusians

have the same cultural code and cultural belonging, portraying Belarusians culturally,
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historically, and geographically as Europeans, the legitimation by the EU audience
occurs. It is unclear whether the legitimation would occur without this construct and
what else it can be used for, except the legitimation effect. “In politics, portrayals of
constituencies or the nation or voters’ interests are just that: portrayals” (Saward, 2010,

p.312).

To portray, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya uses not only figures of speech such as
“Belarusians furious about the Russian invasion”, “grateful towards the EU”,
“representing them as such and such” (Saward, 2010, p.312), but also images of a
constituency, performative means and national symbols: “our national white red white
flag (showing it to the public) is a European flag” (Speech X, 2023). Svietlana
Tsikhanouskaya states the Belarusian citizens' needs: “Belarusianswant to hear from
you that the EU is waiting for us. Belarusians want to hear that our country will not be
given to Putin” (Speech X, 2023). “Representing the other needs, goals, situations and
in fact, who they are” (Saward, 2010, p.312), Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya becomes a
representative of the Belarusian people’s will towards the EU. New images of a
represented constituency occur during the process of representation through

claim-making.

Political representation has become an aesthetic and cultural performing of it in this
case study. The cultural belonging of Belarusians towards the European Union is the
core idea of the done in the European Union speeches. Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya claims
the legitimisation of her political representation of Belarusians to the EU audiences
primarily through cultural and aesthetic means, not through human rights violations, an
autocratic regime and its sufferings. She mentions it, but they are not emphasised as
strongly in the speeches as an inherited Europeanness and European cultural code of
Belarusians. In Saward’s representational claim, an object “is a picture, a portrait, an
image of that electorate, not the thing itself” (Saward, 2010, p.310). “A representation, a
political claim, is nothing if it is not heard, seen, or read by its intended audience”

(Saward, 2010, p.312).

Symbolic objects such as flags, images, and photographs of a constituency make it an
aesthetic, symbolic, and cultural representation in a political representation. As a

painter, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya depicts a constituency - nation and becomes a
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representative of it. “A representative — or someone making a representative claim —
has necessarily to be creative. ... She has to be an artist — though, as I have commented
above, not necessarily a good one — to operate aesthetically, to evoke the represented”

(Saward, 2010, p. 310).

Saward’s theory describes how constituency interests are socially constructed (2010). In
Belarus’ case study, it is impossible to know whether Belarusians want to join the EU:
electoral authoritarianism hides the real preferences of Belarusian citizens. At the same
time, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya constructed this interest and pro-European ‘aspirations’
of Belarusians. In the end, the wish to have new free and fair elections was voicened by
Belarusian citizens in 2020 during mass protests and mobilisation. After that, Svietlana
Tikhanouskaya constructs the interests of Belarusians through claim-making in the

international arena to represent the constituency.

Another finding is the influence of different audiences on the object (O) of a claim. The
study showed that audiences changed the agenda of the claims - different audiences
construct a different object (O) of a representative claim. “By accepting, contesting or
rejecting a representative claim, the audience is decisive for a claim-maker’s success or
failure” (Volk, 2020, p. 602). Thus, a claim-maker must produce the claims, which

would have a certain threshold of acceptability.

6.3. Scholarly significance and societal relevance

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya became the first case of non-electoral character to represent
the Belarusian people’s will internationally as a pro-democratic representative. Before
electoral authoritarianism was studied, habitual patterns were determined, but there was
no study before which would examine a non-electoral, pro-democratic representative at
the international level as a consequence of electoral autocracy and how she legitimises

her representation.
The study contributes to the research on political representation in autocratic regimes

with a democratic body as the European Parliament involved. It shows how political

representation embodies a cultural and aesthetic practice and a performative aspect. A
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claim-making by Saward embodies a discursive-performative approach to political

representation as this case study showed.

Currently, half of the world has electoral autocracy as a political system (Saward, 2010).
Political representation in such systems is impossible. The real preferences of citizens
can only be guessed. Claim-making as a theory of political representation can show an
open window to examine political representation in electoral autocracy differently.
Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya claims political representation at the same level as a
would-be electoral representative with legislative and juridical power. The hypothesis
that through claim-making, a non-elected representative can claim the same level of
validity and legitimacy is true in this single case study. “As such, ‘representation’ can be
said from this perspective not to exist; what exists are claims and their receptions”

(Saward, 2010, p.306).

Without Saward’s theory of claim-making (2010), it would be impossible to explain the

case of the political representation of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya.

7. Conclusion

The study was aimed to examine political representation in autocratic regimes.
Specifically: how does Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya claim to be a representative of the

Belarusian people’s will towards the EU?

10 speeches were used as primary data sources to draw conclusions and test the theory.
It is a limitation of this study. Due to the time frame and limited capacity of the
researcher involved, it is impossible to code all speeches of Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya.
Meanwhile, the limitation is not significant: the most remarkable and long in a time
speeches were considered. Thus, the limitation should not have impacted the research

results significantly.

Belarus, as a case study, proves the result of previous studies: political representation in
autocratic regimes is characterised by the extensive human rights violations, violation of
electoral rights and persecution of incumbents, terrorisation of a civic population in case

of mobilisation. Belarus’ election in 2020 was unprecedented on the level of political
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repression and civil mobilisation, the study shows that Svietlana Tsikhanosukaya's
strong mobilising messages could have played a major role in last. Meanwhile, extreme
human rights violations have continued after the electoral period till current times, and

are characterised by its prolonged character.

Belarus case study adds new dimensionality on a political representation of
non-electoral character: it functions through the cultural, aesthetic, and symbolic
operationalisation and representation. A non-electoral actor does not only give speeches
but performs through cultural and discursive means. Another finding that wasn’t
researched in previous studies is the influence of different audiences on claim-making.
Belarus case study adds that different audiences produce different discourses and

different content of claims.

Ms. Tsikhanouskaya claims to be a representative of the Belarusian people’s will
towards the EU through a construct of a common (European) identity, highlighting a
cultural, discursive, and performing dimension of political representation. Other
dimensions, such as a long-term dictatorial regime and an autocratic tradition of unfair,
fraudulent elections in Belarus, were not as significant as the constructed European
identity to add legitimacy to a representational power. The human rights frame, even
used extensively, wasn’t mentioned as often as the constructed European belonging,

thus playing not a major role.

Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya’s hands hold Belarusians’ lives. The Belarus case study
proves the main hypothesis: non-elected actors represent the constituency to an
audience involved and can construct and create the same level of political validity as

conventionally elected officials through claim-making by Saward.

7.1. Future research agenda

In the end, the research gives an open space for an epistemological discussion about
political representation of non-elected representatives. If political representation is
‘acting for someone’ (Pitkin, 1967), then claim-making by Saward cannot fully be used
to examine political representation. Without a juridical and legislative power, it can

hardly be called acting for a constituency. A claim-maker rather performs the political
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representation rather than actually acting for the constituency - it is impossible without a
traditional electoral power. Nevertheless, there is a left hypothesis whether the
audiences can become successful actors in acting upon the represented constituencies
when a claim-maker cannot. Theoretically, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya represents
Belarusian citizens in the best of their interests, but she cannot act in the best interest of
Belarusian citizens. As an actor, Svietlana Tsikhanouskaya cannot produce a result in
the interests of Belarusian citizens without judicial and legislative power, but

hypothetically European Parliament Members can.

Thus, further theory-based research is needed to examine the boundaries of the
epistemology of political representation. The findings of this case study question the
epistemological boundaries of political representation. Claim-making by Saward as a
non-electoral representation might not meet a traditional definition of political
representation. In addition to that, the influence of different audiences on the object (O)
of a representative claim and the finding that audiences changed the agenda of the

claims can be researched further.
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Annex 1_speeches:

Speech 1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZHCCKMSX 0 - 19 uronsa (MHHCK),
2020. “A Cpemrana TuxaHOBCKas M TakK BBIIUIO, YTO sI KAHAMJAT B MPE3UJICHTHI

Pecniyonuku benapych (amnoaucMentsl). S He monutuk. Ha stom Mecte mronu
IPUBBIKJIN BUJIETh MOJIUTUKOB, KOTOpble OOpIOTCS 3a BiIacTh. Ho Kak BbI 3HaeTe s 37€Ch
paau m06Bu. Moit myx, Cepreil TuxaHOBCKUI OpraHn30Baji 3TOT IPOEKT - CTpaHa JIst
KU3HU, B paMKax KOTOPOTO OH BCTPEYAICS C PAa3HBIMH JIIOAbMHU: C ACpyTaTraMu, C
npeanpuHuMarensimMu. C JIoapbMH MPOCTbIMHU, pabouumu. Pagu 3TOro mpoexkra oH
noexan mo Bceil bemapycu, 4ToObl BcTpedarsCcsi ¢ IPOCTHIMM pabOUYUMU, C MPOCTHIMU
JIOIBMH M Y3HABaTh KaK MM JKMBETCsS B Hameil crpane. M oH yBujen MHOro 60d, OH
pacckasplBal O KOPPYMLUH, O OECXO3IWCTBEHHOCTH, K COXKAJCHHUIO O MPOTHUBIICH
cynebHoi cucteme. M xorna Hapon, mronu nonpocwiu uartu Ceprest B IPE3UICHTHI, B
IPUHLIAIIE OH COIVIaCWJICS, OH pelIMJl MOWTH B Ipe3uaeHThl. Hamm Brmactu peuwin
JIEHCTBOBAaTh CBOMMH METONAaMH - 3ajepkanusiMu. Ha momeHnt pemmuctparuu, Ceprei
CUZAEI B H30JIATOPE BPEMEHHOIO 3aJEpKaHusA, II0 HAJAyMAaHHBIX IPUYMHAX €r0 HE
3aperucTpupoBaiu. M Brnactu gymanu, 4To Ha 3TOM Bce 3aKOH4YMThCA. Ho HET ¢ aToro
BCE TOJIBKO Hayalloch. Tak Kak B Halleld cembe Bcerga ObLIO OAMH 3a BCEX M BCE 3a
OZIHOTrO. Sl perminia BCTaTh HA MECTO My’Xa U MPOJOKUTH JIEJI0, KOTOPOE /7Sl HEro ObLIO
Tak BakHO. M MeHs 3apeructpupoBanu. M ¢ Toro MomeHnra pedsta Mbl yBHIEIU Ha
nuKeTax 1o cOopy moamnuceld Bce OSTH odepenud. Te Kro Tam ObUT BBl MOINIK
IOYYBCTBOBAaTh SHEPTETUKY APYT Apyra. Kak 3To KJIacCHO Korja Bbl 4YyBCTBYETE PSIIOM C
BaMU HE NPOCTO KaKHX-TO Jrofeil. Bl dyBcTByeTe 4TOo BBl BMecTe. Bbl mpunuim Ha
MUKETHl C €IUHOMN 11eN1bl0. Bbl 00beIMHMINCH B TOT MOMEHT, IIOHMMAaeTe, Balllk cepua
CTaJld €IMHBIM LENbIM. BBl NMOHSIM 4YTO BBl €JUHBIN Hapod. (amaoAMCMEHTHI). Bl
3HaeTre Moi cynpyr Cepreii THxXxaHOBCKHIA, M3-3a THYCHOM MPOBOKAIIMK B KOHIIE Mas,
orATh Haxoautcs B CU30 u oH He MoXeT MeHs noaaepxarb. Ho pebsra, st He cnanach
TOJIBKO 10 TOMY, YTO BCE ATO BpeMS sI YyBCTBOBaja Bally MOAAEPKKY. MHEe roBopuiuy,
Csera, Henb3s chaaBarbes. M 3HaeTe s mpes3uparo BiacTh 3a TO, KAKUMHU THYCHBIMU
METOJIaMH OHa cTajia W30aBIATHCS OT CBOMX KOHKYypeHTOB. UecTHas Ooprba - HET, HE
cipimanu  Takoro. CaMmbIX CHUJIBHBIX KaHAunatoB - Bukropa babapuka, Cepres
Tuxanosckoro, Banepus llenkano He 3apeructpupoBanu. Tak Kak yBHIEIH B HHUX
yrpo3y. Ho BbI jxe moHMMaeTe, 4To CHJIa ¥ yrpo3a [Uld BIACTH - 3TO HE KaHIUIATHI, 3TO
monu benapycu, koTopble He XOTAT OOJbILE KUTh B YHH)KEHHH, KOTOPBIE XOTST XKHUTh B
cBOoOOMHOI cTpaHe (ammoaucmenthl). [me miomelt He OyayT XBarath U OpocaTh B
aBTO3aKU Ha yIUIAX M KUJATh B TIOPbMY 110 HaJyMaHHBIX NpuunHax. Pe0sTa, MHe ObLIO
OYEeHb TSKEJIO M IMO3TOMY S IPHUHSIA MOMOINb OT mTaboB Bukropa babapuko u
Bukropa llenkano. Mpl O0beAMHWIM HAIlM YCWIHSA TOJNBKO JJIS TOTO, YTOOBI
00bemHUTE. HO 4TOOBI MOOEANTh HAaM HYXHBI BBl BCE, aOCOJIOTHO BCE JIFOM HAallleh
ao0umoin ctpanbl. M s Xouy paccka3arh NPUHIUIBI, HA OCHOBAHMM KOTOPBIX MBI
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0o0beAMHWINCh. BO MEpBBIX MBI NPU3BIBAEM TOJIOCOBATh TOJBKO 9 Oro aBrycra - HET
JOCPOYHOMY T'OJIOCOBaHUIO. BTOpPOii MpUHIIMT Ha KOTOPOM COIUTHCH BCE MITAOBI 3TO YTO
HEOOXOIMMO OCBOOOIUTH BCEX IMOJIMT3AKIIOUEHHBIX. JTO MEPBOCTEIIEHHAs 3a/ada - a
TaK)Ke SKOHOMHYECKUX 3aKIIOYCHHBIX. TpeTuil MyHKT - 3T0 mocie Toro kak CBeTiaHa
TuxaHOBCKasi BBIMTPaeT BBIOOpHI 9 oOro aprycra, Mbl TPOBEIEM HOBBIC YECTHBIC
a0COITIOTHO TPO3pavHbIe BBEIOOPHI - C TEMH KaHIUJAaTaMH, KOTOPBIX Ha 3TOM JTare He
JOMyCTWIH. B 4eCTHBIX BBIOOpPAaX CMOTYT yY4acTBOBATh BCE AJIbTCPHATUBHBIC KaHIUIAThI
- KTO BUAMX CHJIBl B HUX y4acTBOBaTh. Mbl BEPUM B TO, YTO B 3TOM T'OZY MbI CMOXEM
3alIUTUTH Halu rojoca. [loaToMy MBI Ipu3bIBaeM BCeX HaOIonaresei y4acTBOBaTh B
HAOMIONEHUH, YTOOBI MBI TOKPBUIM BCE YYAaCTKH, YTOOBl YMEHBIIUTh PHUCK
(danpcudukanuu. A TaKxke 4To ObI HE CIYYWIOCH IIOTOM , MBI 00si3aHa 3alUINAaTh CBOU
rosioca. Moil Cympyr 3HaeTe NpHU3bIBaJl paHbIIe WUTHOPUPOBATH BHIOOPHL. Sl HE xouy
Ha3bIBaTh (DaMWIIAHM, HO TTOKA OJMH W3BECTHBINM yJaCTBYET M OJHA U3BECTHASI CUUTACT - Y
Hac YECTHBIX BBIOOPOB OBITh HE MOXET (AIUIOMMCMEHTHI). DTO HE 3aHYHUT YTO B ITOM
TOAY MBI TIOBEPHJIM B YECTHBIC BHIOOPHI - HET. Be1OOpHI OyayT chanbcuduimpoBansl u
MBI Bce 00 3TOM 3HaeM. HO MMEHHO B 3TOM TrOAy MBI YBEPEHBI YTO MBI CMOXEM
MIPOKOHTPOJIIMPOBATh IOJI0CA, KAKUM 00pa3oM OHU pacrpenessuiuch. V Mbl Obl He MOILTH
Ha 3TOT 1Iar eciu Obl HE OBLIM yBepeHbI B cBoell mobdeze. Ho gaxe korna BHIOOPH! OymyT
chanbcupUIUPOBaHbI, MBI 3HAEM YTO HAPOJ IMOJHUMET ceOs C JAMBAHOB U 3AIIUTUT
ceou romoca. I Cpemrana TuxaHOBcKas Xo4dy cTaTh npe3uaeHToM B PecmyOnuku
Benapych pamm mepeMeH, paad HOBBIX YECTHBIX OTKPBITHIX BBIOOPOB Iociie 9oro
aBrycTta 3toro roga. Bcem 6omnpiioe criacu6o.” (11 MunyT peus).

Speech 1. July 19 (Minsk), 2020. (10 minutes) "I am Svetlana Tikhanovskaya and it
so happens that I am a candidate for President of the Republic of Belarus (applause). I
am not a politician. In this place people are used to seeing politicians who fight for
power. But as you know I am here for love. My husband, Sergei Tikhanovsky,
organized this project - a country for life, within the framework of which he met with
different people: with deputats, with entrepreneurs, simple, working people. For the
sake of this project he travelled all over Belarus to meet ordinary workers, ordinary
people and find out how they live in our country. And he saw a lot of pain, he talked
about corruption, about mismanagement, unfortunately about the rotten judicial system.
And when the people, people asked Sergei to go to the presidency, in principle he
agreed, he decided to go to the presidency. Our authorities decided to use their own
methods - detentions. At the time of registration, Sergei was sitting in a temporary
detention centre, for far-fetched reasons he was not registered. And

thought that this was the end of it. But no, that's where it all started. Since in our family

it's always been one for all and all for one. I decided to step into my husband's shoes
and continue the work that was so important to him. And I got registered. And from that

moment on. guys, we saw all these lines at the signature pickets. Those of you who
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Noulealized thatlyouNareNoneNpEopIEN (pplause). You know my husband Sergey

Tikhanovsky, because of the heinous provocation at the end of Mayj, is in jail again and
he can't support me. But guys, I did not give up only because all this time I felt your
support. They told me, Sveta, you can't give up. And you know, I despise the
government for the nefarious methods it has used to get rid of its competitors. A fair

competition - no, you don't hear that. [ EONEENCINGIUACSERO OS]
OIS NSERCNSSISNOMNSESIEY. B causc they saw them as a threat.
in a free country(applausc). Wiere people won't be grabbed and thrown info autozaks
O OSSN RRSISHEGNEasoNS . Gy, it was very hard for
me and that's why I accepted help from the headquarters of Viktor Babariko and Viktor

Tsepkalo. We united our efforts just to unite. But _
_. And I want to tell you the principles on the basis of

which we have united.

First of all, we urge you to vote only on the 9th of August.The second principle on
which all headquarters agreed was that|IIDOIICANDISONCISSNOUIIDEICICAseal This is
the first priority, as well as economic prisoners. The third point is that after Svetlana
Tihanovska wins the elections on August 9, we will hold new honest and absolutely
transparent elections - with those candidates who were not allowed at this stage. All
alternative candidates - who see the strength to participate - will be able to take part in
fair elections. We believe that this year we will be able to protect our votes. Therefore,

_ in the observation so that we cover all polling

stations to reduce the risk of fraud. And also no matter what happens next, _
_. My spouse, you know, has called before to ignore the
election. I don't want to name the names, but as long as one famous person participates
and one famous person calculates the votes -we can't have fair elections (applause). This
does not mean that this year we believe in fair elections - no. The elections will be
rigged and we all know it. But this is the year we believe that we will be able to control

the votes, how they were distributed. And we wouldn't have taken this step if we weren't
will get up from their couches and protect their votes] I Svetlana Tikhanovskaya want to

become president in the Republic of Belarus for the sake of change, for the sake of new
fair open elections after August 9th of this year. Thank you all very much." (11 minute
speech).

Speech II. July 22, 2020. (Minsk) Biggest national channel broadcasting. Candidates
into the presidency of the Republic of Belarus.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GONNzvKSROU (16 MuHyT)

S Caernana TuxaHoOBCKas, KaHIUAAT B mpe3uneHTsl PecnyOmuku bemapyces. S He
MOJUTUK. DTO Mol My, Cepreld TuxaHOBCKHI XOTeN 0aNJIOTUPOBATHCS B MPE3UICHTHI
bemapycs, u 3a 310 OH celdyac B TIOpbME. Sl NpuHANA pelleHHEe MPOLOJDKUTH JEN0
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CBOETO MyXKa U 3aperucTpupoBaTbCsi B KaHAMJATBI BMECTO Hero. Biactu He
3apEeTUCTPUPOBAIIA €r0 U JPYIUX CHIIBHBIX KaHAUAaToB, Bukropa babapuko u Banepus
Henkano, Ho 3apeructpupoBan MeHsa. [louemy? Iloromy 9YTO OHHM BHAST B 3TUX
MYy>K4UHaX yrpo3y. TOJIbKO OHU HE TOHSUIH, YTO yTPpo3a ISl BIIACTH - 3TO HE KaHIUATHI.
DTO HaApoj, KOTOPOMY HAJI0ETO0 CHACTh B YHIDKEHHWH W HecBoOome. Moit myx Cepreit
TuxaHOBCKHMI BMeCTe B IpyrMMH KaHIUAaTaMu pa3Oyaui OeIopycoB, KOTOPHIE YKe He
BEPHYTHCS B YIOOHOE JUIs MPaBUTENBLCTBA CIsiiiee cocTosiHue. Sl Huyero He Oyay BaM
o0eniare, sl TOTO Y HAaC €CTh ApYrue JIoAu. 26 T OHU pa3faroT MyCcThle OOCIIaHus,
OHM TOBOPSAT MPO XOPOILIYI0 MeHCcHuto, 3apnaary mno 500, 1ocToiiHoe 31paBOOXpaHEHUE,
HO OHHU HE CIEP)KMBAIOT CBOMX OOemaHuil. f ke pacckaky BaM O TOM, YTO Ha CaMOM
Jierie TPOUCXOAUT B cTpaHe. 1o, 4yTo BhI HE YBUJETE IO TEJIEBU30pY. S pacckaxy Bam
npaBay. [lo TeneBu3opy BaM HE MOKaXYT, YTO Yy JEHWCTBYIOIIErO MPE3UJIEHTa OYEHb
HHU3KUH PEUTHHI, YTO €ro MOIIEPKUBAET COBCEM MAJIO JIOAEH, HO 3TO mpasaa. Ilo
TEJIEBU30PY BaM HE MOKAXKYT, YTO YXKE HECKOJIBKO MECSALEB II0 BCEH CTpaHe
BBICTPAanBAIOTCS KHJIOMETPOBBIE OYEpequ M3 OENopycoB, KOTOpBIE TPEOYIOT YTOOBI
Cepres TuxanoBckoro, Bukropa babapuko u Ipyru3 moJuT3aKIIOYEHHBIX BBITYCTHIN
U3 TIOpEM, HO 3TO npasaa. [lo TeneBu3opy BaM HE MOKAXYT, YTO JIFOAU KOTOPBIE IPOCTO
MUPHO TYJISUIA TIO YAULE U HE JeJiajid HUYero IJI0XO0, 3aJep>KUBAIOT U XBAaTalOT, HO 3TO
npasja.

[To TeneBu30py BamM HE MOKAXYT, YTO aOCOTIOTHOE OOJBIITMHCTBO MPOTUB CETOAHSIITHEHN
BIACTH U XOYET HOBOIO IPE3UACHTA, HO 3TO npasna. [1o TeneBu30y BaM HE IOKAXKYT,
YTO OENopyChl YMOJISIOT Y4YUTEIeH M BCeX, KOTO 3acTaBIAIOT MOJJEbIBATh MOJCUET
TOJIOCOB, HE COIIAIIaThCs Ha 3TO mpectyiuieHue. M ato npasaa. I1o TeneBusopy Bam He
MNOKaXYT B KakoW HHUIIETE >KUBET OOJblIas 4acTh HACEJIEHHUsS, U Kak OOraro >KMBYT
YMHOBHUKH, HO 3TO IpaBaa. Ilo TeneBuszopy Bam HE MOKaXyT, YTO OT KOpOHABHpYycCa
yMEpJI0 HAMHOTO OOJbIIE YENOBEK, YeM TOBOPUT MMH3/paB. [lo TeneBu3opy Bam He
HNOK&)XYT, YTO BallMX JIOOMMBIX BEAYLUIMX YBOJMIM 3a TO, YTO OHHM IOCMEIHU
BBICKAa3aThCsl MPOTHB HBIHEIIHETO Mpe3uAeHTa, HO 3TOo mpasna. Menura CraHioTa,
Jmutpuii Bpanrens, AHTOH MapteiHeHKko, asaasa Bans, Maprapura JleBuyk, u npyrue
ObUIM YBOJIEHBI TOTOMY YTO HE COIVIACHBI C HbIHEIIHeH BiacTeio. Ho 310 mpasna.
TeneBuzop ceiuac MPUHAUICKNAT celdyac TOJIBKO OJHOMY uenoBeky. I[Toatomy Bce, kTo
CMOTPHUT TEJIEBU30pP HUKOIJA HE Y3HAKOT IpaBay. Sl Npulula B MOJIUTUKY HE paau
BJIACTH, a PaJy CIpaBeATUBOCTU. Mos IJIaBHAs 1I€Ib - OPraHU30BaTh YECTHBIE BHIOOPHI,
C y4acTHEM BCE€X aJbTEPHATUBHBIX KaHAMJATOB. 10JI0CYs 3a MEHs, Bbl IOJOCYETE 3a
YEeCTHbIC, HOBbIE U CIpPABEIJIMBBIC BHIOOPHI. TONBKO TaK CTpaHa CMOXKET Pa3BHBATHCS
Jlajblie.

[To TeneBu30py BaM HE MOKaXyT, YTO MPABUTEIBCTBO XaMHUT BaM M OO3BIBAaET Bac, HO
310 mpaBaa. [lo TeneBM30py BaM HE MOKAXYT, YTO MOJHUT 3aKJIIOYEHHBIE CHUIAT 3a

pemeTKoﬁ 3a UX yﬁe)I(I[eHI/IH, da HC 3a TO YTO COBCPIINIIN MPECTYIIICHHUA, HO 3TO IIpaBaa.

S mpunsna noanepxkkKy komana Bukrtopa baGapuko m Banepus lLlenkano, ¢ Hamu
COTPYAHHMYAIOT JIyUIIHE 3KCIEPThI, OOIIECTBEHHBIE OpraHU3alMy, NapTuu. Mbl co3nanu
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CHJIBHYIO KOMaH/y JUIsl TOro, 4yToObl mpuBecTu benapyck B cBOOOTHON M CUACTIMBON
XKU3HU. Sl yBepeHa, 4TO 3TOT0 XOYeT OOJBIIMHCTBO HANIMX TPAXIAAH, W TOITOMY
paccuMThIBaKD Ha Bally NOJJIEPKKY M Bamie yyactue. Mosi mporpamma - 3TO
HEMPUBBIYHAS TPOTPaMMbl ISl KaHAUAAaTa B TPE3UJICHTHI. [JIaBHBIA IMYyHKT MOEH
MPOTPaMMBI - 3TO YECTHBIE U CIPABEJIUBBIC BHIOOPHI. A JIJIsi TOTO YTOOBI 3TH BBIOOPHI
COCTOSUTUCh - HAM HEOOXOUMO OOBEIUHUTHCA. UTO s MpHU3bIBAIO CHACNIaTh BaM ceivac?
[TepBoe - cTarh HE3aBUCUMBIMU HaOmoaarensiMu. Btopoe - mpuiiTi Ha BEHIOOPHI UMEHHO
9 oro aBrycra, HUIKakoro JOCpPOYHOTO TOJIOCOBaHUs. TpeTbe - MpOorojiocoBaTh 3a MEHS -
Csernany TuxanoBckyto. M nmocnennee - 3anuiars cBoi rojioc. s 4ero 3To HyHO?
Brnacte nomkHaA TMOHSATH, YTO HAC aOCONIOTHOE OONBIIMHCTBO M MBI HHUKOTAAQ HE
ocTtaHeMcs B ctopoHe. HeoOxomMMo co3aTh pPEeKOpIHOE KOJIMYECTBO HE3aBHUCHUMBIX
HaOmronatenel, camoe OONbIIOE KOJIMYECTBO B HMCTOpUM He3aBucuMou bemapycu u
3a)MKCUPOBATh PEANBHBIA pE3yabTaT TOJOCOBaHUA. [l 3TOro co3maHo MHOTO
WHULAATUB, B KOTOPOM MBI JTOJKHBI BCTYNAaTh. YECTHBIE JIFOAM, MTPABO HA rOJOC, PyX
npasaa, 3yOpsl U npyrue. Uem Oounblie siBKa, TeM TsDKellee YKpacTh Hall rojoca. Yem
Oonbllie siBKa, TeM Oosee oueBUAHOW Oymer danbcuduranuu. I mpusbiBal0 Bac He
0CTaBaThCs A0Ma 90ro yucia, UHa4Ye Bbl IPOTOJIOCYETE 3a HBIHEIIHIO BIacTh. Eciiu Mbl
OCTaHeMCs IoOMa U He MPHJIEM Ha Y4acTOK, 3TO OyaeT moOena MEHCTBYIOMIEH BIACTH.
ITocne TOro, kak Mbl MOJIyYUM OYEBHUJIHBIC JUJI BCEW CTPAHBI PEAIBHBIE PE3YJIBTATHI.
Bri6op Hapona momkHbl OyayT yBadarh Bce. MlHaue HaMm mpuaeTcs 3aliuilaTh CBOU
rojioca.

Br16opsl koTOpBIE cocToATbCA 90r0 aBrycra He OyayT CBOOOIHBIMHM M 4YecTHbIMU. Hu
OJTHOTO W3 CHJIBHBIX JHUACPOB HE 3aperuCTPUPOBAIIM B KayeCTBE KaHAMIATOB B
npe3ueHTbl. Bo30ykaeHbl yrojoBHBIE Jeja, B MyCOPKY BBIOPOLIEHBI COTHU THICSYU
coOpanHbIX moanuceil. HaMm HyXHBI HOBbIE CBOOOJIHBIE YECTHBIE BBIOOPHI C
IIPO3pauyHbIM IOJICUETOB TOJIOCOB. TaKkKe HYHO U3MEHUTh CUCTEMY, UTOOBI BCS BIAacTh
B CTpaHe He Oblla B pyKax OAHOro uenoBeka. [locie BCTyIUieHHMsT B JOJKHOCTH
NPE3UACHTA 51 IPUMY MEpPBI JUIsl COXpaHEHUs CTAa0MIIBHOCTH B CTPaHE U JUIsl IPOBEICHUS
YeCTHBIX BbIOOpOB. Bee HeoOxonnMble eicTBUS OyAyT NPUHATHI B TEUEHHE MOIYTOAA.

MHe He HpaBUTCsS KaK roCylaapcTBO OTHOCUTCS K OeyopycaM. MHe HE HPaBUTCS, YTO
MOJIOJEXKH Celuac MPUXOAUTHCS Ye3KaTb U3 MAJEHbKUX T'OPOIOB U JEPEBEHB, IOTOMY
4TO MM TaM Hedero fenarb. Herne paGorarh u He 3a 4TO XKUTh. MHE HE HPABUTCSI, YTO
OeropycaM NpPUXOOUTHCA ye3kKaTh M3 CBOEW CTpaHbl Ha 3apaboTku. [loromy yTO MM
31ech UM Hedero aenarb. Herme paboTare M HE Ha YTO XKUTh. MHE HE HPABUTCS YTO
YMHPAIOT JI€PEBHHU, KOTOPbIE MOTYT HUTh OOraro U 10CTOWHO. MHE HEe HpaBUTCS YTO B
MaJICHBKMX TOpPOAAX OCTAKTCS JIMIIb NEHCHOHEPBI, KOTOPBIE €1Ba CBOIAT KOHIIBI C
KOHIIaMHA. MHe He HpaBUTCS, 4TO JIOAM YMHMPAKOT OT KOPOHAaBHPYCa, IOKA BIIACTH
CKpbIBa€T OT HUX peajbHble LUGQPB MO 3a00J€BIIMM, HE OOECHeYMBAIOT UX
MEIMIMHCKON nomoupto. He muatat Bpauam noCTOMHBIE 3apIuiaTel. MHE HEe HpaBsTCs,
YTO YMHOBHUKU CTPOAT OOJBIIME IOMA U €34T Ha KypOpThl, IOKa MBI €/1Ba JJOKHBAEM
N0 3apmiarbl. MHe He HpaBHTCS, YTO camble Oorarble JIOAM - 3TO JIIOOU B
NPaBUTENILCTBE. Y HAC €CTh JBa MyTH: MPOAOIDKATH KUTh B OCTHOCTH M HECOBIBIINXCS
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o0eIaHMsIX WK MOCTPOUTh benapych, KOTOpyro MbI 3acayXHBaeM. Mbl caMu CIIOCOOHBI
Ha MHOIO€, MbI CO3/aéM pabouue MecTa, IOKa IOCyJapCTBO BCTABISCT IAJKU HaM B
Kojieca. Mul pacTuM Hallux I[CTCI\/JI M BKJIAAbIBACM IMPABUJIBHBIC ICHHOCTHU, BMCCTC MBI
CMOXeM co37aTh OoraTyro, Oe30macHyo, pa3BuTyio crpany. [lomHHUTE, MBI CTpoUM
CTpaHy H €TOJIbKO Jig ceOs, HO M A Hammx jereil. M 1 xouy 4ToObI MPaBUTEIHCTBO
3a00THIIOCH O 3[0pPOBbE M ONAroCOCTOSHUM CBOMX TpakJaH, OTHOCWJIACh K HaM C
yBaxxenueM. He Hapymama Hamry cBoOomy M mpaBa. S Xouy 4YTOOBI HalM JIETH
HOJTy4aly Xopollee 00pa3oBaHUE, YTOOBI MOB3POCIEB OHU MOIIM HAWTH XOPOLIYIO
paboty, co31aTh CEMbI0 M UMETh CBOE JKMJIbE, YTOOBI OHU OCTAJMCh KHUTh 3[€Ch, HA
cBoell 3emsie. UTOObI OHM HE XOTENU Yye3KaTb B CIIOMCKaxX Ooyee CBOOOMHOU H
CHpaBeIIMBOM KHU3HU. I X0dy 4TOOBI MBI UyBCTBOBAJIM JIOOOBH M yBaXKCHHE K cele,
MMEITH TPaBoO BHIOOpA W TOPAMIINCH CBOCH CTPAaHOW IS )KU3HU.

S xouy utoOb1 bemapych yBakanu B Mupe, 4TOObI MBI UCKaJIH JIPy3€i, a He Bparos. S
X0uy 4yTOOBI yIIIa B MPOIUIOE MOANas TPaaulus IpeciefoBaTh JOAeH 3a mpasmy. S
JIO0II0 CBOETO MYy’Ka, MOATOMY I MPOAOIDKMIA ero aeno. S mobmio cBOMX HeTei.
[To3ToMy s1 XO04y YTOOBI OHM POCIIM B CTpaHE, T/€ JIOIAM HE 3aThIKaloT PTHI. S 110010
0enopycoB, MOATOMY s XO4Y JaTh UM BO3MOXKHOCThH BBIOMpaTh. [la, cCHauana MHE OBLIO
CTpalHO. 5 3HAK A0 Kakoro JHa MOXET JOMTH BIACTh., IBITAACh COXPAaHUTH CBOE
kpecio. Ho teneps g He 60roch. S 4yBCTBYIO Bally NOAJAEPKKY M Balle CUIY. DTO MOU
JOAr OBITH ceiyac Ha 3TOM MeCTe, MOM JOJT - [IOMOYb CJielaTh HAaC U HaluX JeTei
cBoOonHbIMH. Ecnu BBl Kak M s ycTaqu OT MYyCThIX OO€UIaHWi U MpoOsieM, €ClU Bbl
XOTHTE ce0e M BalluM JETSIM XOPOUIYIO )KH3Hb, B O€30MaCHOCTH, HU B KOEM CiIydyae He
ronocyiire nocpouno. I[lpuxomute 9oro aBrycra u rojocyite 3a MeHs, CBemiiaHy
TuxanoBckyro. S mpocToil uenoBek, mpocTtas Oenopycka, *KEHIIMHA, MaTb, KOTOpas
XOUeT U MOXET CAENaTh Hally KU3Hb TAKOW, KaK MbI 3TOrO 3aciayxuBaeM. Tak naBaiite
BMECTE IIOCTPOUM CTpaHy AJIsl KU3HU.

Speech II. Biggest national TV channel broadcasting. Candidates into the
presidency of the Republic of Belarus.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GONNzvKSROU (16 minutes)

I am Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, a candidate for the presidency of the Republic of Belarus.
I am not a politician. It was my husband, Sergei Tikhanovski, who wanted to run for

president of Belarus, and for this he is now in prison. I decided to continue my
husband's cause and register as a candidate instead of him. The authorities did not

register him and other strong candidates, Viktar Babarika and Valery Tsepkalo, but they
registered me. Why? Because they see these men as a threat.

SRR STOREONRREEaH v husband Siarhei Tikhanouski,
together with other candidates, woke up the Belarusians, _
comfortable sleeping state for the government. I won't promise you anything, we have

other people for that. For 26 years they have been giving out empty promises, they
talk about a good pension, 500 salaries, decent health care, but they don't keep
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their promises. I'll tell you what's really happening in the country. Things you won't see
on TV. I'm gonna tell you the truth. They won't show you on TV that the absolute
majority is against the current government and wants a new president, but it's true. They
won't show you on TV that Belarusians beg teachers and all those who are forced to
falsify the vote count not to agree to this crime. But it's true. They won't show you on
TV how poor the majority of the population lives and how rich the officials live, but it's
true. They won't show you on TV that many more people have died from the
coronavirus than the Ministry of Health says. But it's true. They won't show you on TV
that the government bullies you and humiliates your names, but it's true. They won't
show you on TV that political prisoners are behind bars for their beliefs and not for
committing crimes, but it's true. You won't see on TV that the incumbent president has a
very low rating, that very few people support him, but it's true. They won't show you on
TV that for several months there are kilometer-long queues of Belarusians all over the
country who demand that Siarhei Tikhanouski, Viktar Babarika and other political
prisoners be released from prisons, but it's true. They won't show you on TV that
people who were just peacefully walking down the street and not doing anything wrong
are being detained and grabbed, but it's true.

They won't show you on TV how poor the majority of the population lives and how rich
the officials live, but it's true. They won't show you on TV that your favourite anchors
were fired for daring to speak out against the current president, but it's true. Melita
Stanyuta, Dmytro Wrangel, Anton Martynenko, Uncle Vanya, Margarita Levchuk, and
others were fired because they disagree with the current government. But it's true. TV
now belongs to only one person. Therefore, everyone who watches TV will never know
the truth. T came to politics not for the sake of power, but for the sake of justice. My
main goal is to organise fair elections, with the participation of all alternative
candidates. By voting for me, you are voting for honest, new and fair elections. This
is the only way for the country to develop further.

I have accepted the support of the teams of Viktor Babariko and Valeriy Tsepkalo, the
best experts, public organizations and parties cooperate with us. We have created a
strong team to lead Belarus to a free and happy life. I am sure that this is what the
majority of our citizens want, and therefore I count on your support and your
participation. My program is an unusual program for a presidential candidate. The main

point of my program is fair and honest elections. And _

What is the purpose of this? [FhicHauthoritiesishouldirealizeNthatiwelareitherabsoluie
_. It is necessary to create a record number of

independent observers, the largest number in the history of independent Belarus, and to
fix the real result of voting. Many initiatives have been created for this purpose, which
we should join. Honest People, Right to Vote, Rukh Pravda, Bison and others. (i€



I don't like the way the state treats Belarusians. I don't like the fact that young people
have to leave small towns and villages because they have nothing to do there. There is
nowhere to work and nothing to live for. I don't like that Belarusians have to leave their
country to earn money. Because they have nothing to do here. There's nowhere to work
and nothing to live on. I don't like that villages that could live richly and with dignity
are dying. I don't like that small towns are left with only pensioners who can barely
make ends meet. I don't like the fact that people are dying of coronavirus while the
authorities hide the real numbers of those who are sick and don't provide them with
medical care. They don't pay doctors decent salaries. I don't like that officials are
building big houses and going to resorts while we are barely living paycheck to
paycheck. I don't like that the richest people are the people in government.

We raise our children and invest the right
values, together we can create a rich, safe, developed country. Remember, we are
building a country not only for ourselves, but also for our children.

I love my husband, so I continued his work. I love my children.
_ I love Belarusians, so I want to
give them the opportunity to choose. Yes, I was scared at first. [ know to what bottom
the authorities can go, trying to keep their chair. But now I'm not afraid. I feel your
support and your strength. It is my duty to be in this place now, my duty to help make
us and our children free.
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person, a simple Belarusian, a woman, a mother, who wants and can make our life
the way we deserve it. So let us together build a country for life.

Speech II1. July 28,2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rjwO1W2_ss
(HarMoHaBHOE TEJIEBU/ICHUE, TTIAaBHBIN KaHA HAIIMOHAJIBHBIN).

[To TeneBu3opy BBl BUIMTE MEHsI BTOPOM pa3, HABEPHOE HBIHAIIHAS BJIACTH CIUILIKOM
O0ouThCA, YTO 1 BaM MOHpaBitock. MHe 37 jert, st menaror U GpuiIoor no oopa3oBaHuUIoO.
Paborana cekperapem u nepeBogurkoM. CBOOOAHO BIIAJCIO PYCCKUM, OEIOPYCCKUM H
AHIIMACKUMM si3bIKaMu.Sl He monutuk, 3170 Mo Myx Ceprel THUXaHOBCKHI XOTeln
OaimoTupoBaThCs B Tpe3uAeHTH PecnyOnmuku bemapych u 3-3a 3TO OH ceifdac B
TIOpbME. A s X04y CTaTh MPE3UAEHTOM, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTH CIIPaBEIJIMBOCTb B 3TOMN
ctpane. Cuas B Kapluepe, MO MyX MOXydel B 2 pasa, B LeNsIX 0e30MacHOCTH, MHE
MPUIIOCH BBIBECTH CBOMX JAeTed 3a rpanuily. Moeil coparauiie Beponuke llenkaino
TOXE IPUILUIOCH CPOYHO OTIPABIIATH AE€TEH U3 CTpaHbl IOTOMY YTO BO3HMKIIA YIpo3a U
ee netsaM. Banepuit Llenkano yexan u3 benapycu, Tak Kak mosiBuiach MHGOpMaILus o
TOTOBSIIMMCS Ha Hero apecre. Bukrtopy babGapuko oOBeHMIM B elle OJHOM
HaJyMaHHOM, chabpukoBaHHOM nene. BoT 310 HoBocTH mocnenuuil aueit. Ho ects u
XOpOoLIME HOBOCTH: BMECT€ C MOUMHU copaTHUKaMu, Mapueir KoseCHUKOBOM U
Beponwnkoit Ilenkano, s oobe3nuna 10 ropomoB benmapycu ¢ mumkeramu. 310 OBLIO
YTO-TO HEBEPOSATHOE. B KaXKIblil roposi MPUXOJWIN THICSYM, NECATKHU THICSY JIIOAEH C
ropAamMu niazamu. IleHcHOHepsl, CTyAeHThl, pabouue, MNPEKIPUHUMATENH, JIIOAU
pasHbIX BO3pacToB U mpodeccuil. Bce oHM XOTAT MOMEHATH HBIHELIHIO BiacTk. Bee
OHU XOoTAT nepeMeH. Crnacubo UM 3a 3T0, cnacubo BaM 3a 3T0. Ha 3T0il Henene mbl
OPOJODKUM €3IUTh MO TopoiaM M obmarbcsi ¢ Bamu. lox Hazag moit myx, Ceprei
TuxanoBckuil co3nan npoekt “CrpaHa i )KM3HU , IPOEKT KOTOPBIH HAIlyTajl BJIACTb.
OH pacckasbiBall 0 0apaake M Xaoce, KOpPYIIUH U 0eCX03IHCTBEHHOCTH, BCTPEYascs ¢
JIONBMHU pa3HbBIX Tpodeccuid, e3mwn mo bemapycw W ciymman mpOCTBIX JIFOACH U3
JepeBeHh M MAJEHBKUX TOpoAoB. B mMX pacckazax ObUI0 MHOTO OO0JIM, MHOTO
pa3zouapoBaHusi, MHOTO HEMOHMMAHUS IOYEMY OHHU TaK IIJIOXO JKHUBYT. OTO OBLIM
OTKPOBEHHBIE MCTOPUH O TOM, B KaKUX YCJIOBMSAX >KHUBET OOJbIlIAas 4acTh OEIOPYCOB,
IIOKa M3 BJIACTh €31UT Ha POCKOIIHBIX aBTOMOOWJISX, JIETAeT Ha GACHOCIOBHO JOPOTHX
camoJieTax, JKUBET B 30J10ThIX ABopuax. Teneps Cepreil B TFOpbME 32 CBOM MHEHUS, A
Ha €ro MecTe: €3XKy I0 TIOpbMe M 0O0IIaich ¢ OellopycaMu, KOTOpbIE XOTSAT HOBOU
XKU3HU. Sl nIpuHANA pelleHne NPOJODKUTh JEJI0 CBOETO MY’Ka M 3apErHCTPUPOBATHCS B
KaHIUAaThl B MpPE3UIEHTHl BMecTO Hero. Brmactu He 3apeructpupoBanu Cepres
TuxaHOBCKOrO W JpyruX CHIbHBIX KaHAuaatoB, Bukropa babapuxko u Banepus
Henkano. Ho 3apeructpupoBaii MEHs, TE€NEPb 3TO MOSI MUCCHSI - BOIJIOTUTH MEUThI
0eylopycoB B pealbHOCTh. [loMoruTe MHE B JKTOM, IOMOTHTE HaM BCeM. 26 JeT
JEUCTBYIOIUI NPE3UACHT y BIACTH HE IIOTOMY, YTO 3TOTO XOYET HApoJ, a NOTOMY 4YTO
OH HE XOYeT yXoAMuTh. Bac myrarot, pucyroT cTpaliHble KapTUHbI Oyayuiero bemapycu ¢
HOBBIM TIPE3UJIEHTOM, BaMM MAaHUIYJIHUPYIOT BBIIYMBIBAIOT HECYILECTBYIOIINE
OIacHOCTH, 0OMaHbBIBAIOT. Bac myraroT, 4To eciii Bbl HE BHIOEPETE HBIHEUIHIOIO BIACTbD,
TO 371ech Oyner Maiinan. Ha camom nene, Bce He Tak. [To 00pa3oBaHMIO s yunuTelb, MOM
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coparHunbl U3 mraboB babapuko u llenkano, My3BIKAHT U MeHeHxkzaep. Hx
CTOPOHHUKHM, MOM CTOPOHHKHM, CTOpPOHHUKH Moero Mmyxa Cepres TuxaHOBCKOTO,
oObryHBIE Oestopychl pasHbIX npodeccuit. Cpenn HUX BpayH, MEHCHOHEPHI, paboune u
CTYJIEHTBI, IpEeToiaBaTelli, MpoiaBlibl, OubinoTekapu, nHx eHepsl. [IpoTuB Bcex ATHX
MUPHBIX JIIOJIEH, TTTaBHOKOMaHYIOIIHUH, Y KOTOPOTO €CTh CUJila U opy»kue, Tak KTo 3/1ech
XO04eT YCTPOUTh Mai/1aH, OH WJIK MbI? MBI HJIeM Ha BEIOOPHI, a BIACTh 30BET HAa Mal/IaH.

MsI TOBOpHM, UTO MBI XOTMM HOBOTO NPE3UACHTA, a BIACTh OTBEYAET HAM YTO TOrJa
Oyner Maiinan. Mbl TOBOpHM, YTO OOJNBIIUHCTBO OETIOPYCOB XOYET KUTh B CBOOOIHOM
Ooraroil cTpaHe, a BIacTh yrpoxkaeT Ham MaiimanoM. [lpeacraBere 4TO BBI XOTHTE
9TOOBI M3 BAIIETO JIOMa YIIeN 4yK0i denmoBek. OH TpyOUT BaM, XOAHUT B OOYBH, KIIaJI€T
HOTH Ha CTOJI, OH JIA€T MOA3aThUILHUK BAIllUM JETSIM, TOIMYET Balll OTOPOT, OPET, IMTyraeT
Bac. Bwl mpocurte ero yiTu, a OH TOBOPUT BaM, YTO €CJIU BBI OyJI€TE BHITOHITH €T0, OH
NpUMEHUT cuily. “Bbl uTo X0THTE 3A€Cch Malinan?” - crnpammuBaeT BiacTb. HeT Mbl He
xotuM. U el He maguMm 370 caenark. Korma aTa BioacTs yitner, 3n1ech He Oyner MaiinaHa,
3nech Oyaer mpa3aHuk. Bac myrarot, yto 6e3 HbIHelIHeW BinacTH, bemapyck otmamyT
Poccun m HATO, naunercs BoiiHa. Ha camom pgene Bce He Tak. HesaBmcumocThb
benapycu name masnas nieHHocTh. CyBepeHHOCTh benapycu - Hamia camasi miaBHas
[EHHOCTh. MBI HE TOPryeM U HE IIAHTAXUPYEeM IO/ 3a TOAOM, KaK 3TO JEHCTBYET
JnercTBytomas BiacTh. [IpeacTaBbTe, 4TO YEIOBEK TOBOPUT BaM, YTO JIMIIUT BaIIEro
pebeHka cBOOOIbI, OTIACT APYTHUM JIIOASIM, OTJACT B JACTCKUN JIOM €CIIM BbI HE OyneTe
ciaymarhbcsi. Bel 4TO XOTHTE MOTEPATh HE3aBUCUMOCTH, HET, HE XO0TUM. U el He maaum
3TO cnenarb ¢ Hamu. Korzma sta BiacTh yWJIET, Mbl HE MOTEPSEM HE3aBHCHUMOCTh, MBI
oropereM cBoboay. Bac myrarot, yTo Oe3 HBIHEIIHEW BIACTH BaM MEPECTaHyT IJIATUTh
MEHCHH, HAa CaMOM JIeJie 3TO He TaK. Bac maHTaxupyroT nencuen 6obieil moxoxei Ha
MUJIOCTBIHIO. [IeHCHM MIaTUT He BIAacTh, IEHCUM TUIATAT BalllU JIETU U BHYKH U3 CBOUX
HaJIOTOB, a IMOTOM OTAEJISIIOT U3 CBOEW 3apruiaTel. Ha 3TH neHcuu xuth Henb3d. Eciu
BHYKH YEIYT, TO IEHCUH OyJeT IJIaTUTh HEKOMY. A OHM YEIyT, €CJIM OHU NEpelaruyT 26
netHui pyoex. 1 ocranemcs c¢ 3Toil BiacThio. JIronu koTopble paboTaiu BCIO JKHU3Hb
JIOJDKHBI TIOKYTIaTh PBIOY U MSICO, a HE caMblid JemeBblid x1e0. OHU TOJDKHBI UTPaTh C
BHYKaMH, a HE TOProBaTh Ha Tpacce, YTOObl KYNUTh CaMble JelIeBble JieKapcTBa. Mbl
3HaeM KaK CcJeJaTh 3T TeHCHHM OoJbllle B HECKOIbKo pa3. Ham He HyxHbI 17
pPE3UICHLIMI KaK Y HbIHEIIHEW BiIacTH. HaMm He Hy>KHbI 4aCTHBIE CAaMOJIETHI 32 MUJUTMOH
nosapoB. HaM He HyXHBI JOPOTOCTOSAIIME MEPONIPUATHS ISl IPE3UACHTA U €T0 CEMbU
3a cueT Hapoma. Mbl He OyaeM TpaTUTh HAJOTH BallUX JCTe M BHYKOB Ha CBOHU
pas3BieUYEeHUs, KaK 3TO JeJIaeT JNEWCTBYIOIIAs BJIACTb. MBI MOTpaTUM HX Ha IEHCHUH,
MOTOMY 4YTO 3TO Halla CBAIIEHHAs 00s3aHHOCTH. I[IpencraBwre, 4TO HaYaIBHUK 3a0pai
YacTh Ballled 3apIulaTel U TOTPATHJI €€ Ha YXXWH B PECTOpaHe, TMOKa BBl €Xald B
TpoJuIeiiOyce mocie TshKeIoro pabodero JHs, ¥ TOBOPHUT, YTO BBl XOTUTE OBITH 3a ATO
Onmaromapubl. Bbl uTo XxOoTHTE 4TOOBI BaM MOHM3MWIM MEHCHIO, CHpAlIMBaeT Oyaymias
BJIACTh, HE XOTHM M €il He JaguM 3To caenarb. Korma sta BiacTh YWJIET, IEHCHHM HE
CTaHyT MeEHbIIe. 3a MEHCUM HaKOHeI MOXKHO OyJeT MOKyIaTh MoJapku BHykam. Bac
MyraloT, YTO SKOHOMHKA pa3BaiuThcs. DaOpuku MpomaxyT M 3aKpolOT, a pabouunii
yBosiaT. Ha camom nene, Bce 3TO yxke CIy4HJIOCh. DKOHOMHKA YK€ pa3BaliuBaeTCH,
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3aBonbl U (pabpuku B yObITKax, a pabounii cokpamaiot. Te paboune, KOTOPBIX €IIe He
COKpAaTWIHM TIOJIy4al0 MHU3EPHYIO 3apIuiaTy. BBICIyMIMBalOT XaMCKHWE HOTAalUU OT
PYKOBOICTBa, OEIOpyCCKHE MPEANpPUSATHS, KOTOpbIe OBUIM TUTAaHTAMH M TOPIOCTHIO
Halei MPOMBIIIJICHHOCTH, TIPEBPATHIINCH B OOBEKTHI HEJBIKUMOCTH M NIPEBPATHIIHCH B
apenny. Jlronn paboTaoOT 3a KONEHKH M M3 YTPOXKAIOT JIUIIUTh JaKe ATUX KOTEEK €CIH
OHHU HE TIPOTOJIOCYIOT 3a JEHCTBYIOIIYIO BIAacTh. MBI 3HAa€M YTO HAIlle MPOU3BOJCTBO
MOXXET OBITH A3PEKTUBHBIM, €CITH ITyCTUTh B yIpaBieHue npodeccruonanam. Ceityac um
He JaioT paboTarh, Ca)xxaroT B TIOPbMbI, MHOTME W3 HUX yexaju 3a rpanuiy. Cpeau
0€e70pyCOB MHOTO XOpPOIIUX YHPAaBJICHLEB, JOCTOMHBIX CIEIMATUCTOB, KOTOPHIE 3HAIOT
KaK JOCTOMHO MOAHATH 3apIUIaTy, CAETaTh MpeInpusTHe NpUuObUIBHBIMU, a Podeccuio
pabouero 1ieHHOM U yBaxkaeMoil. Korja sTa BinacTh yiler, npeupusaTus He 3aKpOoroTCs,
OHM HAaKOHEIl MEePeCcTaHyT TAHYTh Hally SKOHOMHUKY Ha qHO. Hac mymalT, yTo Kpome
JEUCTBYIOMIEH BIACTH, HUKTO HE YMEET YNpPAaBIATh TOCYIapCTBOM, Ha CaAMOM JIENIe 3TO
JEUCTBYIOMIAs BIACTh HE YMEET YIIPABIATh TOCYJapCTBOM TaK, YTOOBI JIIOIHU KUJIH a HE
JOKUBAIU A0 3apruiatel. YTOOBI MOJIONEXb XOTela OCTaTbcs B cTpaHe. Bac myraror
omnosunyed, Ho B bemapycn Her omnmosunuu. ECTh OYeHb MHOTO CMEINBIX,
TaJaHTJIMBBIX, TBOPUECKUX JIIOAEH, KOTOPBIX HE IyCKalOT B yIIpaBieHHe. Bracth kocut
CeHO, cobupaer apOy3bl, mepedupaeT KapTOILIKy, M 3aHMMAETCsl CBOUM OOOTralleHueM,
MIOKa MIOJIOBHUHA OIOKETA COAEPIKUTCS 32 CUET YACTHBIX KOMITAHHIA.

[IpencraBbTe cebe uTo y Bamiero pedeHka B IIKoJe He0Opa3oBaHHBIN AupekTop. OH He
3HaeT NPEIMETOB, NHIIET C OIIWOKaMHU, NPUXOAUT Ha pPabOTy MbSHBIM, OBET
IIKOJIbHUKOB JIMHEMKOM 10 MajibliaM, MPU 3TOM IOJIy4daeM OacHOCIIOBHBIE JEHBI'H, HE
CJIyIIAET Kaj00bl poxuTeneil, U BbI3bIBAET MIIMLIMIO KaKIbIH pa3, KOrJa Bbl 3aBOJUTE
pasroBOp 0 HOBOM JIUPEKTOPE.

Kornma sta Bnacts yiinet, benapych He cTaHeT O€IHOI, OHA HAKOHEI] IEPECTAaHET OBITh
TaKoM.

26 7neT NEWCTBYIOIIMWA MPE3UICHT y BJIACTH HE IMOTOMY, YTO 3TOTO XO4Y€T HApoid, a
IIOTOMY YTO OH HE XOYeT yXOAWUTh. BBIOOPHI KOTOpBIE cOCTOATHCSA 9 Oro aBrycra, He
OyayT CBOOOAHBIMM UM 4ecTHbIMM. HoO oOZHOro W3 CHIBHBIX JIMIEPOB HE
3aperucTpUpoBajIl B KauyecTBE KaHAUAATOB B mpe3uneHThl; Cepreil TuxaHOBCKUM,
Bukrop babapuko cunar 3a pemierkoid, Banepuii Llenkano Obl1 BBIHYKICH yexaTh U3
CTpaHbl, 4TOOBl M30exkarh apecrta. [103TOMy IIaBHBIN MyHKT MOEH MpOrpammsl - 3TO
HOBbIC, YECTHBIC, CIPABEIJIMBBIC BBHIOOPHI, C YYacTHEM BCEX aJbTEPHATUBHBIX
KaHJIMJATOB M MPO3PAYyHbIM IOJICYETOM TonocoB. [010Cys 3a MeHs, BBl IOJOCyeTe 3a
HOBBIEC, YECTHbIE U CIIpaBeIUIMBbIE BBHIOOPHI C Yy4YaCTUEM BCEX aJbTEPHATHUBHBIX
KaHJUIAaTOB M IPO3PAaYHBIM IIOACYETOM TroJ0COB. Ionocys 3a MeHs, BBl TOJIOCYETE 3a
YECTHbIE, CBOOOHBIE , CIIPaBEIUBbIE BHIOOPHI.

S npunsuiia nojnepkky komann Bukropel babapuko m Banepus llenkano, ¢ HUMHU

coTpyOrsayadT Jyurue 3KCHepThl U OOIECTBEHHbIE OPraHU3aLUHU U TAPTHH, MBI CO3aJIN
KOMaHJly JUIsl TOTO, YTOObI MpuBeCTH benapych K cBOOOAHON M cYacTIMBOM >KW3HU. S
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yBepeHa, 4TO 3TOTO XOUeT OOJBIIMHCTBO HAIIMX IpaxaH. Ml mO3TOMY paccunThIBAIO Ha
Ballly TOAJCPXKKY, U Bale ydactue. A ais Toro. YToOsl 3T BEIOOPHI COCTOSIIUCH, HAM
HEOIOXOAMMO OOCIMHUTHCS, S MPHU3BIBAI0 BAac HE TOJOCOBATh TOCPOYHO. Ecim BBI
IPOTOJIOCYETe TOCPOYHO, Ball TOJOC OTAAAYT NEHCTBYIOIIEH BiacTH. PykoBommrenw,
KOTOPBIE MPHHYKAAIOT TOJIOCOBATH TOCPOYHO, JOJDKHBI 3HATH YTO OTO HE3aKOHHO U
kapaetcs mrpadoM B 15 6a30BbIX BenuuuH. S TIpoITy Bac MPUHTH HA BEIOOPHI IMEHHO
9 oro aBrycra, nydiie BO BTOpoil monoBuHe 1HS. [omocoBath 3a MeHs, CBeTiiaHy
TuxaHoBcKyr0.M 3amumarh cBoi romoc. S cBernana TuxaHocCBKas, KaHIuAaT B
npe3uneHtsl Pecnyonuku benmapych, Xody mompocuTh Bac goporue Oemapychbl. S
NpU3BIBAI0 BaC HE OCTaBaThCS JAoMa 90ro umciia, MHaue BBl MIPOTOJIOCYETE 3a TEKYILIYIO
BIacTh. Eciam MBI ocTaHemcs JoMa, M HE IMOWIEM Ha ydYacToK, 3To OynmeT moOena
JeHCTBYIONIEH BIacTH. BiacTh AOMKHA MOHATH, YTO HAC aOCONFOTHOE OONBITMHCTBO. 1
YTO MBI HUKOTZA He OyzieM Mordarh. UeM BhIIIe SBKa, TEM TsDKEIee YKPacTh HaIll TOJI0C,
4yeM BBIIIE SIBKA, TeM odeBUAHee OymyT (anbcudukamuu. YneHa KOMUCCHUH HECYT
YTOJIOBHYIO OTBETCBEHHOCTh Ha MOJI€TbIBAHUE TOJ0COB. S mpoiry He 3a0bIBaTh UX 00
stoM. [locre Toro , kKak Mbl IOJTYYH OYEBHIHBIE JIsI BCEH CTpaHbl Pe3yJIbTaThl BRIOOPOB,
9oro asuycta, 2020 oro BBIOOpP Hapoaa IODKHBI OynyT yBakaTh Bce. MHaue Ham
npueTcs 3alMiarh Hamy ronoca. [locne BeTymieHus B poib npesuneHTa PecryOnuku
Benapycs, st mpuMy Mepsl AJIsl COXpaHEHUs CTA0OMIBHOCTH B CTPaHe.

Bce HeoOxonuMmble nedcTBUS s NPUMYy B Te€YeHHME Moayroga. B 3ToT mepexonHsblit
nepuos, B cTapHe OyneT MOpsA0K, TMOKOM W HMHTEHCHBHas paboTa HaJl HOBBIMHU
BbIOOpaMu. BTopoe, mocMoTpute H adTy Oenyro JIeHTY, 3anoMHuTe ee. Crenaiite Takyio
JeHTy W3 JI000ro MOAPYYHOTO Marepuala, clejaiiTe HEeCKOIbKO JIeHT, pa3iaiTe
okpyxatomuM. Hocute yxe celiuac u o0s3aTenbHO B JIeHb BbIOOpOB. benas neHTa Ha
3aISICThE - CHUMBOJI JIIOAEH HE COIVIACHBIX C BJIACTBIO. OTO CIOCOO YBUAETH CBOUX,
HOHATH CKOJIBKO HAc, 00beAMHUTHCS. TpeThe, He OCTaBaiTech B CTOPOHE, MPUXOANTE HA
Hallll CAaHKI[MOHWPOBAaHHbIE MUTHHIU. PasroBapuBaiiTe ¢ poiCTBEHHUKAaMU, IPUBOJUTE
Ha y4acTOK Jipy3ei, OopuTech ¢ BIacThO, BbICKAa3bIBAlTE Ballle MHEHHE. YeTBepToe, Mbl
co3nanu IuiatpopMy Trojoc B HHTEpHETe, OHa 3aUKCUpyeT Hallk Tojloca B JIEHb
BBIOOPOB, HAWJIUTE €€, 3apeTrUCTPUPYHTECh, W BBIMOJIHINUTE PEKOMEHIAITUU, TaK MBI
MOYKEM MOYUTATh peajbHble U(PHI TOJIOCOBAHMS,

S pacckaxy BaM B KaKOM CTpaHE Mbl MOXKEM >KMTb. B 3Toil cTpaHe s uay mo yauue
CBOETO0 MAaJIEHBKOIO POAHOIO IropoJa, OH YXOKEHHBI U CHUMIIATUYHBIH, )KUTEIH 3TOTO
ropoja cam BbIOMpAIOT ce0e YIpaBJIEHLEB, CAMHM DPELIAIOT YTO HYKHO HOCTPOMTD,
BBICKA3bIBAIOT MHEHHE KOTOPOE OO0S3aTeIbHO YUHTHIBACTCS, JIIOIU KOTOPHIE €31T Ha
paboTy B cOCeAHMI rOpoj IMOKPYIHEE, HE CTPEMSTCS B €ro mnepeeskarb, B 3TOM HET
HUKAaKOW HeoOxomumocTH. JKWTh Ha CBOEH Majioll poAMHE MPHUSATHO W YIOTHO. 3aueM
exaTh B LIYMHBII ropon? 31ech TUXO, CBEXKO, YIBIOUMBBIE COCEAM, KOTOPBIX 3HAEUIb C
nercTBa. Yuctble OONBHUIBI, CBOEBPEMEHHAs CKOpasi MOMOIIb. XOPOIIUE Mara3uHbl,
paboTel, HocToiiHbIe 3apruiatel. Ha Tepputopun ropona, ectb Gpadpuku U 3aBOA, B U3
paboraer Oomblnas YacTb TOpPOXKaH. 3aBOJ - TOPJAOCTh HAIIEro Tropoja |
npombinieHHocTH benapycu. MmxeHepsl u paboune MMEIOT XOpomuid 1octatok. OHu
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OpUXOAST Ha paboTy B MPUNOTHATOM HACTpoeHuW, MM mnpusTHO oO0marscs ¢
HAYaIbCTBOM, OHU HE OOSIThCS TIPHE3/1a YMHOBHUKA M3 CTOJUIIBI, M HE OTYMTHIBAIOT KaK
HAITKOJUBIIUX MOAPOCTKOB. MOJIO/I€Kb, KOTOPasi MOCTyIKIa B MUHCK U JIpyrue ropoaa
He OouThesl pactipenenenus. M3 ne pacnpenenst B 200 KUJIOMETPOB OT JioMa, MTOTOMY
YTO TPUHYIUTEIBLHOTO pacmlpeeicHust HeT. BrimyckaukaM ¢akylnbTeTa )KypHATUCTHKA
HE TPUXOIUTCS 3aHMMAThCsl MPOMAaraHiol W MHUCATh JKUBBIE CTaThH B CEJIbCKOM
rOCyAapCTBEHHOM razere. A HOBOMCIIEYCHHBIE BPauyu M YUHUTENS caMH BbIOUPAIOT ceOst
npakTuky. be3paboTHbie B 3TOMl cTpaHe He oOONaraloTCs HAJOTOM, a IMOJIy4aroT
JIOCTOMHBIE MECSIYHBbIE TTOCOOMS, Ha KOTOPbIe MOXKHO JKUTh MECSIII, @ HE JIeHb U UCKaTh
HOBYIO paboTy. B Hamem ropoje MHOTO NMEHCHOHEPOB, HO U MOJIOJKEIU TOXKE HE MaJlo.
OHa He CTpeMHUTCS BCEMU CHUJIaMU yeXaThb M3 CTpaHbl. B 3Toif cTpaHe, y Hee Bce eCTh:
MIECIICKTUBEI, TPOIBETaHUS, yBakeHHE. MOJIONEKh HaBemaeT CBOMX O0a0ylIeKk u
JenylieK, OHU MOIOb 4Yall ¢ MUPOXXKKaMH, OOJTAl0T O pasHOM. MoOJIOEXKH HE HYKHO
YMOJISITh CBOMX CTapUMKOB HE TOJOCOBaTh 3a ACHCTBYIONIYIO BJIACTh. JTOM BIIACTH
Oonbiie HeT. Mononekp MOXKET CHOKOMHO JKUTh, CIIOKOWHO YYHThCs U paboTars. B
HIKOJIaX M YHUBEPCHUTETax Yy4HuTeNs padoTaroT 3a BBICOKYIO 3apruiary. OHM HE KpacsT
CTEHBI B KaOWHETE, HE XOAT MO KBApTHUPaM YUEHUKOB, NMPUHYKIAsl YYSHUKOB BBHIUTH Ha
npazagauk bBPCM (benopycckuii PecriyOnukanckuit Coro3 Mononexu). Keratu BPCM
Oonpie HeT. ECTh MHOTO JApyrux MOJIONEKHBIX opraHu3anuil. Pasueix; Kaxapiit Oymer
caM BBIOMpATh TJE KJIACCHO W HMHTEPECHO. [71e MHOro €IMHOMBIIIJICHHUKOB, HJIE HE
3aCTaBISIOT KOMATh KapTOIIKYy. TelneBHM30p B OJTOM CTpaHe HE CHUMBOJ JDKM U
npomarangasl. CMOTPETh €ro MHTEPECHO, a padoTaTh HA HEM HE CTBHIIHO. BromkeTHBIC
JIEHbTU B 3TOM CTpaHe TpaTATCS Ha €ro >KUTeJeil, a He Ha BAacTb. [Ipe3uaeHT e3aur Ha
OOBIYHOI MaminHe, jJeTaeT Ha OOBIYHOM CaMOJIeTe, ero CaHy3eld HE OOLIUT 30JI0TOM.
[ToaToMy meHcHuM B 3TOM cTpaHe BhicOKHEe. baOymiku u Aemymiku 0anytoT CBOMX BHYKOB
UTPYIIKaMH, a HE BKJIIOYAIOT CBET IMOMO3KE, YTOOBI COKOHOMHUTH DIEKTpUYecTBO. KX
JIeTH 3aHUMAaloTCs OW3HECOM, 3aHMMAaThCsi OW3HECOM B JTOW CTpaHe Oe30macHo.
TocynaBrcpo co3naer g OM3HECMEHOB BCE YCIIOBHSI, MIOHUMAs, YTO OM3HECMEHBI 3TO
paboune wmecta. ODTO HaJOord. OJTO OJArOCOCTOSIHUE COCTOSHHUE CTpaHbl.  3a
SKOHOMHYECKHE MPECTYIUIEHUSI HE CUIAT B TIOpbMax. JTOW CTpaHe BOOOIE HE HYXKHO
MHOTO TIOpEM, a JIIoJell B HHUX HE CaXalT [0 HaJAyMaHHBIM [OBOAAaM. 3a
BOJILHOMBICJIME, 32 MHEHUE, 32 XOXKICHHE Ha YIHUIIE, 32 JKeTaHHe ObITh MPE3HUICHTOM.
AMHHUCTHUSL B 9TOW CTpaHe MPOUCXOIUT YacTO, a HE KOTJa BIIACTH HYXHO 3a100pUTh
Hapoa. MWINIMIO U apMUs B 3TOH CTpaHE yBaXKaIOT, €IlIe Obl - 3TO HAIIM 3alUTHUKH.
MpbI CUACTIUBBI YTO HAIlM HAJIOTH YXOAST HA 3apIUiaThl JIOISIM, KOTOpbIE Hac OeperyT.
Jlaxe BO CHE 371eCh HE MOXKET MPUCHUTHCSA, YTO BJIACTh MPUHYAUT CHUIIOBBIE CTPYKTYPBI
BBIUTH MPOTHUB CBOETO HAPOJA, U CO IMUTAMH UATH Ha CBOUX OenopycoB. BuerBepom
HaOpachIBaThCA HA OMHOTO 3a (har, BRICPIHUBATH MUPHOTO KUTEIS W3 OYEpPEad H
TalUTh €ro B aBTO3aK, OCTAaBJISII0 CHHEKH Ha 3aracThax. M naxke Obl eciiu BIAcTh OTAajIa
NPECTYNHBIA MpUKa3, BJIACTh M MWIMIMS B OITOHW CTpaHE HHKOIJA, HUKOLJA HE
ucnojgHmia Obl ero. Mbl mpHe3kaeM B JEPEBHHU IJ€ HET 3allyCTEHHUs, a CeJIbCKOoe
XO3SIICTBO 3TO HAllla TOPJIOCTh, MPOLBETAIONIAsi OTPacib, B KOTOPOW 3aHAThI MHOIO
depmepoB. Ecnu B 9Ty cTpaHy mpuxoauT Oena, MaHAEeMUsl U KPU3HC, JIIOAN 3HAIOT O
TOM, YTO TIPOUCXOAUT. IM HE BPYT, OT HUX HE CKPBIBAIOT pealibHbIC U(PBI yMEPIIHX U
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3a0oneBmux. Mx 3mopoBbeM He TOpryior. He oOMeHHMBaIOT Ha BO3MOXXHOCTb
3aJepKaTbCsl B TPE3UICHTCKOM Kpeciie MOAOJbIIe. A BMETCE JAENaroT BCE, YTOOBI
CIACTH CBOUX POAHBIX M OiM3KUX. BBIOOPHI B 3TOM CTpaHe Npa3AHMK, a HE TOAJIEIKA.
[Ipe3uneHT 31ech CMEHSIOTCS, a He MpaBsT BCIO XU3Hb Oorares, a Hapoj XHUBET B
O6enqHocTH. B 3TOM cTpaHe Mbl HUKOTAA HE KWIM, TaKyl0 CTpaHy Mbl MOXKEM HOTEPSTh
HaBcerna. JlaBaiiTe Bce BMECTE HE JIOMYCTHM ITOTrO, Hac OONBIIMHCTBO. [Ipuxogute 9
Oro aBrycTa Ha BbIOOpPHI M rojocyiTe 3a MmeHs, CBemnany TuzaHoBckyto. S mpocToit
YeNoBeK, MpocTas 0elopycKa, JKeHIIMHA, MaTh, KOTOpast X04eT U MOXET cJieslaTh Hally
KU3Hb TakKoW, KaK Mbl 3TOTO 3aCIyXUBacM. TOJIBKO BMECTE MBI CMOXEM IIOCTPOUTH
cTpany A >xu3Hu. Criacu6o.

Speech III. 28 July, 2020. Final tv broadcast. Appearance of candidates into the
presidency of the Republic of Belarus. 23 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rjwO1W2_ssb

It is the second time you see me on TV, probably the current authorities are too afraid
that you will like me. I'm 37 years old, a teacher and a philologist by training. I worked
as a secretary and a translator. I am fluent in Russian, Belarusian and English. I am not a
politician, my husband Sergei Tikhanovsky wanted to run for president of the Republic
of Belarus and he is in prison for that. And I want to become president to restore justice
in this country. While sitting in the punishment cell, my husband lost 2 times his weight,
and for security reasons I had to take my children abroad. My colleague Veronika
Tsepkalo also had to urgently send her children out of the country because there was a
threat to her children. Valiery Tsepkalo left Belarus because there was information about
his arrest. Viktor Babarika was accused of another far-fetched, fabricated case. This is
the news of the last few days. But there is good news: together with my associates,

Maria Kolesnikova and Veronika Tsepkalo, [iiravelleditoni0 cities of Belarus with
PiCKets! It was something incredible. [FHOUSANASIteNns 10 thousands of people with
burning eyes came to each city. Pensioners, students, workers, former entrepreneurs,
people of different ages and professions. All of them want to change the current
_ Thank them for that, thank you for that. This week
we will continue to travel around the cities and talk to you. A year ago, my husband,
Sergei Tikhanovsky, created a project called “Country for Life,” a project that scared the
authorities. He talked about mess and chaos, corruption and mismanagement, met with
people from different professions, travelled around Belarus and listened to ordinary
people from villages and small towns. In their stories there was a lot of pain, a lot of
disappointment, a lot of misunderstanding why they live so badly. They were frank
stories about the conditions in which the majority of Belarusians live, while the
authorities drive luxury cars, fly on fabulously expensive airplanes, live in golden

palaces. NOW!Siatheilis'in'prison forhis opinions:and I'amin RS PIACEE!! travel around

Belarus and communicate with Belarusians who want a new life. I decided to continue

my husband's work and to register as a presidential candidate instead of him. The
authorities did not register Siarhei Tikhanouski and other strong candidates, Viktar
Babarika and Valiery Tsepkalo. But they registered me, and now it's my mission to


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rjwO1W2_ss%D0%91

make the dreams of Belarusians come true. Help me in this, help us all. You are
frightened, they paint terrible pictures of the future of Belarus with a new president, you
are manipulated, invented non-existent dangers, deceived. You are scared that if you
don't choose the current government, there will be Maidan here. In fact, it's not like
that. I am a teacher by education, my associates from the headquarters of Babariko and
Tsepkalo, a musician and a manager. Their supporters, my supporters, supporters of my
husband Siarhei Tikhanouski, are ordinary Belarusians of different professions.

We say that we want a new president, but
Maidan. We say that the majority of Belarusians want to live in a free rich country, and

HOUSe! He is rude to you, he walks w1th his shoes on, puts his feet on the table, he gives
your children a smack, he tramples your vegetable garden, yells, scares you. You ask
him to leave, and he tells you that if you kick him out, he will use force. "Do you want a
Maidan here?" - asks the authorities. No, we don't. And we won't let them do it. Imagine
your child's school has an uneducated principal. He does not know the subjects, writes
with mistakes, comes to work drunk, beats schoolchildren on the fingers with a ruler,
while receiving fabulous money, does not listen to the complaints of parents, and calls
the police every time you start talking about a new principal.

Independence of Belarus is our most important value. The sovereignty of Belarus is our
most important value. We do not trade and blackmail year after year, as the current
government does. Imagine that a person tells you that he will deprive your child of
freedom, give him to other people, put him in an orphanage if you don't obey. -

They scare you that without the current government you will stop paying pensions, in
fact it is not true. You are blackmailed with a pension more like alms. Pensions are not
paid by the government, pensions are paid by your children and grandchildren from
their taxes and then separated from their salaries. You can't live on these pensions. If the
grandchildren leave, there will be no one to pay the pensions. And they will leave if
they pass the 26 year mark. And we'll be left with this government. _

medicine. We know how to make those pensions bigger several times over. We don't

need 17 residences like the current government has. We don't need million dollar private
jets. We don't need expensive events for the president and his family at the expense of
the people.
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DecauSCHhatISIouTSacredIesponsibility. magine that your boss took a portion of your

paycheck and spent it on dinner at a restaurant while you rode the trolley bus after a
hard day's work, and says you want to be grateful for it. Do you want your pension
lowered, asks the future government, we don't and we won't let them do it. When this
government is gone, pensions won't get smaller. You'll finally be able to buy presents
for your grandchildren with your pensions. You are scared that the economy will
collapse. Factories will be sold and closed, and workers will be laid off. In fact, all this
has already happened.

They listen to boorish lectures from the management, Belarusian
enterprises, which were giants and the pride of our industry, have turned into real estate

and turned into rent. People work for pennies and are threatened to be deprived even of
these pennies if they do not vote for the current government. _

You are scared of the opposition, but
there is no opposition in Belarus. There are a lot of courageous, talented, creative
people, who are not allowed to govern. The authorities mow hay, pick watermelons,
pick potatoes, and are busy enriching themselves, while half of the budget is maintained
at the expense of private companies.

Imagine your child's school has an uneducated principal. He does not know the subjects,
writes with mistakes, comes to work drunk, beats schoolchildren on the fingers with a
ruler, while receiving fabulous money, does not listen to parents' complaints, and calls
the police every time you talk about a new director.

When this power is gone, Belarus will not become poor, it will finally stop being so.

The incumbent president has been in power for 26 years not because the people want
him to, but because he doesn't want to leave.

. Therefore, the main point of my program is new,
honest, fair elections, with the participation of all alternative candidates and transparent
vote counting. By voting for me, you are voting for new, honest and fair elections.
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I have accepted the support of the teams of Viktor Babarika and Valery Tsepkalo, the
best experts and public organisations and parties are working with them. [Wehhave

leaders, who force you to vote early, should know that it is illegal and punishable by a
fine of 15 basic units. I ask you to come to the elections on August 9, better in the
afternoon. To vote for me, Svetlana Tihanovska, and to defend your vote. I am Svetlana
Tikhanosvkaya, a candidate for the presidency of the Republic of Belarus, I want to ask

you, dear Belarusians.

ABSOIMEENMAIONEY And that we will never be silent. [GIISHCINCHNHONENCHIATACT

Commissioners are criminally liable for vote fraud. I ask them to remember that.

After we have received the results of the elections on August 9, 2020, which are
obvious for the whole country,
_. After assuming the role of the
President of the Republic of Belarus, I will take measures to preserve stability in the
country.

I will take all necessary actions within six months. During this transitional period, there
will be order, peace and intensive work on new elections in the country. Second, look at

It is a way to see your own, to realize how many of us there
are, to unite. Third, don't stay on the sidelines, come to our authorized rallies.
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is not a symbol of lies and propaganda. It is interesting to watch it, and it is not

shameful to work on it. EECHMONCYMINNISICOUNNASSPENUONIISINNADIANSIOHON

- We come to villages where there is no desolation, and agriculture is our pride, a
thriving industry that employs many farmers. If disaster, pandemic or crisis comes to
this country, people know what is happening. They are not lied to, the real numbers of
dead and sick are not hidden from them. Their health is not being traded. They are not
being traded for a chance to stay in the presidency longer.
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ustaliNtoEether ot allow thistoliappeniwe e HeMmajofityl Come to the elections on

August 9 and vote for me, Svetlana Tikhanovskaya. I am a simple person, a simple
Belarusian, a woman, a mother, who wants and can make our life the way we deserve it.
Only together we can build a country to live in. Thank you.

Speech IV. 30 uroas, 2020. (24 minutes). Minsk. Presidential campaign rally.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QND3M9t6L. Ws&t=1893s
Mens 30ByT CBetiana TuzaHOBcKasl, 1 KaHIUAAT B pe3uaeHTh Pecyonuku benapych.

S uny B mpe3uaeHTHl He paau ceds, a paau CBOETro My)Ka, JUIsl CBOUX U BalllUX JETEH.
Ceronus s pacckaxxy BaM TpH HeOONbIINX UcTOpuu. [lepBast ucropus - Most TMYHAS, MBI
NO3HaKOMMWINCh ¢ MouM MyxkeM Cepreem THXaHOBCKMM, KOrja s Y4yWwiach Ha
npenoaasarens. S Obuia cTyneHTka 40ro Kypca, a OH OTKphIBaJl KIy0 B Mys3bIke. S
IpuUlLIa B TOT KiIy0 BHEpPBbIE, U B MEPBBIN ke Be4ep Mbl C HUM IO3HAKOMMWINCH, U B
HEPBbIM e Bedyep Mbl MOHSUIM, YTO 3TO JHOOBH C MepBOro B3mmiaa. Tak v ObLIO Ha
caMoM JeJlle, Jja, 3TO IIpaBauBas UCTOpUs. Yepes roll Mbl OKEHWINCH, U BOT yXke 16 jeT
MBI BMecTe. Sl Bcerna yyBCcTBOBaJa ce0s 32 HUM Kak 32 KAMEHHOW cTeHOW. MBI JKWiIH B
I'omene, notom nepeexanu B MUHCK. Y Hac JjBO€ 3aMedaTeNIbHBIX JI€TOK, 51 He Oyay Bam
pacckasbIBaTh MOYEMy 51 CTOIO Ha 3TOM MecTe. Bbl Bce yke 06 aTom 3Haere. Ho s xouy
BaM HAallOMHUTh, 4TO MO My Cepreil TuxaHOBCKUI OTKpPBLI JIIOJSAM IVia3a U Jajd UM
HAJIeKy Ha NEpPEeMEHbI, MOOyAWSI y HUX CMEJIOCTh M Bepy B ceOs. Jlromu yBuaenu B
Cepren TuxaHOBCKOTO HOBOTO INpEe3WAEHTA, a BiacTh yBujaena Cepres THXaHOBCKOTO
cepbe3Horo onmnoHeHTa. Y 3a cBou yOexJeHHs U 3a IpaBay, KOTOPYK OH HEC B HAapo,
oH ceriuac B CHU30. Vxke 2 mecsana. Ho Bmecto Hero s - ero keHa. CseriiaHa
TuxaHoBcKasl.

Crnacu0o, BBl Bce 3HAETE, YTO S HE MOJMTHUK, U BIACTh MHE He HyxHa. Ho Moif Myxk Ha
peméTkoil. S BBIHYXJeHa ObLIa CIpsATaTh CBOMX JeTed, paaw ux Oe3omacHOCTH. S
MOXKepTBOBajia CBOEH CIIOKOMHOM JKM3HBIO pajikd Hac BceX. S ycrana TepneTs, S ycraia
Momyath. S ycrana 0osATbcsA. A BBl ycTanu Tepnerb? Bbl ycramum momnuarh, 60SThCS?
Btopas wmost wuctopus, mpo sromed B Mosbipe, Tae paboTaeT MpeKpacHbBIN
peaOMIUTAMOHHBIA LEHTp Ul JeTeH, KOTOpbIe BJIACTH COOMPANNCh 3aKpbITh. Tam
ObLIM JeTKH ¢ 0coOeHHbIMU noTpebHocTsIMU U Cepreil TuxaHOBCKHI HE CMOT IPOMTH
MHUMO M OH ToOeXaj Tyda, YTOObl OCBETUTH 3Ty mnpobiemMy. OH O4eHb XOTed IMOMOYb U
Omaromapsi ToMy, 4YTO O MpoOJeMe Y3HajH, OH OCBETWJI 3Ty MpoOieMy, oHa Oblia
pemeHa. PeaOumiuTanMoOHHBIA LIEHTP B MO3bIpE OCTAaBWIM MPOAOIDKAET paboTarh.
[Touemy nensru Ha EBponeiickue urpsl u CnaBsHckue bazapel y Hac ectb? A Ha nereit
O6onbHbIX HeT. Ha mencuonepoB Her. Pa3e 3T10 cmpasennuBo? Ilouemy B Hamiem
COLIMAJILHO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHOM T'OCYJapCTBE JEHBIM €CTh TOJIIBKO Ha TO, YTO HYXHO
BJIACTH, @ CTAPUKH BBIHY)KIEHBI NIPOJABAaTh SITOJbl HA TPACCE H CTOATHh B IOJ3EMHBIX
Hepexoax, CO CBSI3aHHBIMM HOCOYKaMHM, 4TOOBI 00ecreunTh cebe CylecTBOBaHUE, OHU
npopaboTaB BCIO JKU3Hb, KUBYT B OCIHOCTH U HEyBaKeHHHU. Pa3Be Bbl XOTHTE TaKOH
crapoctu? (ApnoaucmenTsl) Criacu6o.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QND3M9t6LWs&t=1893s

14 oro wuronst 3TOro roja MeEHs 3aperUCTPUPOBAIM KaHAMIATOM B IPE3UJEHTHI
Pecny6nuku benapycs. Ho B TOT Beuep, BMeCTO TOTo, 4TOOBI MOOIaronapuTs Jroaei 3a
HNOJ/IEPKKY U JIOBEpHE, MHE MPUILIOCH 3alKChIBaTh BHUAE000pAIlEHUE K CHIIOBBIM
CTPYKTypaM, TaKk KaKk B TOT JI€Hb HE 3aperucTpupoBajd 2X CHJIbHBIX KaHIUAATOB -
Buxropa babapuko u Banepus Llenkaso.

benopyce! BeIIIM Ha ynuIly, 4TOOBI BBIpa3uTh CBoe Hecornacue ¢ pemenuem UK. 1
MUPHBIX JFOfIel OUITH, MUPHBIX JIFOZIeH 3a0upanu B aBTO3aKH, MUPHBIX JIFOJICH YBO3WIIH B
HEHU3BECTHOM HAIIPABJICHHUM, s CMOTpEJIa HA MWIMIMIO U OMOH M JyMaja - 4TO BbI
nemnaere? (armomucMeHThl) Ha ynuily BBIXOAAT Bamid JETH, Ballld MarepH, OpaThs,
cectpsl. He HyxHO ux OuTh. JIFOmMU UIYT C MUPOM, JI/’KH MIPOCTO XOTAT BHIPA3UTH CBOE
MHEHHE.

Tpetbe MCTOpPUS MPO BOCHHBIX M MWIMIHKIO. Jloporue, MOCMOTPUTE HaM B Iia3a, MbI
TaKue ke Kak Bbl. balyIlika KoTopas mpoaaeT B Mepexoje YKPOI He MPECTYITHUK, JTIOIU
KOTOpbIE XOTSAT JOCTOMHOM JKW3HU, HE NPECTynHUKU. benopycel, KOTOpbIe
NOJICPKUBAIOT AJBTEPHATUBHBIX KAaHAMJATOB HE MPECTYNMHHKUA.  ODTO HAlll HapoJ,
KOTOPBIM XOUE€T MUPHOW CMEHBbI BiacTh. [loxkanyiicta HE UAUTE IPOTUB CBOEU COBECTH,
HE UJIUTE MPOTUB CBErO HApPOA.

Moii myx Cepreit TuxaHoBCKUI HE INpecTyNHUK. Bbl 3Haere, Korma Buepa Mbl BCE
y3HaJIM 3Ty UCTOPHUIO O TOM, 4TO B MuHCke OblIa 3ajepxaHa IrpyninupoBKa OOEBUKOB,
MBI MOIyMajH, YTO B CTPAaHE OOBABAT YpPE3BbIYANHOE MOJIOKEHME M HaM 3alpeTsiT
IPOBOAUTH MUKEThI, YTOOBI Mbl HE MOIVIM C BaMH OOIIAThCs. DTO ObUI IIEPBbIA BapHUaHT.
Bropoii BapuaHT, uTOo OyzneT NpoBeAeHa Kakas-TO MPOBOKAIMsS HAa OJHOM M3 HaIIMX
nuKeToB. M 3Ty NpoBOKAalMIO MPUIMLIYT, Hamemy oObeIuHeHHOMY IuTady. M Bbl
IOHUMaeTe , 3T0 OyJeT MOBOJOM JJIsl CHATHUA Hamed kanaunarypel. Ho Oena mpumuia
OTTyJla OTKyJa HUKTO €€ HE OXHJaJl, XOTA 3TO OBbLJIO OXHMIAeMO. DTy TPyHIIHPOBKY
npuBszany K TuxaHoBckomy. Bel 3Haete, cerognus yrpom Obuia Becrpeua B LIUK. S ouensb
9TO TSKEJIO TepexuBar, cerogusi yrpom Obuta Berpeda B IIUK (Llenrpanphas
N3buparensnas Komuccust). ['me Ham oOprcoBain CUTyaluio, cKa3ai, HaM CKa3ajH,
YTO BO BpeMs MHKeTa OyJeT HalakeHa IOTNOoJHUTENbHas oxpaHa. Crmacubo OombInOe
BJIACTH, YTO MOMOINIM B OpraHM3aunuu 3Toro mepomnpustus. Ho ceronHs mHe, ceronHs
YTPOM, BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHbIE YHHOBHUKH, IS B IJ1a3a TOBOPUIIH, YTO JUISL HUX camast
IIaBHAsl LIEHHOCTh - 3TO YEJIOBEK, YeJOBeUecKas JKU3Hb U Cyap0a uenoBeka. 1 3Haere,
Ha CeKyHIy S B 9TO moBepwia. A B o0en y3Hasa, 4TO MEpPeKBAIU(UIIMPOBAIHN CTAThIO
Ha cTarbio 293 “noAaroroBka MM AaKTMBHOE Y4YaCTHE B MacCOBbIX Oecropsakax” H
NpUBS3aIM JTUX OOEBHUKOB K €ro jeiny. Bbl 3HaeTe BBl TOBOPWIM O TOM, YTO
yeJioBeuecKasi JKM3Hb JUIsl Bac BaKHA, Cy[p0a uejoBeKa JJis Bac BaKHA U 4epe3 napy
4acoB BBI JioMaere cyabOy uenmoBeka. Hu omny cympOy, a cynp0y Bcex cemen
nonur3akiodeHHbIX. CynpOy Bcero Hapona. Bbl 3HaeTe 3Ta cuTyauus ¢ OOeBUKaMH
OYEHb M OYEHb CTpAIlIHas. 5l HaBepHOE TOJIBKO B CTPAILIHOM CHE MOTY IIPEACTaBUTh Kyl
OHH ellle MOTYT NpPHBs3aTh BOT 3THX 0oeBUKOB. [loHumaere, Tak crpamno. Hawm ceiivac
noctynaer uHpopMmanus , 4YT0 pOCCUHCKHUE OOEBUKU M3 YACTHBIX BOCHHBIX KOMIAHHUN
ObIBaJIM y HAC 4acTo M MCHONb30BaiIM benapych kak nepeBaioynyto 6a3y. Ho ¢ atum xe
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Hajo paszbuparbes. Eciam 3TO mpaBaa, TO y MeEHs TOra BOINPOC, Kylda CMOTPENH
CHELCTYXObl ¥ NOYEeMYy OHM MOAHSIM 3Ty TeMy TOJIKO MpPSMO Iepen BeiOopamu. S
CUMTAI0, YTO C ITHMHU OOEBHKaMH HY)XKHO pa3Ouparscs otaensHo. [lyckail mpoBepsT mo
3akoHy. Hukto He moBepuT. UTo 3THX OOEBHMKOB MpHUCIAIN NpsMO K BbiOOpoam. OHU
TOBOPST O Kakoul-TO peBostonuu. boxke Mou. Jlrogm, kakasi peBomtonusi? Mbl XOTHUM
YeCTHBIX BBIOOPOB. [Ipu yem 3mech peBomorusa? 3a4emM BbI MPOBOIMPYETE CBOM Hapo?
Ham OoeBuku aOcomoTHO HM K 4yeMy. Mbl MUpPHBIE JIOAM M MBI XOTHM MHUPHBIX
nepeMeH B Hamled crpaHe. Mup, n1000Bb W HE3aBHCUMOCTb(AIIOAUCMEHTHI, BEPEM.
MOYKEM, IIEpaMOXKaM).

51 oxazasiach B TIOJIMTUKE HE PaJH BIACTH , & PaJH CIPABEAITUBOCTUH. MBI 00bETMHUINCH
co mrrabamu babapuko u Llenkano u co3many CHIBHYIO KOMaHY, paay OOIIeH e -
ctpouth HOBYIO bemapyck. Ho Mbl He cmpaBumcs 6e3 Bac. [Ipuxomute Ha BBIOOPHI
TOJIBKO 9 Oro aBrycra u rojaocyite 3a MmeHs - Cpemany TuxaHoBcKyro. py3bs, Bbl Bce
3HAETE HE HYKHO MPUXOAUTH roJ0COBaTh JOCPOYHO. Toapko 90ro aBrycra, U TOJBKO 3a
Ceetnany TuxanoBckyro. Korga s ctany mpesunentoM pecnyOnuku bemapych - s crie
7Jar0 3 BemM, 8 OCBOOOXKY MOJIUT M SKOHOMHUYECKUX 3aKJIIOYECHHBIX, BO BTOPBIX 5

IpoBeny pedepeHiyM 1O BO3BpAIIEHUM KOHCTUTYIMU 1994, rne ecTth orpaHuyYeHHS

MTOJIHOMOY M npe3ncHTa U CPOKOB €TI0 ITPAaBJICHHA. TpeTLe - B TCUCHHUHU I10JIyroaa s

cO3[1aM YCJIOBHUSI M TIPOBENy YECTHBIE M HE3aBUCHMBIE BHIOOPHI HOBOTO MPE3UACHTA, U
storo mpe3uaeHta BoiOepere BbI! (Momomen, momomen, mosoxaen, monozen) S xoay
YTOOBI MOM JIETH POCIHM B CBOOOJHOW M CUACTIMBOI CTpaHe, a He OOSIIUCH 32 CBOUX
ponutenel, KOTopbeie TpeOyIOT YBaKeHHUs W mpapabl. Pa3se s MHOro xouy? (Tojia - HET).
S xouy yTOOBI JIOZIEH HE Opocanu B TIOPBEMBI 33 TO, YTO OHU TYJSIOT MO yauax. A BbI
sToro xorute? S Xody 3HaTh MpaBay, JakKe €CIM y HAC MHOTO 3a0O0JEBIIMX, a HE
CIIyIIaTh MHH3APAB 0 TOM. UTO y Hac BCe XOPOIIO. A BbI 3TOT0 XOTUTe? - (ToMNma - 1a). S
X0uy 4TOOBI JIOMM HE MCKaJM BO3MOXKHOCTh yexaTh W3 bemapycu, a momydanu 31ech
JOCTOWHYIO 3apIuiaTy, a Bbl 3Toro xorture? (nma). Mos miaBHas IeNb - IPOBECTH
HACTOSIIIHME, YeCTHBIC BEIOOPHI, C YJaCTHEM BCEX aJBTEPHATUBHBIX KaHIUIATOB. S X0uy
9TOOBI BBl CaMH peliaiii CBOK Cyap0y. Kak jkeHa W MaTh s BcerJa IMOHHMA0, YTO B
CeMbE€ OJIMH 3a BCEX M BCE 3a OAHOTO. S X094y Tak 4TOOBI Tak OBLIO B Halel cTpaHe. Bol
storo xoture? (ma) Ilpuxommure Yoro aBrycra Ha CBOM H30UpareibHbIE YYacCTKU U
ronocyire 3a MeHs - Cetnany TuxaHoBeyto. [py3bs, cmacu6o. [loMHUTE, YTO TONBKO
BMECTE MBI MOXEM MOCTPOUTH CTpaHy JUIst *Ku3HH! (24 MUHYTBI)

Speech IV _ translated. 30 July, 2020. Minsk. presidential campaign officially
permitted rally of Svetlana Tikhanouskaya. (24 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QND3M9t6L Ws&t=1893s

My name is Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, I am a candidate for the presidency of the

Republic of Belarus. [iMIE0INgN0 e presidency ot forimyself but formy husbandl
_ Today I will tell you three small stories. The first story is

my personal one. I met my husband Sergei Tikhanovsky when I was studying to be a
teacher. I was a 4th year student and he was starting a club in music. I came to that club
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for the first time, and the first night we met him, and the first night we realised that it
was love at first sight. It really was, yes, it's a true story. A year later we got married and
we have been together for 16 years now. I always felt like a stone wall behind him. We
lived in Gomel, then moved to Minsk. We have two wonderful children, I will not tell
you why I am standing in this place. You all already know about it. But [ want to remind
you that my husband Sergei Tikhanovsky opened people's eyes and gave them hope for
change, gave them courage and faith in themselves. People saw Sergei Tikhanovsky as a
new president, and the authorities saw Sergei Tikhanovsky as a serious opponent. And
for his convictions and for the truth, which he carried to the people, he is now in
pre-trial detention. For two months already. But instead of him I am his wife. Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya.

Thank you, you all know I'm not a politician, and I don't want power. But my husband is
behind bars. I had to hide my children for their safety. I sacrificed my quiet life for all of
us. I'm tired of being patient, I'm tired of being silent. I'm tired of being afraid. Are you
tired of being patient? Are you tired of being silent, tired of being afraid? My second
story is about people in Mozyr, where there is a wonderful rehabilitation center for
children, which the authorities were going to close. There were children with special
needs and Sergei Tikhanovsky could not pass by and he went there to highlight the
problem. He really wanted to help and thanks to the fact that the problem was
recognized, he highlighted the problem and it was solved. The rehabilitation center in
Mozyr was left to continue to operate. Why do we have money for the European Games
and Slavic Bazaars? But we don't have money for sick children. No money for
pensioners. Is it fair? Why in our socially-oriented state there is money only for
what the authorities need, and old people are forced to sell berries on the highway
and stand in underpasses, with tied socks to ensure their existence, they have
worked all their lives and live in poverty and disrespect. Is that the kind of old age
you want? (Thank you.

On July 14 of this year I was registered as a candidate for the presidency of the
Republic of Belarus. But that evening, instead of thanking people for their support and
trust, I had to record a video message to the power structures, because on that day they
did not register two strong candidates - Viktor Babariko and Valery Tsepkalo.
Belarusians took to the street to express their disagreement with the CEC (Central
Electoral Commission) decision. And peaceful people were beaten, peaceful people
were taken away in autozaks, peaceful people were taken away to an unknown
direction, I looked at the police and OMON and thought - what are you doing?
(applause) Your children, your mothers, brothers, sisters are out on the street. You don't
need to beat them. People are going in peace, 1/y just want to express their opinion.

The third story is about the military and the police. Dear ones, look us in the eye, we are
just like you. A grandmother who sells dill in the crosswalk is not a criminal, people
who want a decent life are not criminals. Belarusians who support alternative candidates

are not criminals. These are our people who want a peaceful change of power. Please
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My husband Siarhei Tikhanouski is not a criminal. You know, when yesterday we all
learned the story that a group of militants had been detained in Minsk, we thought that a
state of emergency would be declared in the country and we would be forbidden to hold
pickets so that we could not communicate with you. This was the first option. The
second option was that some provocation would be held at one of our pickets. And
this provocation will be attributed to our united headquarters. And you
understand, it will be a reason to withdraw our candidacy. But trouble came from
where no one expected it, although it was expected. This group is tied to Tikhanovsky.
You know, there was a meeting at the CEC this morning. I'm taking it very hard, this
morning there was a meeting at the CEC (Central Election Commission). Where we
were outlined the situation, we were told, we were told that during the picket there will
be additional security. Thank you very much to the authorities for helping to organize
this event. But today, this morning, high-ranking officials looked me in the eye and said
that for them the most important value is a human being, human life and the fate of a
human being. And you know, for a second I believed it. And at lunchtime I found out
that they reclassified the article to Article 293 “preparation or active participation in
mass riots” and tied these militants to his case. You know, you said that human life is
important to you, the fate of a person is important to you, and in a couple of hours
you break the fate of a person. Not just one fate, but the fate of all the families of
the political prisoners.The fate of the entire nation. You know, this situation with the
militants is very, very scary. I can only imagine in my worst dreams where else they can
tie these militants to. You know, it's so scary. We are now receiving information that
Russian militants from private military companies have often visited us and used
Belarus as a transit base. But we have to deal with it. If this is true, then I have a
question, where were the security services looking and why did they raise this issue
only right before the elections. I think that these militants should be dealt with
separately. Let them be checked according to the law. No one will believe it. That these
militants were sent right before the elections. _
_ Oh, my God. People, What revolution? We want fair elections. What's
revolution got to do with it? Why are you provoking your own people? We have
absolutely no need for militants.

_Peace, love and independence. (applause, cheers and applause)

I got into politics not for power, but for justice. We united with Babariko's and
Tsepkalo's staff and created a strong team for a common goal - to build a new Belarus.
_ Come to the elections only on August 9 and vote for me
- Svetlana Tikhanovskaya. Only on August 9th, and only for Svetlana Tikhanovskaya.
When I become president of the Republic of Belarus I will do 3 things, I will release
political and economic prisoners, secondly I will hold a referendum on the return of the
constitution of 1994, where there are limits on the powers of the president and the terms
of his rule. Third, within six months I will create conditions and hold fair and
independent elections for a new president, and _
(crowd shouting “well done, well done, well done, well done, well done”) I want my
children to grow up in a free and happy country, and not be afraid for their parents, who
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demand respect and truth. Is that too much to ask? (crowd - no). I want people not
thrown in jail for walking the streets. Is that what you want? [ want to know the truth,
even if we have a lot of sick people, not listen to the health department saying that
everything's fine. Is that what you want? - (crowd - yes). I want people not to look for
an opportunity to leave Belarus, but to get a decent salary here, and you want that?
(crowd- yes). My main goal is to hold real, fair elections, with the participation of all
alternative candidates. _ As a wife and mother I
always understand that in a family one for all and all for one. I want that to be the case
in our country. Do you want that? (crowd -yes) _
9th and vote for me - Svetlana Tikhanovskaya. Friends. thank you. Remember that only

Speech V. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Orpom49gT14 ABryer 7, 2020 (Minsk).
benmopycel, Mbl JHOOMM Bac, JOOMM Bac BceX 0Oe3 HUCKIOUYeHUs. MBI HE JenuM

0enopycoB Ha HapoJ ¥ YMHOBHUKOB, Ha JIIOJCH B Ipa)KAaHCKOM M 4YepHOU (opme, Ha
u30upareneil U 4JIeHOB M30HpaTeNbHBIX KOMHCCUNA. MBI Bce O€OpYyChl, MBI BCE CEMBbSI.
Ecnu xTo-TO M3 HAac OTCTynWiICA - Mbl IPOTSIHEM PYKY. ECIM KTO-TO MOCTYIHII HEYECTHO
- MBI IOMOXEM 3TO HUCHPaBUTh. ECIM KTO-TO MOCTYNWJI MPAaBUIBHO - MBI OyJeM BaMu
ropauThes. Mbl HUKOTIIA HE Oy[ieM yrpokaTb, 3allyTUBaTh, AHTAKUPOBATh. A TIIaBHOE
- MBI HHKOTH aHe OymeM mnpucBauBaTh cTpaHy cebOe. [loromy uto bemapych He
OPUHAUICKUT  TOJIMTHKAM, [pe3uHJaM, MapTUsM Wi rpynnaMm. bemapycek
IPUHAJJICKUT TOJIbKO cebe M cBoeMy Hapony. Kornma KTo-To roBOpUT 4TO HE OTHACT
CTpaHy ApPYrou BIAaCcTH, Mbl HE MOHMMaeM 3Tux cioB. Komy He otnact? Kak He otnact?
Pa3Be ee kT0-TO puCcBOMI, YTOOBI OTAaBaTh? PasBe KTO-TO MpUBaTU3UPOBAJ HAC, YTOObI
otnaBath?  Pa3Be MBI u/9-T0 coOcTtBeHHOCTH? JleiicTByromasi BiIacTb NPOTUB
MpUBaTU3alMM IPENNPUITHHA, HO INpUBAaTU3UpOBajga BCIO CTpaHy. benopycel He
COOCTBEHHOCTb, a CTpaHa HE JOJKHA MPUHAJJIEKaTh OJHOMY 4delloBeKy. B mociennee
BpEMsI MJIET MHOTO pa3roBOPOB O CHJIbHOM Jujepe. Ko takoil cunbHbIl nunep? Bee
IPOCTO. DTO YEJIOBEK KOTOPOMY HE HYKHO JepKaTh B CTPaxXe MUJUITMOHBI JIHO/IEH, UTOOBI
OCTaBaTbCs MPE3UJACHTOM. OJTO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY HE HYKHO OPTaHU30BbIBATH CXEMBI,
[JIe 3aBBIIIACTCS SIBKA, 3aMEHSIOTCS OOJUIETEHHU, NPUIHCHIBAIOTCA TOJIOCA, YTOOBI
OCTaBaTbCs MPE3UACHTOM. ITO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY HE HY)KHO MPUMEHATH (U3UUYECKYIO
CUJIy ¥ MOPAJIbHOE JIaBJICHHE, YTOOBI OCTABATHCS MPE3UACHTOM. DTO YEIOBEK, KOTOPOMY
HE HYXHO OpocaTb B TIOPbMBI KaHJMJIATOB, UX JIE€TEH U COPATHUKOB, YTOOBI OCTABATHCS
IPE3UACHTOM. JTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY HE HYKHBI JIOKHBIE CBUAECTEIbCKHAE IOKa3aHUSI U
HEUYECTHBIE OOBUHHTEIBHBIC IPUTOBOPHI, YTOOA OCTABAaTHCS MPE3UAECTOM. DTO YEJTIOBEK,
KOTOPBIN He OyeT YHHYTOXaTh BCE HA CBOEM ITyTH, YTOOBI OCTABAaTHCS MPE3UICHTOM.
OTOT CHMCOK MOYHO MPOAOIIKATh JI0JIT0, HO MBI He Oy/eM 3a0uparh y Bac MoJTopa yaca
BPEMEHH.

August 7, 2020 (2 days before the official day of elections). Belarusians, we love you,
we love you all without exception. We do not divide Belarusians into people and
officials, into people in civilian and black uniforms, into voters and members of election
commissions. We are all Belarusians, we are all family. If one of us has given up - we
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will extend our hand. If someone has acted dishonestly - we will help to correct it. If
someone did the right thing - we will be proud of you. We will never threaten,
intimidate, blackmail. And most importantly, we will never take the country for

ourselves. Because
_ When someone says that he won't give the
country to another power, we don't understand these words. Who will not give it to?
How not to? Has someone appropriated it not to give it away? Did someone privatize us
to give us away? The current government is against
privatization of enterprises, but it privatized the whole country. Belarusians are not
property, and the country should not belong to one person. Recently there is a lot of talk
about a strong leader. Who is such a strong leader? It's simple.

who doesn't need false testimony and dishonest convictions to remain president. T'his is
a man who will not destroy everything in his path to remain president. This list could go

on for a long time, but we won't take up an hour and a half of your time.

Speech VI. December 16, 2020. EU Parliament. Sakharov prize - freedom of

thought prize:  https:/tsikhanouskaya.org/en/video/bd4c3cc121457b9.html (12
minutes)

Dear President, dear members of European Parliament, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year the world has seen Belarus awakening._

eSO CORIEREIOSSMEIEIO08! O your way to the European Parliament, you
could see a shocking photo on the facade of the building. AINOMANMNVAICHIAINNG
OO Tc e DeoreheIiotpoliceN [ s not a wartime movie scene, it's a peaceful

Belarus in 2020. People locked inside a cathedral by special forces.
BB Dctainces marked with different colours to determine how severely they should

be beaten by the police officers. _ Deliberately infecting prisoners
with COVID-19 . It is a peaceful Belarus — in the heart of Europe.

Fear is that one feels in those stories. I’m one of the thousands of Belarusians who used

to be afraid. The invisible world of fear was built around us, this world of fear held us

back for almost three decades. But this year, everything has changed. This year we
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day, week by week, month by month. The photo’ on the facet of the building of the
European Parliament is not a story of fear. It is a story of hope, courage and freedom.
For the 3d time in 20 years, Belarusians have been honoured with the Sakharov
freedom of thought prize. What is a better recognition for a free thinker? What is a
better motivation for us to keep going? We are bound to win and we will win. A simple
wish to walk freely at the centre of our cities and towns keeps us going. Desire to
celebrate our holidays with the family keeps us going. Dream of a better future for
Belarus keeps us going. Belarus, where justice and truth prevail. Belarus, our children
can be proud of. ['m endlessly honoured to speak in front of you. We receive this prize
today together with the brave Belarusians - Maria Kolesnikava, Veronika Tsepkalo,
Svetlana Alekseevich, Volga Kovalkova, Ales Belyatski (applauses), Mikola Statkevich,
Sergey Tikhanouski, Sergey Delevski, Stepan Putilo, and all the members of the
Coordination Council. But we are not alone here today, beside us are thousands of
Belarusian who inspire us, give us strength and hope. Many of them are not here today.
Our courageous women, workers, students, doctors, teachers, lawyers, writers, activists
and all are in Belarus - fighting for our freedom. It is to them that this prize belongs.
Last Sunday I met with our distinguished Belarusian writer Svetlana Alekseevich, who
is with us remotely today. Svetlana Alekseevich received a prize for telling the stories of
little big men in the light of historical events. This is how she created a monument to
suffering and courage in our time. For me such a little big man is each and every
Belarusian who takes part in these peaceful protests against violence and lawlessness.
Each of them is a hero, each of them is an example of courage, compassion, and dignity
to me. Freedom is made from simple things and often requires fearless resistance. For
Alexandr Raikovski , he was protesting against the falsified elections. He stood

holding his bare hands in front of men with rivals. And he was shot dead. Fearless

he was. For the artist, Roman Bondarenko, he was going out to protect national symbols
the police office. Fearless he was. Journalist Ekaterina Boresevich and doctor Artem
freedom. Fearless they are. Natalia Korshik couldn’t stay on the sidelines and came
police. Fearless she is. Freedom is victory over fear. Seventy three years old Nina

® See appendix
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yearsalieady NIGHERAIGNEN Truly free she is.

polificaliprisonerNSdNGmeNANSIVEAN. His commitment to values of freedom is

something no prison sentence can take away. Truly free he is.

_. Truly free she is. My thoughts are with her every day. _

jail, trumped up charges. He hasn’t seen his family for 7 months already but these are

only some of courageous people of _ is extremely proud of. Freedom

is also universal. Belarusian have been marching every week since 9th August elections.

They marched for their future and future of those who couldn't be there.

with Belarus. We call Europe to be braver and support their decisions - and support the

_ Your solidarity and your voice are important. But it is actions

that matter. Please, be there for Belarusians,

_. I have only one wish this year, [ want every Belarusian who

is now in jail or was forced to live in exile , to return home.

_ Nelson Mandela, who received a prize in 1988

together with the Soviet dissident Anatoly Marchenko said “I believe that courage was

not to be an absence of fear but the triumph over it.” He believed that the brave are

those who conquer their fear. Only united can we conquer our fear on our way to

freedom and build a new Belarus. Every country has its own path to democracy. And

this is ours. Long live Europe, long live Belarus. Thank you.

Speech VIL 24-11-2021. EU Parliament speech
https://tsikhanouskaya.org/en/news/c3b256¢7d6f4676.html,

“Mr. President, Distinguished Members of the European Parliament,
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for exercising basic political rights people in the rest of Europe taken for granted. If we
invited all of the Belarusians unjustly imprisoned for the wrong color of their dress or
socks, even four halls like this one would not be enough roomflOn behalf of them and
fellow Belarusians who believe in the freedoms this Union represents, I speak to you
today. Among them are my husband, Siarhei, and my friend Maria Kalesnikava. Among
them is also Ales Bialiatski. Just one year ago, he was with us at the European
Parliament receiving the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. Ales returned home
and half a year later was arrested for his work at the Human Rights Center “Viasna”.
The case of Ales shows that the Belarusian crisis is much closer to all of us than it
might seem. Just recently, Ales was here for all to greet and congratulate. And now he is
behind bars. Belarusians are no longer safe in their country and abroad. And neither, in
this case, are other Europeans. As we have seen, the regime in Belarus has shown itself
willing to seize individuals from international flights, misuse international agencies and
agreements to punish dissent. To weaponize migrants in a way deliberately designed to
undermine the stability and security of Europe.Confronted with this challenge, we can
feel paralyzed by fear, or we can take our destiny into our hands and turn the tide of
European history in our favour. When I addressed the European Parliament last
December, I spoke about the year 2020. I said then: “This year the world has seen

Belarus awakening”. In 2021, the world saw Belarus actively [ESiSNCICOINCHIENNS
_. But has the world seen Europe standing with us in support of
our shared values, our freedom, and our dignity? We saw that Europe can not only talk
the talk but also walk the walk. Belarusians saw brave European diplomats like Dirk
Schuebel ‘who were willing to take a risk regarding values and principles. Belarusians
were pleasantly surprised by unprecedented action by the European Commission to
announce'a Comprehensive plan for the future'of BElarus. "Belarusians were grateful to

the European Parliament for the Sakharov Prize and vocal support for political
prisoners. But Belarusians also saw the year 2021 in detail. And I would like to briefly
explain the way that the year 2021 has been passing for my fellow countryman. In
January police in Belarus started arresting dissenting citizens, breaking right into their
homes. In February, two young journalists Daria Tchultsova and Katsiaryna Andreeva
were sentenced to two years imprisonment. All they had done was to report on the
protest meeting after the terrible death of Raman Bandarenka — after beatings by the
security forces. Meanwhile, in Europe, we heard mostly polite urgings to respect
freedom of speech in Belarus as analysts speculated that perhaps the political crisis had
ended. In March, hundreds of people were detained simply for being outdoors on
Belarusian Independence Day — so much did the regime fear new street protests.

_ Even though 800,000 Belarusians have voted for

negotiations via the online platform, Holas.

8 German EU Ambassador in Belarus
7 3 billion euro economic support package
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip 21 2685)
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In April, the regime's foreign affairs minister promised to “destroy civil society”.
People in prisons were poisoned with chlorine. Meanwhile, in Europe, the media
interest in Belarus was rapidly vanishing.

May was the critical turning point. The biggest online independent news site TUT.BY
was shut down and its team imprisoned. Democratic activist Vitold Ashurak died in
prison for unknown reasons. 17-year old Dzmitry Stakhouski couldn't bear the endless
interrogations by the police... He killed himself.

Finally, there was the outrage of the state-sponsored hijacking of a Ryanair plane to
kidnap blogger Raman Pratasevich. Only after that did Europe take the first stronger
measures against the regime. Nine whole months after the human rights catastrophe in
Belarus began.

I am grateful for the EU’s firm response to the regime’s outrageous grounding of a
European flight. This was a moment the European Union can truly be proud of. But
still, would this have happened if only non-EU citizens were onboard this Ryanair
flight? Are democracy and human rights reserved only for EU citizens?

In June, political prisoner Stsiapan Latypau attempted suicide in court because the

regime threatened to torture his father if he didn’t plead guilty. _

In July, another aspiring presidential candidate Viktar Babaryka was sentenced to 14
years in prison. The same month the regime made good on its promise to “destroy civil
society”. It closed dozens of independent media and 270 NGOs and arrested many of
their employees and volunteers. Meanwhile, in Europe, we heard expressions of deep
concern.

In August, Olympic athlete Krystina Tsimanouskaya was almost kidnapped during the
Games in Tokyo simply for criticising Belarusian sports management. Same time, the
IMF signed over 1 billion dollars in COVID support to Belarus. A country where
prisoners are being deliberately infected with COVID. Meanwhile, in Europe, the media
focus was exclusively on other global issues.

In September, my friend Maria Kalesnikava was sentenced to 11 years in prison. IT
worker Andrey Zeltser was shot dead during a KGB raid of his apartment. His wife, as
the only witness, was sent to a psychiatric hospital. And nearly 200 Belarusians have
been arrested for “negative comments” online about this event. Meanwhile, all over
Europe, well-funded lobbyists were working furiously to block new sanctions against
this abusive regime.

In October, the migrant crisis exploded to a full scale. At the same time, the 64-year old
politician Ryhor Kastusiou remains in prison with suspected cancer. He receives no
medical aid. And in Europe, the regime continued using Interpol to pressure the
dissidents abroad.

64



Finally, in November, the tensions at the Belarusian-Polish border reached a boiling
point. Thousands of foreign citizens taken hostage by the regime have come to the focus
of the EU. Phone calls have been exchanged to alleviate their conditions. But at the
same time, nine million Belarusians remain hostages of the regime.

Have we forgotten the tragic lessons of our European past? That tyrants are emboldened
by appeasement, not placated. That when you avoid confrontation with a bully, you only
make the inevitable showdown that much more costly and dangerous.

But do you really suppose it will stop there? We are already seeing how dangerous a
regime like this can be to its neighbours. Lithuania and Poland are facing the biggest
test of their border security. By the way, Polska, Lietuva, stay strong! We know that you
pay a big price for being true and principled friends to the People of Belarus.

Supposing this abuse of migrants is somehow stopped, do you really believe the
regime’s threats beyond its borders will end there? Increases in the flow of smuggled
drugs and other contraband? A military provocation? A disaster at a nuclear power plant
right on the EU’s external borders? None of this is just my imagination. These are
threats that the regime itself has made. Whatever it takes to get what it wants.

are the reason why all of us want to live in freedom and dignity. Moments that

Belarusians are deprived of. For me, those would be moments when my daughter Agnia
might see the loving face of her father Siarhei seeing her off on her first day of school.
Moments when my son Karnei could feel the support of a father who helps him to fix
his bicycle. For other mothers like Dasha Losik, Volha Zalatar, Alena Bondarenka, time
is measured in tears. _ When you’re
behind bars and you have no news about your 5 kids. When all is left of your child is a
framed photograph with a black ribbon. Because they beat him to death when he asked
them not to remove the white-red-white ribbons hung in his backyard.

For the workers in MTZ, Belkalii, Hrodna Azot, time is measured in sweat spilled while
forced by the regime to work in unbearable and dangerous conditions. Conditions that
are close to being slavery... Work with no rights.

For thousands of activists across the country, time is measured in units of stress and
anxiety. Because even though they choose “safer” methods of resistance like
distributing self-published newspapers, pasting stickers, joining independent labor
movements, every day they risk arrest.

And for our medics from Voranava to Hotimsk, from Verhnedvinsk to Bragin, time is

measured in hours of overtime and the minutes of sleep they are allowed. Because, due
to the regime’s disregard of the pandemic, their workload has tripled.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, do you think these people understand what we mean when we

talk about the EU’s long bureaucratic processes and complex diplomacy? Do you think
our statements of deep concern give them hope and confidence? What can the European

Union really say to the people of Belarus — to the _ — who want the
same things the rest of Europe enjoys? Perhaps we have no right to demand your help or

support. Perhaps you may refuse us because it may contradict your national interest. Or
perhaps it’s bad for your businesses. But I am here to ask for your support,

nevertheless. (MISNIIOMICCUONNSIVOUNISAIIOMIESSUONIO0] Only by standing

together and acting decisively, does democracy have the chance to survive in this world.

Distinguished Representatives of Europe, pardon my straightforwardness, but I must
say it: It is getting late! Since August 2020, there have been ample gestures and
expressions of solidarity. Belarusians were praised for reigniting their faith in
democracy and human dignity. Is it not the turn for Europeans to demonstrate their
commitment to those values with action? Will Europe as a whole have the courage to

take decisive action now? Or will we wait another year? Dear ladies and gentlemen, we
don’t have another year. Neither does Belarus. Neither does Europe. There is more we

can do than just wait and react. The regime in Minsk is motivated by fear of the
Belarusian people. Hence, the escalation of violence. Meanwhile, Belarusians are not
giving up. Three independent surveys show more than half of Belarusians want a new

presidential clection. Despite intense political pressure, Belarusians are still finding
_ Maybe not in ways that get the attention of your media. _

_ New Belarus is not only about the future. It

is already being born and growing. But today it needs your help.

We need Europe to be more proactive when facing autocracy. The cliche about Belarus
being “the last dictatorship of Europe” is, in a way, misleading. Dictatorship does not
have natural geographical limits. It spreads if it is not stopped. Dictatorships, after all,
can be compared to a virus infecting the body. We all know that the more disease is
ignored, the more difficult it is to treat it in the future. It’s now clear to the whole world

that waiting and seeing is not the right strategy to address the virus. Action is crucial.

To successfully overcome a virus a three-part strategy can help. _
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The first part of our strategy should be the isolation and non-recognition of the regime.
Many Belarusians are hurt to see that even today such influential European media —
from Deutsche Welle to BBC — call Aliaksandr Lukashenka “president”. He is not. It

shapes the wrong perception among millions of viewers. _

Europe, let’s stand up to your decisions! [HIGIONISCOBNIZSHNSISICCHONSNSORIONIO!

Do not recognize any deals made without
Belarusians’ agreement. Speak clear and loud: the contracts signed by the regime after 9
August 2020 are and will be legally void. Lukashenka is gambling with Belarus’
sovereignty. We must stay firm in non-recognition policy and be clear that independence
and sovereignty can not be traded or undermined.

This non-recognition should be coherent. New ambassadors to Belarus should not be
appointed, nor should anyone who respects freedom, human rights, and the rule of law
receive the regime’s ambassadors. We also should not invite its representatives to
international gatherings, sports, or cultural events. Suspend the regime’s membership in
Interpol. This would send a signal that abuses will no longer be tolerated.

Instead, I encourage you to give a voice to the Belarusian people. Invite Belarusian
democratic forces to all international fora to represent them at the highest level,
particularly during the Eastern Partnership Summit.

The second part of our strategy is treatment. We should push back on the regime and
limit its access to the resources it uses to maintain power.

When your child is ill, you know you have to give him medicine even if it hurts to see
him resisting. But you realize this is the only way. The same principle should apply
when we talk about European sanctions against the regime. Let me assure you:

_ Continue holding a consistent sanction policy. _
elites, destroy corruption schemes, and divide people around Lukashenka. As no one

wants to share the responsibilities for the regime's crimes.

Let us be firm. We must not let lobbyists block the necessary sanctions. Let’s close all
remaining loopholes. Let’s coordinate our actions with the US and the UK to make the
sanctions effective and not merely symbolic. By all means, let us be consistent. It makes
little sense to further invest in the mafia regime. Send a message that we will not enrich
it so that it can use these resources to abuse its citizens.

Let us be true to international law! Give the green light to prosecute the human rights
offenders under the universal criminal jurisdiction. Invoke the regime's responsibility
for capturing the civilian aircraft and its hybrid attack on the EU borders! _

- _ I call on Europe to take the initiative in that.
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The third part of our strategy is immunity. We need to boost the natural resistance and
backbone of Belarusian society. I call on Europe to expand assistance to our people. It
requires flexibility and a non-conventional approach to reach those on the ground. To
human rights defenders, media, citizen journalists and journalists-investigators, local
neighborhoods, activists, volunteers, initiatives promoting Belarusian language and
culture. Programs of rehabilitation for families of the repressed, and programs of
psychological aid. People must feel they are not abandoned.

Let us stand together in solidarity! Let’s not forget the Belarusian prisoners of
conscience and their families. Do not let the regime manipulate the migrants smuggling
in order to obscure the human rights catastrophe inside the country. Both Belarusians
and migrants are now hostages of the regime. And these two problems cannot be solved
separately. Remember, to cure the virus we need to treat the problem at its root, not just
the symptoms.

And let us all be true to our principles. Let’s help those who were forced to leave the
country. Many Belarusians fled in a hurry, with short-term Schengen visas. Many
Belarusians don’t like to be considered as immigrants but as temporary relocants. They
want to get back home soon, but they need small things like legal stay and work

permits. Though we usually speak of democracy in high terms, _

Help Belarusians so they can help Belarus and Europe, too. So we could continue the
fight for our freedom and yours. I know that I’'m surrounded here by allies and partners
like President Sassoli, Vice-President Metsola.

To all group members “Friends of democratic Belarus” who took godparenthood for
dozens of political prisoners in Belarus. Who sent them letters and postcards. Today I
brought a response from them to you — “Freedom Postcards” — drawings made by
political prisoners in their letters. They feel your support, my dear friends. So as
millions of Belarusians who are sincerely grateful to you and all the members of the
European Parliament for your firm position, for your statements and resolutions. But
they also want the words to be materialized in actions. People on the ground in Belarus
have huge expectations from you for one simple reason. They want to see in Europe an
example to be followed.

So finally. Let us be true to Europe. The dream of a united Europe is not a dream about
a bureaucratic system or an economic union alone. It is the dream of sisterhood and
brotherhood. Of a community of nations and people that cooperate peacefully and
respectfully, in freedom and dignity. It is a dream that our shared values of respect for
human rights, of representative, constitutional government, and the rule of law.

Being a community means walking a common path together. Last year, when we met [
said about Belarus: “Every country has its own path to democracy, and this is ours”.
Now, one year later, Belarusians are much closer to their goal. But the road has become
much more difficult. Obstacles are constantly being thrown in our path.

_. And overcome these obstacles together. It is

time to show that Elifopeanivalues arc and will continue to be our greatest source of
strength and the only solid foundation for peace and prosperity.
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I am here today to invite you to walk that path with us. Thank you very much! XsiBe
Bbenapycs! XKeise Eypomna! Long live Belarus and long live Europe!”

Speech VIII. Nov,14, 2022 _ Interview to POLITICO.

https://www.politico.eu/article/sviatlana-tsikhanouskaya-belarus-opposition-leader-dem
ocracy-elections-alexander-lukashenko-vladimir-putin-russia-ukraine/

“I am the Belarusian president-elect, and together we will prevail. The West must stop
pretending Lukashenko is president. He has unlawfully seized power and should be

brought to justice.”

“Yet, Europe’s longest-sitting, most repressive ruler is deeply unpopular. He’s supported
by no more than 25 percent of the population who are mostly pensioners, pro-Russian
bureaucrats and security service personnel, all dependent on the state for jobs in a
sinking economy.”

“Lukashenko’s backing of Putin’s unlawful war is profoundly unpopular in Belarus.
Millions of my people are furious that Russian troops were allowed to march through
our country. In April, when the regime admitted over 80 diversions on railways,
Belarusian railway partisans helped thwart Russia’s attack on Kyiv. Dozens of them are
now awaiting trial, accused of terrorism, and may face the death penalty — Lukashenko
has expanded the use of the death penalty for almost any form of dissent. Belarusians
are fundamentally European. For centuries, we co-existed with Lithuanians, Poles and
Ukrainians in one state. Russia’s attempt to separate Belarus from Europe and create
friction with Ukraine goes against our historical memory, and our mentality.”

“Thus, the EU and the United States must apply a dual strategy, helping _

_ for Belarusian activists or bloggers is a show of confidence that even if
the KGB comes, you still have a plan B. The West also needs to enforce sanctions
already in place. The EU and U.S. must collaborate on closing loopholes, and sanctions
evasion monitoring must be stepped up. Regime assets abroad should also be identified
and seized, while secondary sanctions should target state enterprises that fuel
Lukashenko’s intelligence agency and Putin’s war machine.”

Last week, the Council of Europe took an unprecedented step, when it formalized
cooperation with the democratic forces of Belarus and removed regime representatives.
This is a good model for other international organizations — working with sections of
Belarusian society that are aligned with Europe and Ukraine.
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In August, I also created the United Transitional Cabinet of Belarus to bring major
political groups together. We have decided not to wait for Lukashenko’s or Putin’s
regimes to collapse, but to prepare Belarus in advance. And this Cabinet will work as
the transitional government until new elections take place.

nd together, ERVilliprevail.”

Speech IX. 13-09- 2023 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D8100GnX3Y

“We are not strangers, we are family members , who were away for too long, we are the
forgotten Europeans returning home.
” as cited by Metsola

Speech X. 13-09-2023 2d EU parliament speech (16 minutes)
ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNQFtPsWn1E

=

“When I was here two years ago, I spoke about tyranny as a virus. A virus, which won't
be contained by borders. And the past two years have showed that the virus can mutate
into the deadly cancer of war. Unlike the war in Ukraine, _ The goal
of a Kremlin in this war is the same as in Ukraine. To turn a sovereign country Belarus
into yet another surviving Russian colony. And Putin is not doing it alone, he is doing it

in collaboration with Lukashenko, who'is selling ‘our country and our independence

_. Quietly, they are tightening their grip on our economy, our military, and
our institutions.

continent, so that Europe too cannot become whole, free and at peace. But they will

fail. The terror unleashed at us, Belarusians, made us even more determined. No
tyranny, KGB, or Vagner can kill the desire for freedom in Belarus. Great Belarusains
demonstrate true heroism and resistance. In this quiet war, there are many quiet heroes.
Heroes like Dmitriy Klimov.® When Russians tried to make a shortcut to Kiev from
Belarus, he destroyed railways equipment and trains loaded with Russian tanks. And
what the KGB did, they arrested him and put bullets through his knees. Dmitriy and 11
other partisans were sentenced in total to 200 years in prison.

_Heroes like our pensioners, you know recently a few grannies gathered to

8 22 years of imprisonment in Belarusian penal colony
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read quietly extremist media together. And they also asked me, tell Europeans that we
haven't given up. Even speaking A belarusian language today is an act of heroism. The
museum worker who conducted tours in the Belarusian language was interrogated as he
was a terrorist. Our heroes are countless Belarusians who lost their homes and well-paid
jobs, and are now in exile, helping Belarusians and military volunteers in Ukraine.
Heroes like Nalalia Suslova, a university teacher from Gomal whose son Pavel Volat
gave his life for fighting for Ukraine. And she went there and became a caring mother to
his brothers in arms. Our pray warrior fight because they know that the battle for
Ukraine is a fight for freedom for us all. And heroes like Ales Pushkin, a famous
painter, who raised a European flag in front of a police cordon. Later he was arrested
and accused of promoting Nazism. Now he is dead. He was murdered in a prison in
Grodno. And now I would like to honour all my compatriots who lost their lives for the
freedom of Belarus and Ukraine. These are our heroes, Belarusians - Europeans.
Unfortunately the war and repressions became a part of our lives: my seven years old
daughter recently asked me to give her some money. | asked her what for, and can you
imagine what she replied? I want to buy a tank to free my daddy. And every week she
write postcards to her father even though she doesn't receive any answer. And for me
she is my little hero (applauses). Her father, my husband, Serhey Tikhanovskyw as
sentenced to 19 years in prison and i haven't heard a word from him for 6 months
already. And he is my big hero - the biggest in my life. (applauses).

Ladies and gentlemens, tyrannes want to see a European Union as a decadent house of
cards, ready to collapse. But for us, Europe is home and a family, and we are Belarusian
just like Ukrainian or Moldovans, or other freedom - loving countries who want to be a
part of this family too. We want to return home. Back to Europe. _
in"our'DNA] from Fransisk Skorina who brought Renaissance to Belarus to Mark
Shagall who brought his unique vision from Belarus to Europe and we chose Europe
centuries ago. We reconfirmed that choice in 2020. You know sometimes people say:

e e S e O CT eSS O month ago, democratic
forces issued a declaration defining our strategic objective - _
_. I know it will take time, I know it will not be easy. But there is

no way back for us. [iGDEINUNONNSIOUNINNAISIICSHRGUONE period. You know

when [ see all these beautiful flags how proud you can feel seeing yours among others.
And I wish one day to see our white red white flag here as well. I wish to see
democratically elected belarusian representatives sitting in this room. And [ want the
Belarusian language, which suffered so much through centuries of Russian domination,
to become one of EU’s official languages. Without Belarus and Ukraine, the European
project will not be completed. A European project from Lisbon to Minsk is nightmare
for Putin, but for us it's a reality we strive to live in. Belarus and Ukraine in the
European Union, will lead to the ultimate collapse of the Evil Empire once and for all.
Dear friends i came to the European Parliament to ask for a support of a European
perspective for Belarus. Belarusians want to hear from you that the EU is waiting for us.
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Belarusians want to hear that our country will not be given to Putin as a consolation
prize. So I urge you to support the resolution, introduced by Peters Astravechus, that

highlights the_, (applauses). I propose to take the

relationships between a democratic Belarus and European Parliament at a new level.
Institutionalise our cooperation, insuring that we can do it before the upcoming EP
-. Hundreds of thousands of my fellow citizens, had to flee repressions,
hundreds of thousands found a safe haven across the European Union. And now
contributing to the welfare of your countries .I would like to thank all countries,
especially _ who, against all odds, opened their arms and
issued life saving visas and permits to fleeing Belarusians. Pase (?) prepared an
excellent report on migration challenges Belarusians are facing. I urge all European
States to follow the recommendations of this resolution. Now the situation is going to
become even worse. One week ago, Lukashenko signed a decree to deny passport and
property rights to Belarusians abroad unless they return to Belarus. It puts at risk a legal
status of hundreds of thousands of people. And we need a quick and lasting solution,
which would allow them to stay safe and now we are working to start issuing national
_. We are grateful to EU governments and experts in commission for

their advice on this matter. [ifiSIIOCUMENEWIll COnfiMIBCIATUSIanCitiZenship andwill
seivelasiaravelNdocument toNexilcaNBEIASIANSIabioadN Here we are taking lessons

from Baltic countries who were in exile during the Soviet occupation. And very soon
we will come to your governments asking to recognise our new passports. Then let's not
stop Putin's pressure on dictators, sanctions must not have loopholes or derogations. We
are dealing with professional thacks, who abuse rules and institutions. And _

us to bring Lukashenko to a count, murderers and opening of death squats, the torture of
peaceful protesters, the abduction of Ukrainian kids, launching a quiet war against
belarusians and collabaration in a war against Ukraine. |1c has a long record of crimes,
SRR RCRANOMNSERES T only thing he deserves is a
ticket to the Hague (applauses). And I really wonder how some people still dare to call
him president. Let it make it clear - he is a fraud! We Belarusians hate lies, we
Belarusians hate dictatorship, we Belarusians love freedom, we are Europe.

The members of the European Parliament, I want to thank each of you and your
political groups for your support and solidarity. I know and I feel how strongly you
stand for our course, especially I want to thank my close friend Roberta. -
leadership, and your dedication to free Belarus inspires me and sets an example for
-. The great European travel once said: “I believe that the future of Belarus is
closely connected with the future of Europe and the future of Europe is closely
connected with the future of democratic and independent Belarus. And I do believe that
one day we will welcome Belarus into the European Union, so let’s make this come
true. Long live Europe. Thank you.

Annex 2 _coding:
Emerging themes in Belarus speeches:
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1. - political narratives, autocratic regime, political repressions, political injustice

2. - moral obligations, claim/framing - I’m a wife, family narrative

Bl - mobilising messages, mobilisation

l - claim - elections 2020 would be different from all (4) before; claim on, emergence
of a concept “New Belarus”

l - Political demands to the pre-electoral Belarusian regime, presidential campaign of
Svetlana Tikhanouskaya

Emerging themes In EU speeches:

6. -Belarusian citizens’ will construct

7. - European narrative

8. - claim - Belarusians are Europeans (historically)

9. -Portraying Belarusians as heroes

-- extreme human rights violations in Belarus,caused by electoral authoritarianism
11.- claim -I’'m a president of the Republic of Belarus

B political demands towards the EU, guideline for MEPs to act alike

13. Belarusian autocratic regime as a threat to EU

4. Lukashenko’s illegality and state of criminality

. Other claims.

Analysis of representative claims within the Saward’s conceptual framework:

1. Political narratives. autocratic regime. political repressions claims. political injustice

“he saw a lot of pain, he talked about corruption, about mismanagement, unfortunately
about the rotten judicial system” (Speech I, 2020)

-(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Sergey Tikhanouski which stands for (O)
corruption, mismanagement, rotten judicial system, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) voters of elections in Belarus 2020.

“They were frank stories about the conditions in which the majority of Belarusians live,
while the authorities drive luxury cars, fly on fabulously expensive airplanes, live in
golden palaces”

-(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Sergey Tikhanouski which stands for (O)
corruption, luxury life of authorities at the expense of citizens of Belarus, which is
related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) voters of elections in Belarus

2020.
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“authorities decided to use their own methods - detentions. At the time of registration,
Sergei was sitting in a temporary detention centre, for far-fetched reasons he was not

registered” (Speech I, 2020).

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) electoral authoritarianism, autocratic elections, which is related to a (R) voters of

elections in Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) voters of elections in Belarus 2020.

“Only they didn’t realize that it’s not the candidates who’re a threat to the authorities.

It’s the people who’re tired of sitting in humiliation and unfreedom” (Speech II)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Belarusians as a threat to the autocratic regime and not the candidates, which is
related to (R) voters of elections in Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) watchers of a

national TV broadcasting program of presidential candidates.

“The elections to be held on August 9 will not be free and fair. None of the strong
leaders have been registered as presidential candidates. Criminal cases have been
opened, hundreds of thousands of collected signatures have been thrown in the trash”
(Speech 111, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) electoral authoritarianism, autocratic elections, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the rally.

“We don't need million dollar private jets. We don't need expensive events for the
president and his family at the expense of the people. We will not spend your children's
and grandchildren's tax dollars on their entertainment like the current government does.

We will spend them on pensions because that is our sacred responsibility” (Speech III,
2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) excessive corruption, rich life of authorities at the expense of Belarus' citizens,
alternative to this, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A)

watchers of the national TV broadcasting program of presidential candidates.
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“We say that we want a new president, but the authorities tell us that then there will be
Maidan. We say that the majority of Belarusians want to live in a free rich country, and
the authorities threaten us with Maidan”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) electoral authoritarianism, autocratic elections, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the youtube channel.

“When this government leaves, we will not lose our independence, we will gain our
freedom” (Speech III, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) gained freedom after the incumbent regime is over, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the TV national broadcast program

of presidential candidates.

“We are all Belarusians, we are all family. If one of us has given up - we will extend our
hand. If someone has acted dishonestly - we will help to correct it. If someone did the
right thing - we will be proud of you. We will never threaten, intimidate, blackmail. And
most importantly, we will never take the country for ourselves” (Speech V, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) political belonging of Belarus, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is

offered to (A) watchers of the broadcast.

“Belarus does not belong to politicians, presidents, parties or groups. Belarus belongs

only to itself and its people” (Speech V, 2020)
(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) political belonging of Belarus, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is

offered to (A) watchers of the broadcast.

“Right now in Belarus, there are more political prisoners than members of this chamber
assembled here today” (Speech VII, 2021)
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(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) political autocracy, electoral rights violations, which is related to a (R)

citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“If we invited all of the Belarusians unjustly imprisoned for the wrong colour of their
dress or socks, even four halls like this one would not be enough room” (Speech VII,

2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) political autocracy and injustice, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus

and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“In July, another aspiring presidential candidate Viktar Babaryka was sentenced to 14
years in prison. The same month the regime made good on its promise to “destroy civil
society”. It closed dozens of independent media and 270 NGOs and arrested many of
their employees and volunteers” (Speech VII, 2021).

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) destruction of civic society and political autocracy, which is related to a (R)

citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“Unlike the war in Ukraine, ours is a quiet war” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) war narrative towards Belarusian domestic situation, which is related to (R)

citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya through claim-making unites
Belarusians around the common goal - cease electoral authoritarianism. She openly
talks about political injustice, corruption, luxury life of authorities at the expense of
citizens of Belarus, talking emotionally about causing its pain. Ms. Tikhanouskaya
continues the electoral authoritarianism narrative further when presenting her speeches
in the European Parliament, but using much stronger language to describe the relations

as a “ quiet war”.

2. - moral obligations, claim/framing - I’'m a wife, appeal to family narrative
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“my husband Sergey Tikhanovsky,..., is in jail again” (Speech 1, 2020)
(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for (O) i’'m a wife, moral, family obligations , which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) participants of a rally.

“I’m not a politician. It was my husband, Sergei Tikhanovski, who wanted to run for
president of Belarus” (Speech 1, 2020)

-(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) self-representation as a wife, not a politician, political background , which is
related to a (R) voters of elections in Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) voters of

elections in Belarus 2020.

“Her father, my husband, Serhey Tikhanouski was sentenced to 19 years in prison and I
haven't heard a word from him for 6 months already. And he is my big hero - the biggest
in my life” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for a (O) husband’s persecution, which is related to (R) i’m a wife, moral and family

obligations and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Moments that Belarusians are deprived of. For me, those would be moments when my
daughter Agnia might see the loving face of her father Siarhei seeing her off on her first
day of school. Moments when my son Karnei could feel the support of a father who
helps him to fix his bicycle. For other mothers like Dasha Losik, Volha Zalatar, Alena
Bondarenka, time is measured in tears. When you don’t know if your husband is still
alive. When you’re behind bars and you have no news about your 5 kids. When all is
left of your child is a framed photograph with a black ribbon. Because they beat him to
death when he asked them not to remove the white-red-white ribbons hung in his

backyard” (Speech VII, 2021)
(M) Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tsikhanouskaya which stands

for (O) family sufferings due to political autocracy, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.
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Overall analysis of a frame: Sergei Tsikhanouski, a husband of Svetlana
Tsikhanouskaya is the permanent topic of the speeches. Family narrative was continued

in the EU speeches.

3 - mobilising messages, democratic peaceful but brutally oppressed mobilisation,
claim on democratic values of Belarusian citizens, belief in a democratic future

“The authorities thought that this was the end of it. But no, that's where it all started”.
“we saw all these lines at the signature pickets” (Speech I, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Transitional Cabinet which stands for
an (O) start of mobilisation, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered

to (A) watchers of the rally.

“you understand that the force and threat to the authorities are not candidates, they are
people of Belarus who don't want to live in humiliation anymore, who want to live in a

free country” (Speech I, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) citizens of Belarus are the threat to authorities not the candidates, which is related to

(R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) voters of elections in Belarus 2020.

“to win we need all of you, absolutely all people of our beloved country” (2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) mobilisation of all citizens in order to win, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) voters of elections in Belarus 2020.

“And also no matter what happens next, we have an obligation to protect our votes”
(Speech 1, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) obligation to protect the votes no matter what,, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) participant of a presidential campaign rally in Minsk.
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“for these elections to take place, we need to unite. What do I urge you to do now? The
first thing is to become independent observers. Second - come to the elections on
August 9, but no early voting. Third, vote for me - Svetlana Tikhanovskaya.One last
thing is to protect your voice. What is the purpose of this? The authorities should realise
that we are the absolute majority and we will never stand aside. It is necessary to create
a record number of independent observers, the largest number in the history of
independent Belarus, and to fix the real result of voting” (Speech II, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) mobilisation of Belarus’ citizens through independent observation, no early voting,
protection of the votes, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A)

watchers of a TV national broadcasting program of presidential candidates.

“We have two ways: to continue living in poverty and unfulfilled promises or to build
the Belarus we deserve” (Speech II, 2020)

Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for (O)
the chance of Belarus elections 2020 to cease political injustice, mobilisation, which is
related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the national TV

broadcasting presidential candidate campaign.

“They won't show you on TV that the government bullies you and humiliates your
names, but it's true. They won't show you on TV that the absolute majority is against the
current government and wants a new president, but it's true. They won't show you on
TV that Belarusians beg teachers and all those who are forced to falsify the vote count
not to agree to this crime. And it's true. They won't show you on TV how poor the
majority of the population lives and how rich the officials live, but it's true. They won't
show you on TV that many more people have died from the coronavirus than the
Ministry of Health says. But it's true. They won't show you on TV that the government
bullies you and humiliates your names, but it's true. They won't show you on TV that
political prisoners are behind bars for their beliefs and not for committing crimes, but
it's true” (Speech 111, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) mobilisation of all citizens for the sake of truth, which is related to (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to (A) voters of elections in Belarus 2020.
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“One last thing is to protect your voice. What is the purpose of this? The authorities
should realise that we are the absolute majority and we will never stand aside” (Speech

111, 2020)

Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for (O)
protection of a vote, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A)

voters of elections in Belarus 2020.

“I had to hide my children for their safety. I sacrificed my quiet life for all of us. I'm
tired of being patient, I'm tired of being silent. I'm tired of being afraid. Are you tired of
being patient? Are you tired of being silent, tired of being afraid?” (Speech IV, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) mobilisation of Belarusians and tiredness of a Belarusian autocratic regime, which
is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the Minsk

pre-electoral rally of Svetlana Tikhanouskaya.

“After we have received the results of the elections on August 9, 2020, which are
obvious for the whole country, the people's choice will have to be respected by
everyone. Otherwise, we will have to defend our votes” (Speech 111, 2020)

Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for (O)
obligation to defend the votes after the electoral results, which is related to (R) citizens
of Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the national TV broadcasting presidential

candidate campaign.

“This year the world has seen Belarus awakening” (Speech VII, 2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) media which stands for a (O)
mobilisation of Belarusian society, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and
is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“We stood for our freedom, dignity, national identity, but we faced the brutal nature of
the regime” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) democratic mobilisation of Belarusian society, its democratic values, which is
related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament
Members.
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“Two realities confronted: peaceful bright people with flags and flowers against armed
men in black hiding their faces behind balaclavas (a photo showed)” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) peaceful, democratic but brutally oppressed mobilisation, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“On your way to the European Parliament, you could see a shocking photo on the
facade of the building. A woman in white, falling down to her knees before the riot
police” (Speech VI, 2020)

Aesthetic representation.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) oppressed mobilisation, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is
offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“This year we united in our aspiration for change, united, we believed that this world of

fear can be taken down break by break™ (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) 2020 year mobilisation and a belief in a democratic future, which is related to a
(R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya was using strong mobilisation
messages to the Belarusian audiences, obliging people to protect their voice no matter
what. For the EU audiences, mobilisation mentioning is a tool to legitimise the
democratic representation of hers at the 1st speech at the European Parliament. After
that, the narrative of mobilisation wasn’t used.

l - claim - elections 2020 would be different from all (4) before, new narrative and
scenario; claim on, emergence of a concept “New Belarus”

“the authorities thought that this was the end of it. But no, that's where it all started”
(2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) new different from before elections in Belarus, which is related to (R) voters of
elections in Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) watchers of the picket.

“We can't have fair elections. This does not mean that this year we believe in fair
elections - no. The elections will be rigged and we all know it. But this is the year we
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believe that we will be able to control the votes, how they were distributed” (Speech I,
2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) new different, more controllable from before elections in Belarus 2020, which is
related to (R) voters of elections in Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) watchers of the
picket.

If disaster, pandemic or crisis comes to this country, people know what is happening.
They are not lied to, the real numbers of dead and sick are not hidden from them. Their
health is not being traded. They are not being traded for a chance to stay in the
presidency longer. And they do everything to save their relatives and friends. Elections
in this country are celebrated, not faked. The president here is replaced, not ruled by a
lifetime of getting rich while the people live in poverty. We have never lived in this
country, we can lose this country forever. Let us all together not allow this to happen,
we are the majority (Speech 111, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) different new Belarus, which can be lost in elections 2020, appeal to the strength of
majority which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) voters of

elections in Belarus 2020.

“The invisible world of fear was built around us, this world of fear held us back for
almost three decades. But this year, everything has changed” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) different from 4 before elections in Belarus 2020, which is related to a (R)
citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament members.

“The 3d Sakharov prize will mark a new beginning for Belarus” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) image of new Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to (A) European Parliament members.

“New Belarus is not only about the future. It is already being born and growing. But
today it needs your help” (implicit claim on new Belarus is part of the EU) (Speech VII,
2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) the EU help for New Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and
is offered to an (A) European Parliament members.

Overall: claim on elections 2020 in Belarus being different from all before created a
topic and a narrative on New Belarus. Though it was unknown how New Belarus would
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look like. Svetlana Tikhanouskaya claimed at the 2d EU speech that New Belarus
‘needs the EU help’.

l - Political demands to the pre-electoral Belarusian regime. Presidential campaign of
Svetlana Tikhanouskaya .

“all political prisoners should be released” (Speech I, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) the political demands to the pre-electoral political regime in Belarus, which is
related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to the (A) viewers of the rally.

“My program is an unusual program for a presidential candidate. The main point of my
program is fair and honest elections” (Speech 11, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for a (O) presidential campaign - free and fair elections, which is related to a (R)
citizens of Belarus and is offered to the (A) watchers of the national TV broadcasting
programme of presidential candidates for elections 2020.

“When I become president of the Republic of Belarus I will do 3 things, I will release
political and economic prisoners, secondly I will hold a referendum on the return of the
constitution of 1994, where there are limits on the powers of the president and the terms
of his rule. Third, within six months I will create conditions and hold fair and
independent elections for a new president, and this president will be chosen by YOU!”
(Speech 11, 2020).

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) 3 obligations within a presidential campaign, which is related to (R) citizens of
Belarus and is offered to the (A) viewers of the rally.

‘People who have worked all their lives should buy fish and meat, not the cheapest
bread. They should be playing with their grandchildren, not peddling on the highway to
buy the cheapest medicine. We know how to make those pensions bigger several times
over” (Speech II)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) pensioners deserving decent life, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to the (A) watchers of a national TV broadcasting for presidential candidates.

“I want my children to grow up in a free and happy country and not be afraid for their
parents, who demand respect and truth...I want people not thrown in jail for walking the
streets. Is that what you want? 1 want to know the truth, even if we have a lot of sick
people, not listen to the health department saying that everything's fine. Is that what you
want? [ want people not to look for an opportunity to leave Belarus, but to get a decent
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salary here, and you want that?” “I love my children. That's why I want them to grow up
in a country where people are not shut up” (Speech II, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) political demands and wishes for a new political order in Belarus, which is related
to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to the (A) viewers of the rally.

“If you, like me, are tired of empty promises and problems, if you want a good life, a
safe life for yourself and your children, do not vote early. Come on August 9th and vote
for me, Svetlana Tikhanovskaya. I am a simple person, a simple Belarusian, a woman, a
mother, who wants and can make our life the way we deserve it. So let us together build
a country for life” (Speech 111, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) her presidential campaign, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered
to the (A) watchers of a TV national broadcasting program of presidential candidates for
elections in Belarus 2020.

“We need new free and fair elections with transparent vote counting. We also need to
change the system so that all power in the country is not in the hands of one person.
After assuming the office of the President, I will take measures to maintain stability in
the country and to hold fair elections. All necessary actions will be taken within six
months” (Speech 11, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) political campaign and political demands for a new political order in Belarus, which
is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to the (A) viewers of the rally.

“Therefore, the main point of my program is new, honest, fair elections, with the
participation of all alternative candidates and transparent vote counting. By voting for
me, you are voting for new, honest and fair elections” (Speech 111, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) her presidential campaign of new, fair, free, honest elections, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus and is offered to the (A) watchers of a TV national broadcasting
program of presidential candidates for elections in Belarus 2020.

“We want a new president” (Speech 1V, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) political campaign and political demands for a new political order in Belarus, which
is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to the (A) viewers of the broadcast.
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“What revolution? We want fair elections. What's revolution got to do with it? Why are
you provoking your own people? We have absolutely no need for militants. We are
peaceful people and we want peaceful changes in our country. Peace, love and
independence”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) peaceful transition of power, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to (A) watchers of the broadcast.

“Who is such a strong leader? It's simple. This is a person who doesn't need to keep
millions of people in fear to remain president. This is a person who does not need to
organize schemes where turnout is inflated, ballots are substituted, votes are attributed
in order to remain president. This is a man who doesn't need to use physical force and
moral suasion to remain president. This is a man who doesn't need to imprison
candidates, their children and associates to remain president. This is a man who doesn't
need false testimony and dishonest convictions to remain president. This is a man who
will not destroy everything in his path to remain president” (2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) framing of a new presidency, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to (A) watchers of the TV national broadcasting for a presidential candidacy.

“By voting for me, you are voting for honest, new and fair elections. This is the only
way for the country to develop further” (Speech 1)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) new, fair, honest elections as a strategy for Belarus’ further development, which is
related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) watchers of the TV national
broadcasting for a presidential candidacy.

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya as part of her presidential
campaign promised to organise free and fair elections as a way for Belarus to develop
further, change the constitution of Belarus to limit presidential power and release all
political prisoners. Ms. Tikhanouskaya regarded democratic principles during her
presidential campaign.

In EU speeches themes:
7. -Belarusian citizens’ will construct, construct of Belarusians towards the EU
“millions of Belarusians who are sincerely grateful to you and all the members of the

European Parliament for your firm position, for your statements and resolutions”
(Speech VII, 2021)
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(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (0) grateful Belarusians for EU policies, which is related to a referent (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“People on the ground in Belarus have huge expectations from you for one simple
reason. They want to see in Europe an example to be followed” (Speech VII, 2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) expectations of Belarusians from the European Parliament, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Millions of my people are furious that Russian troops were allowed to march through
our country” (Speech VIII, 2022)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) furious Belarusians about the Russian intervention and troops on the Belarusian
territory, which is related to R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) readers of
POLITICO.

“And they also asked me, tell Europeans that we haven't given up. Even speaking a
belarusian language today is an act of heroism” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) furious on Russian intervention Belarusians, which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) readers of POLITICO.

“Belarusians want to hear from you that the EU is waiting for us” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Belarusians’ will, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered
to an (A) European Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: Ms. Tikhanouskaya creates a dialogue between
Belarusians and the European Parliament Members through such expressions as
“Belarusians want to hear”, “they (Belarusians) also asked me”, producing an
expectation of a response from the European Parliament Members and certain
accountability. Svetlana Tikhanouskaya in this frame constructs the Belarusian
constituency as being “grateful to the European Union”, “furious” about Russian
intervention, “heroic” toward the EU audiences.

8. - European narrative. European future of Belarus. Europe’s moral obligations
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“Your solidarity and your voice are important. But it is actions that matter. Please, be
there for Belarusians, be assured that Belarusians will do the same for you in the future”

(Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) future solidarity of Belarusians with the European Union, construct of common
moral obligation before each other, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and
is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“The 3d Sakharov prize will mark a new beginning for Belarus” (implicit claim about

the start of Belarus-EU cooperation) (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) start of Belarus-EU cooperation, new beginning for Belarus, which is related
to a (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Every country has its own path to democracy. And this is ours. Long live Europe, long
live Belarus. Thank you” (implicit claim: Belarus path to democracy through EU

membership).

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) path to democracy of Belarus,, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and
is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Belarusians were pleasantly surprised by unprecedented action by the European
Commission to announce a Comprehensive plan for the future of Belarus. *Belarusians
were grateful to the European Parliament for the Sakharov Prize and vocal support for
political prisoners”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) the EU participation in a democratic path of Belarus, which is related to a referent
(R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Meanwhile, in Europe, we heard expressions of deep concern” (Speech VII, 2021)
(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands

for a (O) Europe’s moral obligations, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus 2020
and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

9 3 billion euro economic support package
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip 21 2685)
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“Do you think these people understand what we mean when we talk about the EU’s long
bureaucratic processes and complex diplomacy? Do you think our statements of deep
concern give them hope and confidence? What can the European Union really say to the
people of Belarus — to the forgotten Europeans?”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) Europe’s obligations act faster and proactively, which is related to a (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“Belarusians were always a part of Europe and will always be” (Speech 1X, 2023)

(M) Roberta Metsola puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for (O)
Belarusians are part of Europe and will always be, which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“We reconfirmed that choice in 2020. You know sometimes people say: how did it come
that there were no European flags in protests in 2020. Of course, they were there. Our
national white red white flag (showing it to the public) is a European flag. These
colours symbolise freedom, our european past and our european future. Europe is
where we come from and where we are heading. One month ago, democratic forces
issued a declaration defining our strategic objective - Belarus membership in the
European Union. I know it will take time, I know it will not be easy. But there is no way
back for us. European Union is our ultimate destination - period” (Speech X, 2023)
_aesthetic representation, performative side

(M) Roberta Metsola puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for an
(O) Belarusian national symbols are European ones, Belarus® membership in the EU,
which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European
Parliament Members.

‘And I wish one day to see our white red white flag here as well. I wish to see
democratically elected Belarusian representatives sitting in this room. And I want the
Belarusian language, which suffered so much through centuries of Russian domination,
to become one of the EU's official languages. Without Belarus and Ukraine, the
European project will not be completed. A European project from Lisbon to Minsk is
nightmare for Putin, but for us it's a reality we strive to live in’ (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O), Belarus’ membership in the EU, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus

and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

‘European aspirations of Belarusians” (Speech X, 2023)
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(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O), Belarusains’ aspiration to the EU, which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya constructs moral obligation
between Belarus and the European Union, gives implicit claims on the future of
democratic Belarus being a member of the European Union. Ms. Tikhanouskaya creates
a very strong European narrative of Belarus' future and present.

9. - claim - Belarusians are Europeans (historically, culturally and geographically).
“It is a peaceful Belarus — in the heart of Europe” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) Belarus is part of Europe, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is
offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“these are only some of courageous people of our European nation is extremely proud
of” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) European nation Belarus is part of, which is related to a referent (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“882 of my fellow citizens have been recognized to be in prison for exercising basic
political rights people in the rest of Europe take for granted” (Speech VII, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Belarusians civic rights as a basis of European political rights, which is related to
a referent (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament
Members.

“our European past” (Speech VII, 2021, Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) Belarus’ European past, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is
offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Belarusians are fundamentally European. For centuries, we co-existed with
Lithuanians, Poles and Ukrainians in one state. Russia’s attempt to separate Belarus
from Europe and create friction with Ukraine goes against our historical memory, and
our mentality” (Speech VIII, 2022)
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(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Belarusians are fundamentally European, which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) readers of POLITICO.

“for us, Europe is home and a family, and we are Belarusian just like Ukrainian or
Moldovans, or other freedom - loving countries who want to be a part of this family too.
We want to return home. Back to Europe. You know, Europe is in our DNA, from
Fransisk Skorina who brought Renaissance to Belarus to Mark Shagall who brought his
unique vision from belarus to europe and we chose Europe centuries ago” (2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) Europe is historically a home for Belarusians, willingness of Belarusians to
join the EU which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A)
European Parliament Members.

“I would like to thank all countries, especially Poland, Lithuania and Latvia who,
against all odds, opened their arms and issued life saving visas and permits to fleeing
Belarusians” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Poland, Latvia, Lithuania cooperation with the Belarusian democratic forces (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya presents Belarusians as
culturally, historically, geographically being Europeans, “forgotten Europeans”.

10. -Portraying Belarusians as heroes

“United, we overcome our fear on a way to freedom day by day, week by week, month
by month”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) heroism of Belarusian citizens, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“The photo'® on the facet of the building of the European Parliament is not a story of

fear. It is a story of hope, courage and freedom”.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) heroism of Belarusian citizens, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

° See appendix
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“For me such a little big man is each and every Belarusian who takes part in these

peaceful protests against violence and lawlessness” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) heroism of every Belarusian citizen, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and
is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“My friend Maria Kolesnikava tored apart her passport and chose prison over exile to
remain in Belarus with our people”. “My husband Sergei Tikhanouski decided to tell the
truth no matter of costs, for that he was thrown in jail, trumped up charges. He hasn’t

seen his family for 7 months already” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) heroism of Belarusian citizens, family, friends’ narrative, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“The terror unleashed at us, Belarusians, made us even more determined. No tyranny,
KGB, or Vagner can kill the desire for freedom in Belarus. Great Belarusains
demonstrate true heroism and resistance. In this quiet war, there are many quiet heroes.
Heroes like Dmitriy Klimov."" When Russians tried to make a shortcut to Kiev from
Belarus, he destroyed railways equipment and trains loaded with Russian tanks. And
what the KGB did, they arrested him and put bullets through his knees. Dmitriy and 11
other partisans were sentenced in total to 200 years in prison” (Speech X, 2023)

“Heroes like Nalalia Suslova, a university teacher from Gomal whose son Pavel Volat
gave his life for fighting for Ukraine. And she went there and became a caring mother to
his brothers in arms. Our pray warrior fight because they know that the battle for
Ukraine is a fight for freedom for us all. And heroes like Ales Pushkin, a famous
painter, who raised a European flag in front of a police cordon. Later he was arrested
and accused of promoting Nazism. Now he is dead. He was murdered in a prison in
Grodno. And now I would like to honour all my compatriots who lost their lives for the
freedom of Belarus and Ukraine” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) heroism of Belarusian citizens, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is
offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

" 22 years of imprisonment in Belarusian penal colony
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Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya depicts Belarusians as heroes
and does it extensively and in detail. The heroic image is mentioned not once, but

several times in different speeches.

-- extreme human rights violations in Belarus,caused by electoral authoritarianism
“Deliberately infecting prisoners with COVID-19".

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) political prisoners in Belarus which
stands for (O) extreme violation of human rights in Belarus’ juridical system, which is
related to (R) voters for Tikhanouskaya and is offered to (A) European Parliament
Members.

“Alexandr Raikovski , he was protesting against the falsified elections. He stood
holding his bare hands in front of men with rivals. And he was shot dead”.
“Roman Bondarenko, he was going out to protect national symbols in the courtyard,

where neighbours gathered. He was kidnapped and beaten till death in the police
office”.

“Mikola Statkevich (photo shown) was a presidential candidate in a 2010 election, he

has been imprisoned and recognised a political prisoner 3d time in 15 years”.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) extreme violation of human rights in Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens
of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“In 2021, the world saw Belarus actively resisting a regime that has only grown more
abusive”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) worsening human rights situation in Belarus, which is related to (R) citizens of
Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“In January police in Belarus started arresting dissenting citizens, breaking right into
their homes. In February, two young journalists Daria Tchultsova and Katsiaryna
Andreeva were sentenced to two years imprisonment. All they had done was to report
on the protest meeting after the terrible death of Raman Bandarenka — after beatings by
the security forces”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) extended human rights violations in Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.
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“In March, hundreds of people were detained simply for being outdoors on Belarusian
Independence Day - so much did the regime fear new street protests”.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) extended human rights violations in Belarus caused by electoral autocracy, which
is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament
Members.

“In April, the regime's foreign affairs minister promised to “destroy civil society”.
People in prisons were poisoned with chlorine”. “Democratic activist Vitold Ashurak
died in prison for unknown reasons. 17-year old Dzmitry Stakhouski couldn't bear the
endless interrogations by the police... He killed himself”. “In June, political prisoner
Stsiapan Latypau attempted suicide in court because the regime threatened to torture his
father if he didn’t plead guilty” (Speech VII, 2021).

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) extreme human rights violations in Belarus’ criminal justice system, which is
related to a (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament
Members.

“In September, my friend Maria Kalesnikava was sentenced to 11 years in prison. IT
worker Andrey Zeltser was shot dead during a KGB raid of his apartment. His wife, as
the only witness, was sent to a psychiatric hospital. And nearly 200 Belarusians have
been arrested for “negative comments” online about this event”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) extreme human rights violations in Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“the 64-year old politician Ryhor Kastusiou remains in prison with suspected cancer. He
receives no medical aid”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) extreme human rights violations in Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens of

Belarus and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: claims about extreme human rights violations are used
extensively.

12.- claim -I’'m a president of the Republic of Belarus
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“I am the Belarusian president-elect, and together we will prevail. The West must stop
pretending Lukashenko is president. He has unlawfully seized power and should be

brought to justice” (Speech VIII, 2022)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya is a president-elect'?, which is related to (R) citizens of
Belarus and is offered to (A) readers of the interview of a newspaper POLITICO.

Overall analysis of a frame: the claim about being a president-elect was used once in

the interview for the newspaper ‘POLITICO’

.. Political demands towards the European Union, guideline for MEPs to act alike,

“We ask Europe and the whole world to stand with Belarus. We call Europe to be braver
and support their decisions - and support the people of Belarus now. Not tomorrow and
not somewhen in the future. Standing for human rights and democracy is not in
interference. But it is the duty of each self-respecting country. Your solidarity and your

voice are important. But it is actions that matter”.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) the European Union acting upon democratic development of Belarus, which
is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament
Members.

“Suspend the regime’s membership in Interpol”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) cease the membership of Belarus’ regime in Interpol , which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Invite Belarusian democratic forces to all international fora to represent them at the
highest level, particularly during the Eastern Partnership Summit”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) democratic Eastern partnership between the EU and democratic belarusian
forces, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A)
European Parliament Members.

'2 the person who has been voted to be president, prime minister, etc. but has not yet started
work (Cambridge dictionary)
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“Let us be true to international law! Give the green light to prosecute the human rights
offenders under the universal criminal jurisdiction. Invoke the regime's responsibility
for capturing the civilian aircraft and its hybrid attack on the EU borders! Let’s make
sure all the evidence of the regime's crimes will lay on the table of the international
tribunal. At ICC and IC]J. I call on Europe to take the initiative in that”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) criminal responsibility under the international criminal law of the Belarusian
regime, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European
Parliament Members.

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya asks the European Union to
stand with Belarus, hold the policy of non-recognition towards the Lukashenko,
cooperate with the democratic forces of Belarus, and call the European Parliament for a
criminal persecution of Lukashenko.

14. Belarusian autocratic regime as a threat to the EU. Europe is interdependent
on Belarus’ freedom. Belarusian and Europeans are united.

“They marched for the freedom and dignity of Belarusians, of Europeans , yours and

ours. Without free Belarus, Europe is not fully free either” (Speech VI, 2020)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) codependence Europe’s freedom with Belarus’, which is related to (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“The case of Ales shows that the Belarusian crisis is much closer to all of us than it
might seem. Just recently, Ales was here for all to greet and congratulate. And now he is
behind bars. Belarusians are no longer safe in their country and abroad. And neither, in
this case, are other Europeans”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) connectedness between the EU security and Belarus’ human rights crisis, which is
related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament
Members.

“We are already seeing how dangerous a regime like this can be to its neighbours.
Lithuania and Poland are facing the biggest test of their border security. By the way,
Polska, Lietuva, stay strong! We know that you pay a big price for being true and
principled friends to the People of Belarus. Supposing this abuse of migrants is
somehow stopped, do you really believe the regime’s threats beyond its borders will end
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there? Increases in the flow of smuggled drugs and other contraband? A military
provocation? A disaster at a nuclear power plant right on the EU’s external borders?”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) Belarus’ regime threat to EU security and EU borders, which is related to a
(R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“Our fight for freedom is your fight for freedom too. Only by standing together and
acting decisively, does democracy have the chance to survive in this world” (Speech
VII, 2021).

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) codependence of Europe’s freedom from Belarus’, which is related to a (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“Help Belarusians so they can help Belarus and Europe, too. So we could continue the
fight for our freedom and yours” (Speech VII, 2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) codependence of Europe’s freedom from Belarus’, help from Europeans in
the fight for freedom in Belarus, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is
offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“Today not only democracy in Belarus but also democracy in Europe depends on
whether we will walk this path together. And overcome these obstacles together”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) codependence Europe’s democracy with Belarus’, which is related to a (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“When I was here two years ago, I spoke about tyranny as a virus. A virus, which won't
be contained by borders. And the past two years have showed that the virus can mutate
into the deadly cancer of war” (2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) autocracy transfer to the Russian war of aggression, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.

“tyrannes want to see a European Union as a decadent house of cards, ready to collapse”
(2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an(O) autocracy threat to the EU project, which is related to a (R) citizens of Belarus
2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members.
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Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya several times claims the
codependency of EU security and EU security foreign policy and the autocratic regime
of Belarus. Belarus' autocracy is shown as a threat to EU security policy.

. Claim on a European misrepresentation of Lukashenko’s. Instead the image of
his illegality, non-recognition and state of criminality

“Many Belarusians are hurt to see that even today such influential European media —
from Deutsche Welle to BBC — call Aliaksandr Lukashenka “president. He is not. It
shapes the wrong perception among millions of viewers.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Belarusians do not recognise Lukashenko a president: he is violent and illegal,
which 1is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European
Parliament Members.

“He is a citizen of Belarus who has illegally usurped presidential power by violence”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Lukashenko is a citizen, who is out of rule of law and not recognised by
Belarusians, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus and is offered to an (A)
European Parliament Members.

“Lukashenka 1is gambling with Belarus’ sovereignty. We must stay firm in
non-recognition policy and be clear that independence and sovereignty can not be traded
or undermined” (Speech VII, 2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) politics of non-recognition of Lukashenko, which is related to (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“You did not recognize the elections, so do not call this impostor for what he isn’t. Do
not recognize any deals made without Belarusians’ agreement. Speak clear and loud: the
contracts signed by the regime after 9 August 2020 are and will be legally void.
Lukashenka is gambling with Belarus’ sovereignty. We must stay firm in
non-recognition policy and be clear that independence and sovereignty can not be traded
or undermined”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) unfair elections 2020, complete loss of any legitimacy of Lukashenko which is
related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament
Members.
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“The West must stop pretending Lukashenko is president. He has unlawfully seized

power and should be brought to justice” (2022)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) Lukashenko is politically unjust which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and
is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Yet, Europe’s longest-sitting, most repressive ruler is deeply unpopular. He’s supported
by no more than 25 percent” (2022)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
(O) 25% of Lukashenko legitimacy which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus 2020 and
is offered to (A) readers of the interview in POLITICO.

“Lukashenko, who is selling our country and our independence peace by peace” (2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) Lukashenko is a threat to the sovereignty of Belarus which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) readers of the interview in POLITICO.

One week ago, Lukashenko signed a decree to deny passport and property rights to
Belarusians abroad unless they return to Belarus™ (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) Lukashenko denied passport rights which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) readers of the interview in POLITICO.

“finally help us to bring Lukashenko to a count, murderers and opening of death squats,
the torture of peaceful protesters, the abduction of Ukrainian kids, launching a quiet war
against Belarusians and collabaration in a war against Ukraine. He has a long record of
crimes, he doesn't deserve any place at the international stage. The only thing he
deserves is a ticket to the Hague (applauses). And I really wonder how some people still
dare to call him president. Let it make it clear - he is a fraud!” (Speech X, 2023)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward a (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands
for an (O) Lukashenko’s criminal record and fraud which is related to a (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to an (A) European Parliament Members

Overall analysis of a frame: Svetlana Tikhanouskaya strongly states that world media
must stop calling Lukashneko a president, because he is a “fraud”. Lukashenko holds a

state of criminality and must be brought to justice.

. Other claims
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“We feel humbled that our story of resistance touched so many people across the globe”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) Belarusians not feeling proud of mobilisation in 2020, which is related to (R)
citizens of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“For the 3d time in 20 years, Belarusians have been honoured with the Sakharov
freedom of thought prize”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
the (O) 3d time Sakharov prize for Belarusians, which is related to (R) citizens of
Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“In March, hundreds of people were detained simply for being outdoors on Belarusian
Independence Day — so much did the regime fear new street protests. Meanwhile in
Europe, many said that the situation must have “stabilized” since there were no new
pictures of mass protests” (Speech VII, 2021)

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
a (O) lack of media representation of Belarus’ situation, which is related to (R) citizens
of Belarus 2020 and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

“Meanwhile Europe hesitates, time goes by for those unjustly imprisoned, killed, or
exiled. Time is measured differently for Belarusians. It’s measured in lost moments of
happiness — moments that are the right of every one of us to experience. Moments that
are the reason why all of us want to live in freedom and dignity. Moments that
Belarusians are deprived of”. “Only by standing together and acting decisively, does
democracy have the chance to survive in this world.

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) emotional appeal to democratic values, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus
and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.

BBl C1aim: appeal to common democratic values

“Belarusians were praised for reigniting their faith in democracy and human dignity. Is
it not the turn for Europeans to demonstrate their commitment to those values with
action?”

(M) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya puts forward (S) Svetlana Tikhanouskaya which stands for
an (O) appeal to common democratic values, which is related to (R) citizens of Belarus
and is offered to (A) European Parliament Members.
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